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Read 1 Cor 5:1-13 and Pray1
 

Context: The city of Corinth was a very sinful society.  It was a very sexually charged and 

completely immoral place.  Very similar to Los Vegas today.  Paul was writing to correct 

some of the problems that had worked their way into their midst. 

1. Some may misunderstand this passage and in light of Paul’s recommendation, some 

may think that it is harsh, unloving, and rude. 

2. It’s been said that “Rules without relationship breeds rebellion.”  

a. Not true here.  Remember: Paul had a relationship with these believers.  

b. He had stayed in Corinth during his 2nd missionary journey for over a year and 

a half.  He cared deeply for them. 

c. 2 Corinthians 2:4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to 

you, with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know 

the love which I have so abundantly for you.  

3. This is a portion of scripture that was directed not so much at the man who was 

sinning, but at the church who had allowed the sin to go on. 

1 Corinthians 5:1  1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual 

immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles—that a man has his father’s wife!  

1. It is actually reported – it was the talk of the town. 

2. The sin: Incest – sleeping with his step-mother. 

a. This was prohibited by both the Old Testament (Lev. 18:8; Deut. 22:22) and 

Roman law2. 

b. This was such an immoral act that even the unsaved Gentiles wouldn’t do 

such a thing openly or boastfully. 

3. The fact that Paul said nothing about disciplining the woman suggests that she was 

not a Christian. 

4. But things were just the opposite of the way they should have been. 

                                                   
1 Unless otherwise identified, Scriptures quotations are taken from the New King James Version. © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 

2 The Bible knowledge commentary : An exposition of the scriptures. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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a. This reminds me of an article I read while traveling.  Article3: 

AP: BEIJING — A man in southern China was sentenced to 13 years in jail for running a 

pornographic Web site, a state news agency reported Sunday, amid a national crackdown 

on lewd online content. 

The [Chinese] court… handed down the sentence to Huang Yizhong and fined him 

100,000 yuan ($14,600)… 

Huang pleaded guilty to charges of copying and spreading pornographic material on the 

Web site, which he ran since 2005… 

Last year, Chinese authorities caught nearly 5,400 people suspected of involvement in 

online pornography and vowed to strengthen Internet policing. 

Beijing's pervasive policing of the Internet is already among the world's most stringent. 

Authorities have said the "purification of the Internet" and fighting of online crime are 

closely tied to the country's stability. 

The Communist government says the main targets of its Web censorship are pornography, 

gambling and other sites deemed harmful to society… China's restrictions of the Internet 

are often referred to as the "Great Firewall of China." 

b. Godless Communist China is more concerned about this than is the “In God 

we Trust” boasting United States. 

i. According to respected news and research organizations, the United 

States is the top producer of pornographic web pages. 

ii. 89 percent of all porn sites are made in USA.4 

c. What’s sad is that so many in the US stand proudly behind those who create 

such filth and say that it’s a First Amendment right to do so. 

i. That’s the attitude we see in our passage… 

1 Cor 5:2 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken 

away from among you.  

1. Sexual immorality was just a symptom to a bigger problem. 

                                                   
3 http://sify.com/news/china-jails-man-13-years-for-running-porn-web-site-news-offbeat-kchmk3ceddb.html 

4 http://internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com/internet-pornography-statistics.html 
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2. The believers in Corinth had become so indoctrinated in sinful attitudes and 

behaviors that they were actually tolerating this type of behavior within their midst.  

a. They did not mourn about it; they did not weep over it; they did not feel the 

shame and agony of it. 

b. This was not a sin performed outside the camp, but within. 

1 Cor 5:3-5 3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) 

him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, 

with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be 

saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.  

1. In 1 Cor 4:5 Paul says, “Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 

comes…” and now Paul says concerning this guy, “I… have already judged” 

a. What’s going on here?  Is Paul being a hypocrite?  

b. Not at all!  In view of the Corinthian indifference to this matter, Paul was 

compelled to act.  

i. By the authority vested in him as an apostle, he passed judgment on 

the offender. 

ii. The church had a responsibility to act in this matter and Paul was 

making them aware of that responsibility. 

