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Intro: Today we are continuing our study in 1 Corinthians 7  

1. On a whole, this chapter deals with Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage as well as 

serving the Lord as a single saint. 

a. Two weeks ago we looked at sexuality inside and outside of marriage and 

what God‟s standards and expectations are. 

b. Last week our study focused mainly on divorce. 

2. This week we will be looking at 1 Cor 7:17-24 and here in the middle of this chapter 

Paul interjects a significant spiritual principle. 

a. This spiritual principle is to be applied to what he has just shared in 1 Cor 

7:1-16 as well as what‟s to follow in 1 Cor 7:25-40. 

b. But the application of this spiritual principle found in these verses we are 

looking at today is not limited to the context of 1 Corinthians 7 alone. 

3. I want to make sure you understand… 

a. 1 Cor 7:17-24 needs to be understood in context with the rest of this chapter. 

b. But I also want you to understand that 1 Cor 7:17-24 can have a much broader 

application that can also be applied to many other circumstances in life. 

4. For that reason, I have dedicated this morning‟s message to nothing other than diving 

into this spiritual principle that we might know it and know how to apply it.  

5. Here‟s the basic principle of this passage: Christians should willingly accept the 

situation into which God has placed them and be content to serve Him there. 

a. The problem is that our human nature rebels against this very principle. 

b. When we don‟t like our circumstances, we want to do what we can to change 

them, would you agree? 

c. But there are simply some circumstances that we cannot nor should not try to 

change.   

d. In those cases, how do we handle them?  Paul helps us understand this. 

6. What Paul wants us to understand is that we are not to be preoccupied with changing 

our outward circumstances; at least to the extent that it hinders our walk with God. 
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Read 1 Cor 7:17-24 and Pray1  

1. Question 1: What is the chief way by which we learn to how to live the Christian 

Life? 

a. By your parents?  By the church? 

b. The answer is by God‟s Word – our bible, which gives us instructions and 

examples of how to live and what to do (or not do in some instances). 

i. It‟s not like a NATOPS manual or the user‟s manual for your camera. 

c. In Hebrews 4:12 it tells us, “For the word of God is living and powerful, and 

sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 

spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 

of the heart.” 

2. Q2: What are we as Christians principally called to do? 

a. Or let me put it this way: what is the church principally to do? 

b. Have we been called to be leaders in social and political reform? 

3. Our calling is what‟s often referred to as „The Great Commission‟.  In Matt 28:19 

Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” 

a. Christ was clear during His earthly ministry that He had not come to start a 

social or political revolution, instead, He came “to seek and to save that 

which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) 

b. He was not concerned about outward change, but true inward change. 

c. He was not concerned with actions as much as He was about attitude. 

d. He was not as concerned about the political climate as He was about the 

condition of the heart. 

4. Should our focus be any different than that of our Lord and Master? 

a. Regardless of our circumstances, is our heart right before God?  And how are 

we helping those around us make sure their heart is right with God? 

                                                   
1 Unless otherwise marked, all scriptures taken from the New King James Version. © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 
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1 Corinthians 7:17 17 But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him 

walk. And so I ordain in all the churches.  

“Called” used 9 times. Every born-again believer has been called in several ways. 

1. Most Importantly, if you are a believer, then you‟ve been called into the faith 

a. Romans 8:29–30 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 

many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom 

He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also 

glorified.   

b. 2 Thessalonians 2:13–14 
13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always 

for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose 

you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 14 

to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.   

2. We have been called to make disciples. 

a. That‟s the great commission I just shared with you. 

3. We have been called to be stewards of our time, talents, and treasures. 

a. Jesus shared a number of parables concerning this matter of which we will not 

explore this morning, but please understand… 

b. God is looking for more than just your Sunday Morning. 

c. From the great hymn „I Surrender All‟ the words go: 

All to Jesus I surrender,  

All to Him I freely give;  

I will ever love and trust Him,  

In His presence daily live.2 

d. Have you fully surrendered your all to Him?  Time, talents, and treasures? 

e. Can you say that God gets your first and your best? 

