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Intro: England trip. 

1. Our passage is one part of a letter that Paul wrote to the believers in Corinth. 

a. Continuation of chapter 2 

b. Corinthian Christians, not having taken an honest assessment of themselves 

might be puffed up, thinking they were spiritual. 

2. In Chap 3 we’ll: 

a. See that the problem with the Corinthian Christians was immaturity  Vs 1-4 

b. See how the gospel message is spread and grows  Vs 5-8 

c. Learn that all things are tested by fire  Vs 9-15 

d. Be reminded that our bodies are the temple of God  Vs 16-17 

e. Be directed to rejecting worldly wisdom and embrace that which is ours 

through faith in Jesus Christ  Vs 18-23 

 

Read 1 Cor 3:1-23 and Pray    

 

1 Corinthians 3:1      1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in 

Christ.  

1. The word “And” here in verse 1 reminds us that this is a continuation of what was 

written in Ch 2. 

a. Remember: At the end of chapter 2 Paul basically said, those who are 

spiritual “have the mind of Christ.” (1 Cor 2:16) 

b. This was not so with the Corinthian Christians.  They were not spiritual 

people, but carnal. 

2. Carnal - relating to or given to crude bodily pleasures and appetites1 

                                                   
1 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/carnal 
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a. Simply put, to be carnal is to be worldly. 

b. Romans 8:6–7 6
 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually 

minded is life and peace. 
7
 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for 

it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.   

c. When we become a Christian, we should begin to look less and less like the 

world and more and more like Christ. 

3. The word “brethren” at the beginning of the verse tells us that Paul was addressing 

Christians, believers. 

a. What was the state or condition of these Christians? 

i. They were babes, meaning they lacked maturity. 

ii. And they were carnal or worldly rather than spiritual and godly. 

1 Cor 3:2 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even 

now you are still not able;  

1. When a baby is born, you feed him/her milk. 

a. Often a mom will nurse her baby and that’s all the baby needs in the first 

several months of life. 

b. Then you add a little oatmeal in the diet and you progress to baby food, and 

then small pieces of table food until the child is able to eat regular food 

altogether. 

c. I know many moms that cherished the time they had to nurse their babies 

and I know feeding a little one baby food was also fun. 

d. But it’s not cute when you have to spoon feed baby food to a teenager.  

That’s not natural/normal. 

e. Imagine if our potluck had nothing but baby food & formula (BTW, it’s next 

week after church).  How many of you would be satisfied with that meal? 

2. As a new Christian, the teachings should be basic and simple to understand. 

a. Paul understood this, it says he fed them milk; but that should last only for a 

season. 
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b. Christians should be growing up in Christ, but the believers in Corinth were 

not. 

PQ:  Are you growing up in Christ? 

3. Here are a few questions to challenge you; rate yourself on a scale of one (weak) to 

ten (strong): 

1) I feel confident of my adoption as God's son or daughter and rarely question His 

acceptance of me. 

2) I love to worship God by myself as well as with others.  

3) I spend quality, regular time in the Word of God and in prayer 

4) I sense the unique ways God has gifted me individually and am actively using 

my spiritual gifts for His service.  

5) I am a vital participant in a church with other believers.  

6) It is clear that my money, gifts, time and abilities are completely at God's 

disposal and not my own 

7) I consistently integrate my faith in the marketplace and the world.   

4. Couple more tests you can use to help determine your spiritual maturity: 

Test #1  How do you handle problems? 

Test #2  How do you treat other people? 

Test #3  Do you control what you say? 

Test #4  What is your effect on others? 

Test #5  How much do you depend on God to help in everyday life?   

5. The Corinthians couldn’t receive solid food because they were spiritually immature. 

What made them immature … ? 

1 Cor 3:3-4 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal 

and behaving like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not carnal?  

1. Go Back to 1 Cor 1:11-13 where this issue was first mentioned.  
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a. They were divided over which leader the liked the most and envy and strife 

had invaded their hearts and relationships. 

2. Paul has already provided the solution to this problem, it’s found in 1 Cor 1:10 

To be joined together with the same mind, they must understand what Paul’s about to tell 

them… 

1 Cor 3:5-8 5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to 

each one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, 

but God who gives the increase. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward 

according to his own labor.  

1. Both Paul and Apollos were “ministers” – diakonos in the original Greek from which 

word we get our word Deacon today 

a. It means: servant 

2. As a pastor I know this speaks to me in a couple of areas 

a. This role is one of servant-hood, not lordship. 

i. Jesus is Lord and Master, but Jesus also came as a servant. 

ii. Therefore it is my roll to serve you, the flock, by feeding you the Word 

and tending to you, not lording over you. 

iii. I encourage you: Make sure when you leave here that you find a good 

bible teaching church whose pastor is a servant. 

b. It’s also a reminder that it’s God who is responsible for the increase. 

i. We are simply called to be faithful in planting seeds and watering 

those seeds, but God brings the increase. 

ii. When’s the last time, in the name of Jesus that you’ve sowed or 

watered a seed? 

3. We have all been given the same commission, to Go and Make Disciples (Matt 28:19) 

a. Vs 8 – you’ll be rewarded for this work. 

