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Intro: Today we are continuing our study in 1 Corinthians 7  

1. On a whole, this chapter deals with Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage as well as 

serving the Lord as a single saint. 

a. Last week we looked at 1 Cor 7:17-24 where Paul interjected a significant 

spiritual principle. 

i. The principle was this: Christians should willingly accept the situation 

into which God has placed them and be content to serve Him there. 

2. Today, I want to jump ahead just a couple of verses within chapter 7 to verse 29 and 

look at just verses 29-31 in our time together. 

a. Then, Lord willing, next week we’ll come back and finish the chapter, verses 

25-40. 

b. But I believe that verses 29-31 deserve special attention. 

Read 1 Cor 7:29-31 and Pray1  

1. This past week I thought, why not finish the chapter first and then go back and look at 

29-31, but as I prayed over this passage I thought… 

a. What if the Lord comes back before next Sunday, which message should I 

give in light of these circumstances? 

b. Which passage would best help prepare the church of our coming King? 

2. Then I continued to think… What if the Lord doesn’t come back, but it’s still my last 

message?  What if my life is required of me before Sunday, May 30 comes? 

a. Or, what if this is the last message you’ll hear because your life will be 

required of you before we gather again? 

3. Just about everyone here is young and healthy and I’m just as guilty as the next 

person in assuming that I’ll be here next week, and the week after, and the week after 

that as well. 

a. But we have no guarantee of such longevity. 

                                                   
1 Unless otherwise marked, all scriptures taken from the New King James Version. © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 
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b. On January 12, 2010 a 7.0 magnitude earthquake rocked Haiti which claimed 

the lives of an estimated 230,000 people. 

c. In one event, near a ¼ million people lost their life. 

d. For perspective, Iwakuni’s population is about 110K.  Imagine the entire 

population of Iwakuni plus another 120K wiped out all at one time. 

4. Today’s message is important because we have no guarantee that we will be here 

tomorrow. 

a. The time is short and life is unpredictable.  

b. So in my mind the issue was decided, we’ll look at verses 29-31 first because 

the time is running out, time is short… 

 

1 Corinthians 7:29a  29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short,  

1. Time is short because life is short. 

2. James, the half-brother of Jesus put it this way, he said ―Life is a vapor‖ 

a. James 4:14b–16 For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a 

little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 

wills, we shall live and do this or that.” 16 But now you boast in your 

arrogance. All such boasting is evil.   

3. We have hope as Christians in knowing that we are going to be with the Lord, soon! 

a. According to 2 Cor 5:8 we know that to be absent from the body means to be 

present with the Lord. 

4. When will this life end?  We don’t know.   

a. Many of you could live into your 70s or 80s. 

b. But any one of us could walk out of the building today for the very last time. 

c. None of us know how or when this life will end. 

d. I’m not trying to scary you; just awaken you to the reality of life.  Life is 

fragile, unpredictable, and short. 
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e. As a community we were reminded of this with the untimely death of a 

teacher just two weeks ago. 

f. When will our time come?  We don’t know. 

 

Repeat 1 Corinthians 7:29a  29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short,  

1. Yes, life is short and we need to make sure we are doing things that matter, but the 

primary implication is that Jesus is coming soon! 

a. We are talking about the rapture. 

b. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 

thus we shall always be with the Lord.   

i. The word Rapture in our language comes from the Latin word for 

―caught up‖ in this verse. 

c. 1 Corinthians 15:52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.   

2. Could some say that what Paul says here is unreliable because Paul wrote this way 

back when and Jesus still hasn’t come? 

a. Understand, we are now closer to Jesus’ return than at any other time in 

history. 

3. I will not be giving you a full exposition on eschatology today, but I do want to share 

a couple of key things with you. 

4. READ Matthew 24:3-8 Wars, rumors of wars, famines, pestilences, and 

earthquakes.   

a. All these things have been happening for a while, and I won’t argue with that. 

b. But have you noticed that they have been increasing in frequency, intensity, 

and magnitude?  
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c. Romans 8:22, 21 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors 

with birth pangs together until now… [as it waits to] be delivered from the 

bondage of corruption…   

5. READ Matthew 24:36-42  

a. So we are to watch! 

b. But, I have further evidence from the bible that confirms that time is short. 

