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Intro:  We would normally resume where we last left off in our systematic study of God’s 

Word, but with Easter just one week away, I have chosen to jump ahead to 1 Corinthians 15 

that we might properly prepare our hearts and minds to observe the anniversary of our 

Lord’s resurrection day. 

Read 1 Cor 15:1-4 and Pray 1 

1. Context:  1 Corinthians on a whole is a book addressing problems.  Paul was 

writing to correct some of these problems and issues. 

2. 1 Corinthians 15 is a chapter that deals with an error in their doctrine. 

a. What is Doctrine: Teaching or instruction that encompasses the core 

principles of a group or entity. 

b. For the Christians in Corinth, they were not holding a correct view of the 

resurrection. 

3. What is resurrection?   It is rising again from the dead.   

a. So logically resurrection follows death.  Just as paycheck follows the work 

performed and victory follows the competition, so too resurrection follows 

death. 

b. Without death, there is no need for resurrection. 

c. But, in order to fully understand and appreciate the resurrection, the 

necessity of Christ’s death and resurrection, we must understand what 

causes death in the first place. 

4. What causes death then? 

a. You may say, “Old age (that’s how people died in my family), sickness, cancer, 

accidents (11 people who died in KY when a tractor trailer crossed the median and hit a 

church van head-on 
2), murders” 

b. Really, those things do not cause death, they just help usher death upon us. 

5. Paul tells us what the origin of death is – Note: the origin of death and what causes 

death are not the same thing.  The origin of death is the first man who was Adam. 

                                                   
1 Unless otherwise marked, all scriptures taken from the New King James Version. ©1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 

2 http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/03/26/dead-ky-interstate-truck-van-crash/ 
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1 Cor 15:21-22, 47-50 
21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in 

Christ all shall be made alive. 

47 The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, 

so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 And as we have 

borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh 

and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption.  

1. In your study bible beside these verses, you should see cross references back to the 

book of Genesis because that’s where the story of the first man Adam is found. 

Genesis 

1. Chap 1  Tab  

a. God created the universe, our planet and everything that exists including 

mankind. 

b. Vs 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 

likeness…”   

2. Chap 2 

a. All of creation was completed in a seven day period; really six days with the 

seventh day being the day that God rested. 

b. The rest of the chapter is dedicated to what happened on the 6th day in the 

Garden of Eden when man and woman were created. 

c. Once God formed man He did something different from any other created 

thing that exists, God breathed into the nostrils of the man the “breath of 

life; and man became a living being.” (Gen 2:7) 

i. Our existence is not a product of random mutations that evolved into 

what you see today.  We were carefully created, crafted by the very 

hands of God, God-breathed into existence as a living being. 

ii. There is so much more I could say concerning this, but I will leave that 

for another message because today we must try to understand the 

origin and cause of death. 
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3. Within all of creation, in studying Genesis Chap 1-2, the only thing that was not good 

was that Adam was alone. (Gen 2:18) 

a. So God fixed that by causing Adam to fall into a deep sleep and from Adam’s 

side God took a rib and from that rib God created Eve. 

4. Read Genesis 2:25, this occurred on the sixth day of creation. 

a. What did God say at the conclusion of the sixth day?  Read Genesis 1:31 

b. All was very good until Genesis chapter 3. 

Genesis Chap 3 

1. Vs 1-5 Satan comes along, obviously Satan has already fallen and rebelled against 

God.  Now he is trying to get mankind to join him in his rebellion against God. 

a. In these opening verses Satan perverts the word of God, misquoting what 

God really said (people do this today and it’s very dangerous) and saying things that 

caused the woman to doubt God’s word. 

2. Vs 6-7 She was led astray by Satan along with her husband Adam. 

a. Where was Adam as all of this was happening? 

b. He was with her it says in Verse 6 and he ate as well. 

3. God had told Adam what would happen if they ate… 

a. Gen 2:17  

b. They sinned against God and the effects of that sin is that it brings death to 

our body. 

c. As God pronounced judgment on Adam and all of mankind, He said… 

i. Gen 3:19 “…For out of *the ground+ you were taken; for dust you 

are, and to dust you shall return.” 

How does Adam’s sin affect us? 