                                                   

2 Logos Hymnal. 1995 (1st edition.). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
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4. We must also be faithful with the gifts God has given us. 

a. It says, “as God has distributed to each one”; we have each received gifts from God 

for the works of ministry (Eph 4:11). 

b. Would you say that you have been faithful in using your gifts…  

i. For works of ministry?  For His glory? 

Paul continues, “as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk” 

1. The word “Walk” in the original Greek does not simply mean to walk. 

a. It means to live or behave in a customary manner, with possible focus upon 

continuity of action
3
 

b. The idea of walking is actually a good one analogy.   

i. Not stagnant.  It‟s moving.  Moving forward. 

c. Did you know that walking… 

i. Improves the efficiency of your heart and lungs 

ii. Burns body fat 

iii. Raises your metabolism so you are burning calories faster, even while 

you rest 

iv. Helps control your appetite; Increases your energy 

v. Helps relieve stress 

vi. Reduces levels of cholesterol in your blood 

vii. Lowers high blood pressure 

viii. Helps control and prevent diabetes 

d. So too in our faith, when we are moving forward, when our faith is in continual 

action, there are countless spiritual health benefits that are enjoyed. 

e. When we walk in the faith, 

i. Our actions create fruit. 

ii. For a Christian, it‟s not about eating fruit, it‟s about producing fruit. 

                                                   

3 Vol. 1: Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament  
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iii. Along the path or walkway of faith we learn patience, perseverance, 

character; we are strengthened; we are encouraged; we become more 

like Christ. 

iv. When we walk in the faith, we are gaining eternal rewards. 

2. Recognizing your calling and walking in it, this is what should be occurring in all of 

the church, without exception. 

a. Whether Baptist, Methodist, Calvary Chapel, or Pentecostal; believers should 

be walking with the Lord and pointing people to the Lord through the use of 

our gifts. 

b. Is Calvary Chapel on a whole doing that?  It depends on what the majority of 

the people here are doing. 

3. Since you are the church: Do people know you are a believer because you come here, 

or do they know that you are a believer because they can see your faith in action? 

 

1 Corinthians 7:18-19 18 Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Was 

anyone called while uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is 

nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what matters.  

1. This may actually sound a little weird, but back in Paul‟s day, there were those who 

actually pursued and obtained a particular type of surgery that reversed the 

appearance of circumcision. 

a. This was done because business transactions were sometimes discussed not at 

the golf course like today, but at the gym or in the bathhouse. 

b. Jews did not want to loose the opportunity to enter into a business transaction 

with a Gentile simply because they were a circumcised Jew. 

2. But the greater principle is if they were a Jew, they didn‟t need to act like they 

weren‟t a Jew to be accepted by Christ… 

a. And likewise, if they weren‟t a Jew, they didn‟t need to act like a Jew to be 

accepted by Christ. 

b. Jesus has accepted you as you are. 



 

 

6 

 

3. I believe you can paraphrase Paul‟s words in this way, “If you’re called as a Jew, then 

be a believing Jew. If you’re called as a Gentile, be a believing Gentile.  You don’t 

have to change who you are.” 

4. Really, being a Gentile or a Jew was not important, note what Paul says at the end of 

verse 19, “keeping the commandments of God is what matters.” 

a. In 1 Samuel 15 King Saul wanted to offer a sacrifice, but he was acting in 

disobediene… 

b. In 1 Samuel 15:22 Samuel said [to Saul]: “Has the LORD as great delight in 

burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to 

obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.”  

c. Micah 6:8  He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does 

the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly 

with your God?   

5. God desires that we obediently follow his commandments. 

a. What are the commandments of God? 

b. Jesus told us that "‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the first and great 

commandment.  And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.'  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

– Matthew 22:37-40 

 

1 Corinthians 7:20 20 Let each one remain in the same calling in which he was called.  

1. Remember, it‟s a gift and it‟s by God‟s grace that He helps you to live for Him. 

2. When Paul asked the Lord to deliver him from his circumstances, the Lord responded, 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness” 

3. In the context of what Paul just shared in verses 12 and 13, where he said, a believing 

spouse is to stay with the unbelieving spouse if the unbeliever is willing to stay, we 

are to apply this verse (repeat vs 20). 

a. But perhaps you as a believer feel like you‟re being held back by your 

unbelieving spouse!   
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b. Maybe your thought is that you could really serve the Lord if you weren‟t with 

that person anymore. 

c. Listen, you are serving the Lord by staying with that person.   

i. Remain there Paul says and remember verse 16.   