6. Ezekiel – a prophet and priest who lived among the other citizens of the nation of 

Judah as a captive of Babylon during the years of the Captivity.  

a. He is the author of the book of Ezekiel in the Old Testament. 

b. The last 16 chapters of his book deals with the future blessings of God’s 

Covenant People, Israel, much of which will be fulfilled at Jesus Christ’s 

second coming. 

7. What’s huge is that it says in… 

a. Ezekiel 36:10-11 I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, all of 

it; and the cities shall be inhabited and the ruins rebuilt. I will multiply upon 

you man and beast; and they shall increase and bear young; I will make you 

inhabited as in former times, and do better for you than at your beginnings. 

Then you shall know that I am the LORD.   

b. Ezekiel 36:24 For I will take you from among the nations, gather you 

out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.   

c. Ezekiel 37:21  … ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Surely I will take the children 

of Israel from among the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather 

them from every side and bring them into their own land;    

d. This is huge because on May 14, 1948, God delivered on His promise to 

gather the Jewish people from many nations, after almost 2,000 years in exile, 

and God reorganized the people into a nation recognized by the world. 

e. Then in Ezekiel 37:22 God said, ―and I will make them one nation in the land, 

on the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; they shall 

no longer be two nations, nor shall they ever be divided into two kingdoms 

again.‖  
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i. Who is this king? 

f. God tells us in Ezekiel 37:24–25, 
24 “David My servant shall be king over 

them, and they shall all have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My 

judgments and observe My statutes, and do them. 25 Then they shall dwell in 

the land that I have given to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; and 

they shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children’s children, 

forever; and My servant David shall be their prince forever.   

i. Read Jesus Christ’s genealogy recorded in Matthew 1 and you will 

find that He is a direct descendant of King David  

ii. He is the one that will rule over Israel forever. 

g. And we will be with Jesus Christ when all of this occurs if we have been born 

again into the faith. 

h. The nation of Israel has been reorganized by God Himself in preparation for 

Christ’s return, so understand that the time is short! 

8. The scriptures tell us in 1 Peter 4:7,  But the end of all things is at hand; 

therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.   

9. Whether the Lord comes back for us today—or whether we live out full lives, time is 

rapidly coming to a close because the Lord’s coming is nearer.  

 

In these verses, Paul identifies three obstacles that could keep us from investing in the things 

of eternity… 

Three things to be careful… 

Three things that can hinder us from living for God the way that we should today. 

1 Corinthians 7:29b  the time is short, so that from now on even those who have wives should 

be as though they had none,  

1. The first potential pitfall is in the area of relationships.  

2. Please don’t misunderstand.  Paul is not teaching that marriage is no longer binding, 

nor should a spouse act as though they were not married. 
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a. Read Genesis 2, Ephesians 5, Colossians 3, 1 Peter 2 & 3, Matthew 19, and all 

of 1 Corinthians 7 and you will see that couples are commanded to stay 

together, be committed to one another, and to fulfill one another’s needs. 

b. What Paul is saying is that marriage should not at all reduce one’s devotion to 

the Lord and service to Him. 

c. Colossians 3:2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 

3. Again, the first potential pitfall is in the area of relationships.  

a. There are people who miss out on being engaged in kingdom work because 

they’re caught up in family relationships.  

4. They always have a reason as to why they are not more involved with serving the 

Lord. 

a. We’re pregnant, so we are limited physically in what we can do. But after the 

baby’s born, then… 

b. We have little kids at home and it’s just too hard right now trying to keep the 

little ones on a schedule.  But once the kids get a little older, then… 

c. Going to spouses functions at the unit just keeps me too busy right now to 

serve the Lord.  But I’m doing this for my husband… 

d. Taking the kids to Scouts or Baseball, kumon and other after school clubs has 

us running crazy and there’s just not time for the Lord.  But once this season 

is over, then… 

5. Please don’t misunderstand, I’m not condemning these things, I’m only saying they 

are wrong when you allow them to come before and stand in the place of serving the 

Lord. 

a. Time is short?  What’s important?  What’s going to make an eternal 

impact? 

6. My family is a blessing to me and means so much to me. 

a. Sonya is precious and wonderful and beautiful in so many ways, but she’s not 

my life. 
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b. Yes, I’m called to love her and give myself to her like Christ loved the church 

and gave Himself for her, but that can only be done if I am loving the Lord 

first! 

c. My kids, I’d do anything for them!  But I will keep my love for the Lord as 

primary and then my wife and kids follow. 