1 Cor 3:9 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.  
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1. Note that we have an active part in God’s kingdom, “we are God’s fellow workers” 

a. We should all be involved in the work of planting and watering seeds and 

praying that God will bring the increase. 

2. Here in verse 9 Paul is now going to transition from a farming illustration that would 

be well understood by the people of that day, and he’s now going to use the 

illustration of building a house to further drive home the point. 

1 Cor 3:10 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the 

foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it.  

1. He’s a “wise master builder” because he has received the best training possible. 

a. I’m not speaking of his training under the revered Gamaliel, I’m talking about 

the direct revelation he received from Jesus Christ. 

2. And a wise master builder uses only the best building materials. 

Look the type of foundation a wise master building uses… 

1 Cor 3:11 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  

1. If you don’t have Jesus Christ, you have no real foundation. 

a. The “Green Gospel” is NOT going to save you. 

2. Your salvation is not secure unless you make Jesus Christ your foundation, 

a. That is, you give Jesus your heart and life, and from this day forward having 

repented of your sins, you start living your life for Him and not for yourself. 

In verse 12-15, Paul is addressing those who are believers, those who have made Jesus 

Christ their foundation… 

1 Cor 3:12-15 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation [Jesus Christ] with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 

one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work 

is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.  

1. The Day will declare it, 2 Corinthians 5:10 10
 For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the 

body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.   
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2. I see four groups represented in the scriptures.  To which group do you belong? 

a. Those who flat out deny God and His Son Jesus Christ.  

i. Deuteronomy 7:10 and [God] repays those who hate Him to their 

face, to destroy them. [God] will not be slack with him who hates Him; 

[God] will repay him to his face.  

b. Those who think they are right with God, but they have fooled themselves. 

i. Matthew 7:21–23 
21

 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father in heaven. 
22

 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have 

we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and 

done many wonders in Your name?’ 
23

 And then I will declare to them, 

‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’   

c. Those who make it into heaven, but everything was burned up, but they 

made it in smoking 

i. 1 Cor 3:15 “If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, 

yet so as through fire.” 

ii. What’s the difference between the group that are told to depart and 

the group that make it in smoking? 

iii. Two issues: 

1. Have you repented from your sins?  Have you stopped 

walking in a lifestyle of sin? 

2. Did you really make Jesus Lord of your life?  Or are you living 

for yourself? 

d. Those who are saved and will be rewarded. 

i. 1 Cor 3:14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.   

3. Along with the spiritual maturity assessment, I want you to think about which group 

you belong to? 

a. If you are not in the fourth group, believers who will someday be rewarded, 

then what needs to change starting today? 
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b. Christian, everyday that goes by, you are adding something to the foundation.  

Is it something that will withstand the fires of testing, or will it all be burned 

up? 

1 Cor 3:16-17 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone 

defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.  

1. Believers should not, cannot continue to walk in sin because our body had become 

the Temple of God. 

a. 1 Corinthians 6:19  19
 Or do you not know that your body is the 

temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are 

not your own?   

b. Ephesians 2:19–22     19
 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 

foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 

God, 
20

 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 
21

 in whom the whole building, 

being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 
22

 in whom you 

also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.   

2. Christians are called to pursue a life of Holiness in our walk with Jesus. 

a. If you have no desire to walk in holiness, or if you are not convicted by the sin 

in your life that’s preventing you from living a holy life in and through Jesus… 

b. Then my only message to you is to repent and get right with God and Jesus. 

1 Cor 3:18-20 18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool 

that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their 

own craftiness”; 20 and again, “The LORD knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.”  

1. Thinking that they were wise was part of the problem 

a. Wisdom comes from the Spirit, 1 Cor 2:13 

1 Cor 3:21-23 21 Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours: 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the 

world or life or death, or things present or things to come—all are yours. 23 And you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 

1. I (Mike) don’t possess some special secret knowledge or gift; all things are yours. 

2. If you believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior and you are willing to turn from your 

sins, then Christ will gladly have you and you will be in Christ. 
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a. What a wonderful promise to know that as a believer, you are Christ’s 

b. He bought you, He owns you, He protects you, and He’ll preserve you until 

you have graduated from this life to the next. 

 

We are Body, Mind, and Spirit… 

1. The body is the thing you live in temporarily. 

2. The spirit is the deepest part of you, the ‘real’ you, the part of you that fellowship’s 

with God and lives forever in eternity when you accept Christ.  

3. The mind is your emotions and the control point that resides between the body and 

spirit. 

4. The question becomes what is going to control my mind? 

a. Am I going to be a carnal, given to the desires of my body. 

i. What feels good, what brings pleasure 

ii. Will your mind be consumed with thoughts of where you will be 

going? 

1. How you will be entertained? What you are going to eat? 

iii. Truly, if our body controls our thoughts & mind, then I am carnally 

minded and cannot please God. 

b. Or is my mind going to be controlled by the spirit? 

i. Will my spirit be linked to God’s Spirit?   

ii. As the day unfolds, will I be a spiritual man building on my foundation 

with things that will survive the test of fire? 

5. Challenging words from the Apostle Paul to get us out of spiritual infancy and into a 

mature walk w/ the Lord. 

 