4. Now this same principal can be applied to your work situation, even your living 

situation…  

1 Corinthians 7:21 21 Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be 

made free, rather use it.  

1. Being a slave speaks of working conditions, something we can relate to our vocations 

today. 

2. In other words, a Christian‟s vocational situation is a matter of little importance 

a. If you can be freed from some type of restricting work arrangement, great! 

b. If not, it is not a thing to worry about. 

c. It‟s not going to hinder your relationship with the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 7:22-23 22 For he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lordõs freedman. Likewise he 

who is called while free is Christõs slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.  

1. What matters is that every Christian should realize that regardless of their work 

situation, they are Christ‟s slave and that everything they do is really for Christ and no 

one else.  

a. All believers, regardless of their work status or condition, are also in Christ‟s 

service and our focus should be on ultimately pleasing our Lord and Master, 

Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 7:24 24 Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called. 

1. Stay with God in that calling whatever that calling may be. 

 

How can we apply this passage?   

1. This doesn‟t mean you can remain in sin! 
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2. Of course there is the context of this chapter that must be considered. 

a. If you are married to an unbeliever, if they are willing to stay, you are 

commanded to stay and point that person to Christ. 

A broader application: Turn to Ephesians 6:5-8 

1. God wants you to serve Him right now, right where you are at.  It begins in your 

current environment. 

2. But I‟ve seen many people use their circumstances as the reason why they are not 

serving the Lord. 

a. What can be said of the husband and wife relationship can also be applied to 

the work place.   

i. Especially for Military service members who have signed a 

commitment for a period of time. 

3. Maybe you feel that you just can‟t serve the Lord right now.  Why? 

a. Maybe you think that once you are done with your commitment in the USMC, 

then you will serve the Lord. 

4. Be faithful in the workplace, even if your boss is an unbeliever, you work your 

hardest while you are there, and just keep praying… 

a. “Lord, this is for you!” Be a light for Jesus! 

b. Don‟t despise your current situation, your billet, your department head, your 

whatever.  Just remember that you are Christ‟s slave and you are serving 

Him! 

5. I also want to reminder you that a vast majority of “ministry” takes place outside of 

the church. 

a. I am with you for less than 2 hours on a Sunday morning. 

b. How many different people do you see?  And how much time do you spend 

with them. 

c. While I was at my sister‟s wedding in Cali, there were two men at the wedding 

who worked with my Dad. 
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i. These men are guys who were unbelievers and through my dad‟s 

witness, these guys accepted the Lord. 

ii. Mind you, I‟m not a pastor‟s kid.  Meaning my dad is not a pastor, he 

works in a 3M warehouse in Ontario, CA filling orders for delivery. 

iii. Yet he seized the opportunity to serve the Lord; and he faithfully 

pointed those men to Christ. 

6. This can also be applied to your time here in Iwakuni. 

a. I know that some people have come here to Iwakuni kicking and screaming. 

b. You didn‟t want orders here.  Military member or spouse. 

c. This is not what you wanted and you have struggled with not having the job 

you wanted or being away from family, friends and so many other “American” 

things. 

d. Understand, if you are here, then you have been called to Iwakuni for one 

reason or another. 

e. I encourage you: be faithful.  Serve the Lord!  Use the gifts that He has 

distributed to you for His Glory. 

7. Final point:  those who have struggled with their circumstances must learn 

Contentment 

a. Paul told Timothy, “Now godliness with contentment is great gain.” 1 Tim 

6:6 

b. Hebrews 13:5-6 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content 

with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you 

nor forsake you." So we may boldly say: "The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. 

What can man do to me?"   

8. Let‟s be content and faithful in the place God has called us, using our gifts to point 

others to Christ. 

 