7. All too often those who focus completely on the family  find problems 

abounding within the family because they weren’t true to the calling God placed upon 

their lives in the first place. 

a. Get outside of yourselves, married couple. Say, ―We’re engaged in something 

bigger than ourselves—it’s called eternity.‖  

8. Seek first the kingdom, Husband and wife, Mom and Dad—and watch everything else 

fall into place (Matthew 6:33). 

 

1 Corinthians 7:30a 30 those who weep as though they did not weep, those who rejoice as though they did 

not rejoice,  

1. The second obstacle to keeping eternity’s values in view is in the area of emotions.  

2. The most widespread disease today is ―I‖ disease—people focused on themselves, 

analyzing why they’re depressed or why they’re discouraged.  

a. But the more they analyze themselves, the more depressed they become.  

b. Paul’s remedy is simple: Weep with those who weep and rejoice with those 

who rejoice (Romans 12:15).  

c. In other words, get involved with how others are doing. It’s amazing what will 

happen. The Lord will use you, and you’ll be set free if you get your eyes off 

yourself. 

3. The mature Christian does not get so swept up in the emotion of this life, so as to lose 

the eternal motivation, hope, and purpose that we should have in following Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 7:30b-31 those who buy as though they did not possess, 31 and those who use this world as not 

misusing it. For the form of this world is passing away.  
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1. Finally, Paul names possessions as the third obstacle to seeing the big picture of the 

kingdom.  

2. Buying, possessing, and this world all refer to materialism and worldly pleasures. 

a. Believers are not to be swept up in earthly enterprises so that heavenly matters 

become secondary. 

3. He who is caught up in his investment portfolio or in the fashion of this world will be 

too busy, too preoccupied to engage in real ministry.  

a. Yes, we should be wise stewards—but our possessions should not preoccupy 

us.  

4. That’s one of the reasons Tithing is so important. 

a. When you learn to give your first tenth, that’s a tithe – a tenth, you are 

learning how to hold the world’s material possession loosely. 

b. As a ministry, we are careful not to over emphasize giving.  I feel that that is 

between you and the Lord.  I often go into the office and pray while we 

receive our tithes and offerings so I don’t see whose giving and whose not.  

c. 2 Corinthians 9:7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 

grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.   

5. Concerning your giving… 

a. You should give with the right attitude or don’t give at all. 

b. Your tithe should be your first tenth, not your last tenth, not your leftovers.  

i. If Jesus came to your house tonight for dinner, would you feed Him 

your best recipe made fresh and allow Him to get the first helping? 

ii. Or would you feed Him Monday night’s leftover meatloaf that’s been 

in the frig for a week because no one else in the house wanted it? 

iii. In like manner, what are you giving to Jesus as it relates to tithes and 

offerings? 

6. There’s an important principle here! 
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a. When you try to buy and possess and use this world, you will find that it never 

satisfies. 

i. The large HD flat-screen wall-mounted TV just isn’t as satisfying now 

knowing that 3D televisions are now hitting the market. 

ii. Savings portfolios and IRAs are just not as exciting when the market’s 

in a slump. 

b. When you try to hold onto the world’s possessions, it’s going to have a hold 

on you. 

7. A friend of my mine put it this way, if you knew that a company stock was about to 

bomb, drop to almost nothing, how interested would you be in investing in that 

company? 

a. No one in their right mind would invest in any company knowing that they 

were about to sink. 

b. Yet we have this very information concerning the world, Paul said, ―For the form 

of this world is passing away‖ so why invest in the world when we know it’s future? 

8. Learning how to give is so freeing because every time you put money in the offering, 

you’re giving away a part of your shortsightedness and selfishness. 

 

But this I say, brethren, the time is short… For the form of this world is passing away. 

1. 1 John 2:17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does 

the will of God abides forever.   

2. The Lord isn’t saying, ―Don’t focus on your relationships, your emotions, or your 

possessions because I want you to be miserable.‖  

a. Quite the opposite. His intention is for you to be free.  

b. And the way to freedom is to forget about yourself and seek first the kingdom.  

c. This applies to marriage, to emotions, to possessions.  

d. When you seek first the kingdom, everything else is added to you—and you’re 

blessed beyond belief.  
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e. Time is short.  Be about the work of eternity.   

f. Maintain a walk with the Lord personally. Serve Him however He leads you 

enthusiastically. And you’ll be blessed abundantly. 

3. Romans 13:11–14  
11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time 

to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of 

darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, 

not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But 

put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.   

 