1. Look at Genesis 5:1-3 

a. Vs 1 – mankind was made in the likeness of God. 
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b. Vs 2-3 – notice the Adam begot, he fathered a son “in his own likeness, after 

his image” 

c. Adam, now a sinful man, passed that sin nature on to each one of us. 

i. Sin is a dominate trait passed to each and every one of us. 

d. This is what many theologians call “Original Sin”. 

2. We are all infected with that sin nature, all of us.  

a. Romans 3:10 ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻƴŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎΣ ƴƻΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜέ 

b. Ecclesiastes 7:20 For there is not a just man on earth who does good And 

does not sin.  

The Significance of this… 

1. This is one of the most important doctrines of the Bible.  

a. If you don't understand the significance of sin and its effects, you won't 

understand the rest of the Bible.  

b. You cannot understand the solution to the problem unless you understand 

the problem.  

c. You can't understand the cure unless you understand the diagnosis.  

d. You will never be able to understand God's remedy for this world if you don't 

understand the true problem under which this world lives and functions. 

2. Genesis 3 explains the human dilemma. 

a. All the problems in the universe, physical, spiritual, moral, social, economic, 

political, all the problems in the universe have their origin in the events of 

this historic account. 

3. If you do not understand the origin of sin and its impact based on Genesis chapter 3, 

then your understanding of the world is going to be wrong.  

a. Everything will be misunderstood, misevaluated, misread, misdiagnosed and 

hopelessly incurable. 

4. The origin of Death is Adam; the cause of death is sin. 
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What is Sin? 

1. Definition: 

a. Tyndale Bible dictionary: Evildoing that is not only against humanity, society, 

others, or oneself, but against God.  

b. Lawlessness (1 John 3:4) or transgression of God’s will, either by omitting to 

do what God’s law requires or by doing what it forbids. The transgression can 

occur in thought (1 John 3:15), word (Matt. 5:22), or deed (Rom. 1:32). 

c. In essence, the failure or refusal of human beings to live the life intended for 

them by God their creator. 

d. The original language used for sin conveys the underlying idea of missing the 

mark, or deviating from the goal. 

e. Additional meanings based on its usage: to pass beyond, transgress; iniquity, 

perversion; revolt, transgress; err, go astray; wander; wicked, evil, injustice, 

unrighteousness, lawlessness. 

2. What is sin?  It is rebellion against God. 

a. It is by its own nature, as Leviticus 26:27 says, "Walking contrary to God."  

b. A sinner tramples on God's law, tramples on God's character, affronts God, 

spites God, mocks God.  

c. Sin is walking in constant opposition, in constant rebellion. 

d. That's what it was for Lucifer. That's what it was for Eve. That's what it was 

for Adam. That's what it is for all of us. 

3. What is sin?  It is defiling. 

a. Isaiah 24:4–5 The earth mourns and fades away, The world languishes 

and fades away; The haughty people of the earth languish. The earth is also 

defiled under its inhabitants, Because they have transgressed the laws, 

Changed the ordinance, Broken the everlasting covenant.  

b. Isaiah 64:6  But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our 

righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, 

like the wind, Have taken us away.  
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c. Like sour milk that’s unfit to drink, or putrid meat that’s unfit to eat. 

d. No amount of chocolate syrup is going to work.  Montreal Steak seasoning 

isn’t going to work either. 

e. You can’t effectively cover sin. 

4. What is sin?  It’s bondage! 

a. John 8:34 Jesus [said], “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is 

a slave of sin.  

i. People call it addictions today, but it’s really just bondage to sin. 

b. Romans 6:16-23 Tab  

Who far reaching is sin? 

1. Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and 

death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—  

2. Romans 3:10-18 

3. Romans 14:23 …for whatever is not from faith is sin. 

4. We are all guilty.  We have all sinned and are or were a slave to sin. – 1 Cor 15:50 

How do we overcome sin and death? 

1. Don’t treat the symptom, treat the problem by turning to and trusting in Jesus Christ 

alone! 

2. God forgives sinners! That's the glory of the gospel.  

a. We deserve eternal punishment.  

b. But the fact of the matter is God has placed our iniquity on Christ.  

c. He bore our sins in His own body. He was made sin for us.  

d. God punished Him in our place.  That is the glory of the gospel! 

e. If you come to God and ask Him with a truly penitent heart, believing in Jesus 

as your substitute, ask God to forgive your sin, He'll hear that prayer and 

answer it. 


