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Intro: Happy Valentine’s Day
1. Thereis no love greater than God’s love for us
a. And no gift better than God’s gift to us — Himself in the flesh for the
forgiveness of sins.
2. This is a gift that is meant for sharing.
a. There’s no shortage on salvation going around!
3. ltis the gospel message that is the heart of Paul’s message in our passage.
r’lyCorinthians 1:4-9 41 thank my God always concerning you for the qrace of God which was given to you by

Christ Jesus, ® that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge, ® even as the testimony of Christ
was confirmed in you, so that you come short in no qift eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,® who
will also confirm you to the end, 4a yow may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God Js faithful, by whom
you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1. | think these opening remarks are funny because at first look, it would appear that

Paul is commending them, but he is not.
a. Paul doesn’t say one positive thing about the Corinthian Christians.
b. I'm not saying Paul paid them a back-handed compliment.
i. A Back-handed compliment is an insult disguised in a compliment.
2. Paul had not even commended them in the least (Grace, No gift, God is faithful)

a. Even though they were boogering it all up, they were still Christians; they

were not being bounced or booted out. (Grace & Mercy)
b. Paul loved these Corinthian Christians
c. He was not trying to insult them, but correct and redirect them.
I. The problem in the Corinthian Church

1Cor 1:10-11  '" Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing,
and zhat there be no divisions among you, but ##af you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
11 For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s fousehold, that there are contentions among

you.



1. Paul had received word informing him that the Christians in Corinth were jacked up.
2. Very little is known concerning Chloe and those of her household

a. Some presume that they were Christians and that they were living in Corinth

and that they sent word to Paul who was in Ephesus.
b. Whoever they were, they revealed to Paul that...
3. Divisions existed in the church in Corinth.

a. The Corinthian Christians were alienating themselves from one another
because they were allowing themselves to becoming polarized behind their

own favorite leader.
4. | wonder: Can that be said of us?

a. When people come and visit this church, do they see clicks, independent

groups, individuals?

b. Or do they see one group of blessed believers unified in the Love of Jesus

Christ alone.

5. Surely within the body of Christ, which is made up of many members, there is room

for disagreement in certain areas of belief.

a. There are basics foundational and doctrinal positions that are essential for
salvation. On those, we do not waiver. On those we do not compromise

for we have the clear and distinct, teaching of the Scriptures

b. But there are other areas that involve conjecture, that involve opinion. In
those areas that involve conjecture and opinion, there is room for

differences.
Here’s the charge concerning the Corinthian Christians:

1 Cor 1:12 Now I say this, that each of you says,“I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am
of Christ.”

1. It was an issue of what leader the people wanted to follow.

2. I’'m not going to spend a lot of time expounding this issue for we will look at this

matter again in Chap 3



Let’s continue to look at this passage, now at Paul’s response to such a problem:

1Cor1:13-17 B [s Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? " I thank
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, !5 lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own name. !¢ Yes,
I also baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any other. ! For Christ did not send me
to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.

1. He’s not saying that baptism isn’t important, but it does not go before the gospel
a. It does not even go with the gospel, it only follows it.

2. As achurch we believe in the ordinance of baptism and practice it by immersion

after an individual has made a personal profession of faith in Jesus Christ.

a. We have our baptism services during the summer months down in the river

or out on the beach.

b. If you are a believer and have not been baptized, then you should be

baptized in accordance with the scriptures and instructions of our Lord Jesus.

c. Please understand, your salvation is not dependent upon whether or not you
have been baptized; your salvation is dependent upon whether or not you

have accepted the Gospel message.

1 Cor 1:17 IT For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words,

lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.

1. The gospel message is of first importance and we don’t have to dress up the
message of the cross.

a. It's a simple message & God has ordained that it will stay that way.

b. If you try to dress it up, the people might be impressed with the

mode/method and miss the message.
i. Rice Crispy Treats

1 Cor 1:18-21 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 1% Yor it is written: 7 will destroy the wisdom of the wise And bring to nothing the
understanding of the prudent”™ Where js the wise? Where js the scribe? Where /s the disputer of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of this world? 2! For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God
through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who helieve.



1. Ireally can’t understand how people who deny God can believe that our highly
sophisticated body that has finely tuned sensory organs and the ability to in many
instances, heal itself is a product of evolution where by our great, great, ...
grandfather was a worm that grew eyeballs, sprouted legs, developed vocal cords

and learned to how to think independently.

a. We call them wise and learned, these people who have all these letters

around their name like Dr and PhD and the likes.

b. These who according to our standards of education are the most wise have

embraced utter foolishness.
c. How can this be? Reread verse 20
The problem’s worse than that...