2. Paul was telling the church in Corinthian to enact the final step in the ‘Church 

Discipline’ process outlined in…  

a. Matthew 18:15-19 

3. More scriptures concerning this matter: 

a. Ephesians 5:3, 11 3
 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it 

not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints;  
11

 And have no 

fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.  

b. 2 Thessalonians 3:6  But we command you, brethren, in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks 

disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.  

4. The church leaders were to remove this man from the church itself. 
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a. This would expose him to the dreadfulness and loneliness and awfulness of 

the sin of which he was guilty. 

5. If you’ll remember from Chap 3, the words flesh and carnal come from the same 

Greek root word. 

a. So what Paul is really saying is that the church was to put this man out for the 

destruction of carnality, until he loathes the very thing he was practicing.  

b. The late Alan Redpath: “The man must sample the awfulness of his sin; be cut 

off, if you like, from the imaginary halo of church membership that might 

enable him to go on in sin and the think he was getting away with it. Let him 

be satiated with it until, like the prodigal, he begins to be in want and cries out, 

“I will arise and go to my Father!””5 

6. It does not say this, but I imagine that this guy might have thought or even said, “you 

want to kick me out? Says Who?!” 

a. Says Paul and says the Lord Jesus.  That’s what verse 4 is all about. 

b. The church could blame it on Paul or even on the Lord, but it had to be done. 

7. It was tough love and it worked. 

a. According to 2 Corinthians 2, this man did repent and Paul instructs the 

church in Corinth to welcome him back into their midst. 

8. But the problem wasn’t just this guy, it was the whole church’s attitude concerning 

this guy… 

1 Cor 5:6 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?  

1. They were boasting about how tolerant and accepting they were. 

2. This may have seemed like no big deal to the Christians in Corinth. 

a. Paul reminds them that this was no small matter and he reinforces his point 

by using a baking illustration. 

b. Those of you who have baked bread from scratch, you’ll understand, you 

need for example… 

                                                   
5 The Royal Route To Heaven. Calvary Chapel Publishing, © 2007 by the Redpath Family 
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i. A little bit of sugar and vegetable oil, some water and milk, some salt 

and an egg.  3 cups of flour.  And only 1 tablespoon of dry yeast. 

ii. BTW:  Yeast or leaven in the scriptures represents sin. 

c. A different illustration: you are out to lunch with a coworker or friend from 

your favorite social organization. 

i. You order the club sandwich with fries  (Chick-fil-a) 

ii. You are half-way through with your meal when you see a piece of 

food come flying from your friend’s month and land on your plate. 

iii. You didn’t see where it landed, but you are certain it landed on your 

plate.  How hungry are you now? 

iv. A little chewed up piece of French fry from that other person’s month 

can ruin your whole plate right?  That’s the principle Paul is making. 

3. Paul also told the troubled Christians in Galatia the same thing, “A little leaven 

leavens the whole lump.” (Gal 5:9) 

1 Cor 5:7 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For 

indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.  

1. He says, get rid of that leaven, that sin so that you will be a new lump, 

a. And oh by the way, you are a new lump already in Christ, you truly are unleavened 

Paul says. 

2. Why?  Because it’s part of our heritage.  

a. The Silva name comes from my Portuguese Great-Grandfather on my 

mother’s side of the family. 

i. I’ll explain why I have my mother’s last name and not my father’s last 

name on another occasion. 

ii. I also have Irish and Austrian in my blood on my mom’s side. 

b. When I was with my dad last week, I asked him what our ancestry is on his 

side of the family. 
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i. Best he knows it’s English, Irish, and possibly some Cherokee Indian.  

He’s checking into that with my Great-Aunt to be sure. 

1. If so, I want my share of the casino kick-backs (no, not really!) 

ii. That’s my family ancestry, but it doesn’t do much for me.   

iii. My rights and privileges are not based on my English, Irish, Austrian, 

Portuguese or Indian ancestry.  All that really matters is that I’m 

American. 

c. Back to Paul’s words, all that really matters is your spiritual ancestry – are 

you related to Christ. 

i. He is perfect and pure, He is “our Passover” 

ii. He was offered as a sacrifice that you might be forgiven of your sin 

saved eternally if you will trust Him by faith as your Savior and Lord. 

