
 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Calvary Chapel Iwakuni 

  Pastor Mike Silva 

  4/18/10 

1 

 

Intro: You call someone what they are based on what they do. 

1. The Corinthian Christians were condoning the sexual sin of a certain man in the 

church and Christian was taking his or her fellow Christian to the secular courts suing 

one another. 

a. So Paul addresses these problems in chapter 5 and the beginning of chap 6. 

2. The problem was that these Christians had the wrong focus! They were doing the 

wrong thing! 

Read (backing up to the beginning) 1 Cor 6:1-11 and Pray 1  

1. In the first 8 verses Paul specifically addresses the issue of Christians suing 

Christians. 

a. For the sake of their Christian witness Paul says in Verse 7 “Why do you not 

rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated. 

2. The spiritual truth is that someday, Christians will judge the world and angles. 

a. If they are to be entrusted with such a significant role in Christ’s Kingdom, 

can’t they resolve their insignificant earthly issues without airing out their 

dirty laundry before all the unbelievers of Corinth? 

3. The implication behind verses 9-11 is that these believers in Corinth were beginning 

to act like the unrighteous who are NOT saved… 

1 Corinthians 6:9  9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 

be deceived.  

1. Paul presents his third “Do you not know” question of this chapter. 

a. The implication is that they should have known. 

2. Apparently some of the Christians in Corinth had been deceived by false teachers 

and/or bad doctrine concerning this matter, so Paul says, “Do not be deceived.” 

i. Don’t be mistaken, don’t believe the deception… 

ii. The Truth is that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God. (Repeat) 

                                                   
1 Unless otherwise marked, all scriptures taken from the New King James Version. © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 
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3. The word unrighteous is a broad term meaning violators of the law in the widest sense. 

Thankfully Paul gives us a list of examples of what qualifies as unrighteous. (List of 10) 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 

be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor 

covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  

1. Fornicators – sexually immoral or those who indulge in sexual sin. 

a. This is generally directed toward the unmarried person. 

b. Often single folks overlook the significance of this because they think that all 

that is required is faithfulness in marriage and since they are not married, these 

commands do not apply. 

c. But God’s standard is high, it’s holiness.  Anything less than holiness is 

missing the mark. 

d. The “single saint” must cast themselves upon God and His Holy Spirit to 

remain pure and undefiled in this corrupt and dirty world. 

e. No Christian, whether single or married should be looking at pornography; 

this includes sexually provocative and explicit photos and images. 

f. Sexual activity is a beautiful thing in marriage and that’s where it needs to 

stay. 

g. For those who are single, don’t fool yourselves, if you’re not having sex, but 

you are doing all manner of sexual activity just short of sex, according to 

God’s standard you are fornicating.  

2. Idolaters – idol worshippers.  

a. The first of the Ten Commandments says, “I am the Lord your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  You shall 

have no other gods before Me.” (Exodus 20:2-3) 

b. The standard for this is that we would love the Lord our God with all our heart, 

with all our soul, and with all our strength (Deut 6:5, Matt 22:37). 

c. This commandment is not limited to the worship of religious deities; this 

means that we are not to put anything before the Lord. 
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d. He and He alone demands ALL of our attention,  

i. From the intimate matters of the heart to the depths of our intellect…  

ii. From the searchings of our soul to the might of our strength, we are to 

give our first and best to Him! 

e. When we fail to give Him our first and our best, we become idolaters to 

whatever has received our first and best. 

i. Position, Power, Possessions, Perception 

3. Adulterers – This refers specifically to married people who indulge in sexual acts 

outside of marriage. 

a. It not only affects the person involved, but it so deeply hurts the innocent 

spouse and often has huge negative effects on the children. 

b. Because marriage is sacred, this is an especially wicked sin in the eyes of God. 

c. In the Old Testament, the penalty for adultery was the death. 

d. In the OT and especially in the New Testament, the marriage institution is 

used to help us understand and see how Christians are related to Christ. 

e. Jesus is the Groom and believers are the Bride.  Our relationship is a 

marriage. 

f. When adultery is committed, the very picture of how Jesus relates to us is 

defiled. 

g. Jesus also helped us understand that the intents of our heart are just as 

damning as the physical act itself.  

i. Matt 5:28 I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her 

has already committed adultery with her in his heart.   

4&5  Homosexuals and sodomites; what’s the difference? 

a. Based on the original Greek language, the word for Homosexual speaks of the 

passive partner where as the word for sodomite speaks of the active partner in 

the homosexual relationship. – Specific to Men 
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b. Some have tried to say that because these terms are specific to men that 

female homosexuality is okay and that belief is wrong. 

c. When you consider the whole counsel of God, that is, all that God has to say 

on this topic, you clearly find that God is against homosexuality on a whole to 

include “women [who] exchanged the natural use for what is against nature” 

(Rom 1:26). 

6&7  Thieves and Covetous – related to the same basic sin of greed. 

a. Greed is the manifestation of selfishness. 

b. The covetous person desires that which belongs to others; the thief actually 

takes it. 

c. The problem with leaving selfishness unchecked in our lives is that it is 

NEVER satisfied! 

d. The greedy only demand more and more!  Greed has an insatiable appetite.  

e. The mind of the covetous person is consumed with his or her personal desire. 

ii. To the neglect of self and others. 

iii. These consuming thoughts lead the selfish and greedy person to justify 

why they must have it and why getting it, or worse, why taking it is not 

wrong. 

f. How do you know if you have a covetous heart?  Ask yourself… 

iv. What are your thoughts concerning the things you do not have? 

v. Do you find that you can’t get it out of your mind? 

vi. Does it drive you crazy that you don’t have it yet? 

vii. Are you on ebay for hours on end while life takes place without you? 

viii. If so, you have become like a thief; you have stolen joy, peace, support, 

and love from those closest to you because of your obsession. 