1 Cor 1:22-25 2 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 2 hut we preach Christ crucified,
to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 2 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God and the wisdom of God. % Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than

men.

1. For the Jew who had gotten caught up in legalism, the way of the cross was too

simple!
a. Its simplicity became a stumbling block to them.

b. And it’s a stumbling block to many today who feel obligated to try to work

toward their own salvation.

c. Thatis the very heart of almost every other religion outside of Christianity;
almost all of them are trying to live a good life in hopes that they have

enough good works to get them eternal blessings.
2. For the Greek it is foolishness.

a. In this passage, the Jew speaks of those caught up in legalism and works

based religion

b. The Greek speaks of those who esteem themselves and their mental capacity

as being the greatest thing going.

c. They are too sophisticated to be able to accept something as simple as the

finished complete work of the cross.
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Where does that leave believers who are not legalist and not too sophisticated?

1 Cor 1:26-31 % For you see your calling, hrethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called. ** But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has
chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 2 and the base things of the world and the
things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are,  that no flesh
should glory in His presence. * But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness

and sanctification and redemption— %' that, as it is written, “He wiho glories, let him glory in the Lorp’
Don’t miss the five things Paul proposes will help fix their problems in Corinth:

1. That they needed to seek unity by looking to a higher standard, in following the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself.

2. That they needed to get their eyes off of themselves and those around them
a. And especially not put all their trust and confidence in an earthly leader.
3. That they should not be trusting in worldly wisdom, it has become foolishness.

4. That they needed to embrace their calling in the Lord even though that calling comes

across as foolish to the rest of the world.

5. That they were to glory in the Lord alone.

But | see something much more significant than the Corinth Christian’s problems being

addressed and corrected

1. |seethe heart of the Gospel Message and the importance of the Gospel Message

coming across all throughout Paul message!

Il. The Gospel Message
What does the Gospel involve?
1. “but we preach Christ crucified” Vs 23
a. If Christ did not die, there would be not gospel message

b. In Heb 9:22 it says, “without shedding of blood there is no remission”



c. The good news is that the blood Christ shed when He was crucified cleanses a

believer from all sin and unrighteousness.
Who can receive the gospel?

1. Those who are called

a. vs9 “you were called into the fellowship of His Son”
b. vs24 “those who were called, both Jews and Greeks”
c. Vs26 “For you see your calling”

d. Those who accept the Gospel, accept it because they have been called.
2. Who have been called? Is God being selective in calling only certain people?

a. 2Peter3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance.

b. From the beginning of time, God has been calling all people to Himself.
i. He does so through creation.

ii. Romans 1:19-20 ...what may be known of God is manifest in them,
for God has shown it to them. 2° For since the creation of the world
His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things

that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead...

c. More than through creation, God has revealed Himself and is calling us

through the work of His perfect and Holy Son, Jesus.
i. ReadlJohn 3:15-17 Tab

3. Paul confirms this in Vs 21 where he writes, “it pleased God through the foolishness of the message

preached to save those who believe”

4. Romans 10:14-15 % How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not
believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how
shall they hear without a preacher? *> And how shall they preach unless they are
sent? As it is written. “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of
peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!”



What does the Gospel do for you?

It ushers us into God’s Grace, not because we’ve earned it, not because we deserve

it, but because it has been given to us by Jesus Christ. Reread Verse 4
a. Paul was reminding them where that Grace came from.
It enriches in all utterance and all knowledge (Verse 5)
a. Through the work of the Holy Spirit.
It grants us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption (Verse 30)
It is the power of God (Verse 18)

a. Article There’s no power greater than that of saving our lives eternally.

Conclusion: The Gospel Message

1.

Iran is now considered a “Nuclear State” because they have successfully enriched
Uranium to 20%. Enriching uranium produces fuel for nuclear power plants but can
also be used to create material for atomic weapons if enriched further to 90 percent

or more.

a. Should we be fearful of this? In some regards, yes, this poses a significant
threat!

b. Inthe grand scheme of things, no!
c. Our hope is in heaven, but not all people have that hope.
d. Thisis where we come into the picture.

Concerning the Gospel, we are to Understand it, Know it, Embrace it, Live by it, and

Declare it to all who have not heard it!

If | stopped right now and asked each one of you individually to explain what the

gospel message is in 60 seconds or less, could you? | challenge you to do this.

Reminders:

If you have questions, text or email them in!