 

- Perfect timing with Easter just around the corner. 

There is a lot that goes into preparing for the Jewish Passover observance. (Sadder meal?) 

1. The removing of chametz (leavened products) from your house.   

a. All bread and baked goods that contain yeast must be removed from the 

house.  This is accomplished be giving your home a thorough, 

top-to-bottom, cleaning.  

i. Vacuum the carpets and floors, wipe clean the cupboards and 

bookshelves.  

ii. Make sure you get under the sofa cushions and the spaces between 

the floorboards.  

iii. You are not to leave even a crumb behind; it all has to go. 

b. These bread products must be put in a bag and burned outside the home. 

c. In addition to getting all of the leave out of your house… 
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2. Jews of the Old Testament had to pick a lamb without blemish to be used in the 

sacrifice. 

a. Not the old and sick lamb that they were hoping to get rid of anyways.   

b. No, this lamb had to be the best from their flock. 

3. Jesus, without leaven, without sin was the God’s very best, and was made an 

offering for you and for me. 

a. He is the Lamb of God, sacrificed for us. 

1 Cor 5:8 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  

1. Passover was and is celebrated by the Jew only once a year. 

a. Not so with us, born-again Christians.  We can and do regularly celebrate 

our Passover – Jesus Christ when we partake of Communion. 

2. But, we cannot truly be faithful to the Lord while walking in or even being accepting 

of malice and wickedness. 

a. The problem with the Corinthian Church was not that they were walking in 

malice and wickedness; the problem was that they were being accepting of it. 

3. Instead of accepting it, we are called to live a sin-free life in sincerity and truth. 

a. No one can do that, live a sin-free life, but that doesn’t relieve us from 

pursuing that standard of living in sincerity and truth. 

1 Cor 5:9 9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people.  

1. Paul is speaking of one of his previous letters that he wrote to them, an epistle that 

is not included in our bibles. 

 

1 Cor 5:10-13 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or 

extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I have written to you not to keep company 

with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner— 

not even to eat with such a person. 12 For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those 

who are inside? 13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil person.” 
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1. Evidently the Christians in Corinth were isolating themselves from all non-believers 

in Corinth. 

a. But that is not what Paul meant or intended. 

b. Paul is not saying we should all take the vow of a monk and go live up in the 

hills. 

c. We should be coming into contact with unbelievers for the purpose of 

sharing the gospel with them. 

2. What Paul is saying is that Christians are not to keep company or intermingle with 

those who are openly and defiantly walking in sin. 

3. It’s important to note: The attitude of the Christian toward the unsaved should never 

be one of judgment because of sin. 

a. God will judge the unbeliever.  

Challenge: 

1. How do we get to the place where something like this takes place and we’re okay 

with it? 

a. Example: Coffee stained teeth… surrounding influences. 

i. You need some heavy duty cleaning and whitening strips 

ii. Or you can just stop drinking it. 

b. Those who are around sinful behaviors, you need some heavy duty cleaning. 

c. Limit your exposure as much as possible. 

2. We are called to love one another, but what the Corinthian Christians were doing 

was not love. 

a. True love sometimes requires discipline and every parent knows this principle 

to be true. 

b. You need to understand that this is an example of church discipline and it is a 

model we will follow if necessary if someone is walking in sin. 

c. Not out of pride, but out of love and concern for that person. 
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3. Pride is the opposite of love because it produces self-concern, while love responds to 

the needs of others.  

a. Corinthian pride had produced not only disunity but also indifference and an 

unwillingness to exercise discipline within the church. 

4. They did not mourn about the sin; they did not weep over it; they did not feel the 

shame and agony of it. 

a. May that not be said about us. 

b. Don’t turn a blind eye to sin in the church.  Don’t have a hard-heart or 

proud heart over the matter. 

c. May our heart break over the things that break the Lord’s heart. 

d. May we have His eyes, His heart, His understanding, His concern and love. 

 

Notes:   

1. We are going to jump forward to 1 Cor 15 for the next 2 weeks in preparation for 

Easter. 

 