8  Drunkards – self-explanatory.  Is your first reaction to turn to and depend on the 

bottle when times get tough? 
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h. Is the only way you wind down is with a drink?  You may be a drunkard. 

9  Revilers – slanderers or those who destroy with their tongue and they wound with 

their words. 

i. Why does God despise this?  Because such words come from a heart that is 

full of hate which causes misery, pain and despair in the lives of those 

attacked. 

10  Extortioners – swindlers, or those who cheat people. 

j. It’s people who take unfair advantage of other to promote their own gain. 

Is this an all inclusive list?  No… 

A Few Additional Important Cross References on the topic of unrighteousness… 

1. Galatians 5:19–21  
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 

jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, 

murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I 

also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God.  

2. READ Ephesians 5:1-7  

3. Colossians 3:5, 8  
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the 

earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 

idolatry.   8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 

wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.   

4. Getting the idea?  The word of God is clear; those who practice these things, that is, 

those who actively practice and pursue these things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God. 

5. 1 John 1:6–9 
6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, 

we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, 

we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 

us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   
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6. You might be thinking… “But what about that prayer I said some time back when I 

went forward at the end of the preacher’s message?”  I say, “What about it?” 

a. I’ve learned from both the Scriptures and by experience that a saved life is a 

changed life. 

b. In the Parable of the Sower, not all seed was established. (Mark 4:1-9, 13-20) 

c. Matt 3:8 John the Baptist said, “Bear fruit worthy of repentance” 

d. 2 Corinthians 13:5  
5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the 

faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 

you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.  

e. Phil 2:12b  work out your own salvation with fear and trembling   

7. I’m not sharing this with you so that you will doubt your salvation. 

a. The scriptures are clear that we can be sure of this, that he who began a good 

work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ (Phil 1:6 

ESV) for He who calls you is faithful (1 Thes 5:24). 

8. Paul’s purpose here is not to give a list of sins that will indicate one has lost his 

salvation. 

a. No, he is giving us a list of sinners who are typical of the unsaved. 

b. Persons whose lives are characterized by such sins are not saved and therefore 

unrighteous.  They shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

9. We have further confidence in what Paul writes in verse 11 of our passage… 

1 Corinthians 6:11 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you 

were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  

1. Remember that Paul is writing to the Christians in Corinth. 

a. He’s basically saying, “Why do you keep living like the unsaved, the 

unrighteous?” (paraphrase) 

b. “Why do you keep falling into the ways of your old life, the life from which 

Christ saved you?” (paraphrase) 



 

 

7 

 

c. Why are you following the world’s standards with selfish and ungodly 

motives? 

d. Paul’s saying that they shouldn’t follow the old way, the world’s way because 

that’s what they were, but not what they are presently. 

2. They are not the same as before, or at least they should not be for 3 reasons. 

a. They were washed. – This Represents New Life 

i. This is not speaking of baptism, although Baptism is a picture of 

having our sins washed away. 

ii. No, the past tense form of this word indicates that this was one 

decisive action. 

iii. When we were born again, we were washed with the blood of the 

Lamb. 

iv. READ John 13:3-10a  

v. John 15:3 Jesus said,  
3
 You are already clean because of the word 

which I have spoken to you. 

vi. True believers have been washed. 

b. They were sanctified. 

i. Simply put, they were set apart.  They were set apart for God. 

ii. This Represents a New Behavior. 

1. In my house, we love strawberries. 

2. We can’t put them out in one big bowl, we have to set apart an 

equal amount for each person.  The strawberries on each little 

plate are designate for one person. 

iii. Believers are set apart: If we are set apart, then it is only logical that 

we not go on acting in the same manner as before. 

iv. 2 Corinthians 5:17  
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have 

become new. Ą Including our Behavior. 
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c. They were justified which has two parts to it… 

i. They were acquitted of all sin and wrong doing. 

ii. They were declared righteous. 

iii. This Represents a New Status or Standing 

3. One of the worst things we hear of today is when a person, after serving their time is 

released from prison and they repeat their crime! 

a. I ask: How many of us are guilty of that very thing?  God has released us and 

forgiven us, and how do we repay the gracious and loving Judge?   

b. By being a repeat offender?  These things ought not be so! 

c. Romans 6:12–13 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that 

you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as 

instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being 

alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to 

God.   

Conclusion: You call someone what they are based on what they do.  What would God call 

us? 

1. Alan Redpath: “It is impossible to live like the devil’s children and hope to go to 

heaven with God’s children.” 

2. Oh, the tragedy of carnality: people occupied with petty quarrels that ruin Christian 

testimony, when they are destined one day to judge the world and angels! 

3. We are intended in this life to live in the glory of Christ and by His power in us.  

This is what we are by the grace of God and in the sight of God. 

4. Therefore, in the power of the Spirit, we should be what we are, so that one day we 

will be fit and ready to take part in Christ’s kingdom. 

5. If people looked at your life, how would they characterize it? 

a. Would they be able to tell that you are a disciple of Jesus Christ? 

6. When I read those unrighteous deeds, works of the flesh, were there any that describe 

you? 
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a. Do you feel guilty?  Repent and be saved by giving your life, your heart, 

your all to Jesus by faith; and if you do, you will be washed, sanctified, and 

justified. 

7. You know you’re saved, but you’ve begun to embrace the old life again?   

a. Repent!  Clean your feet and resume your walk with the Lord. 


