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Luke 1:26-38 “An Unexpected Message from An Unexpected 
Messenger” (4-25-21) 
I. Welcome & Intro 

A. Good morning and welcome to Calvary Chapel Iwakuni.  
It is wonderful to be here with you all as we worship the 
Lord and seek His face.   
1. Welcome any visitors and any online streamers.   

B. Before we continue in our service let’s go ahead and 
dismiss our elementary aged children to their Sunday 
School classroom at this time.   

C. As the kids make their way out, will the rest of you please 
open up your Bibles and make your way to the gospel of 
Luke. 
1. A couple weeks ago we began our verse-by-verse 

study through the gospel of Luke with an overview and 
introduction of sorts as we looked at the who, what, 
when, where, why, and how of Luke’s gospel account. 

2. Last week our study brought us up to verse 25 as we 
covered the birth announcement of John the Baptist.  
This was a very special announcement for Zacharias 
and his wife Elizabeth as they were old and advanced 
in years and had been barren up until that point. 
a. But God had a plan to use them to bring into the 

world the one who would go before the Lord and 
prepare the way, turning the hearts of the people 
back to the Lord.   

3. Well, in our text this morning, we are going to cover a 
portion of Scripture that I’m sure some of you are very 
familiar with.  It is a portion of Scripture that we usually 
read around the Christmas season because it tells of 
the birth announcement of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

4. And while it can be easy to perhaps tune out with a 
mindset that thinks, “I already know this”.  I pray that 
we would open our hearts and open our minds to once 
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again be reminded of the incredible message we 
celebrate each Christmas; “An Unexpected Message 
from An Unexpected Messenger”. 

5. A message the described how the Son of God would 
humble Himself, come to this earth and take upon 
human flesh and be born a helpless, defenseless 
babe.   

6. As we look through our text this morning, I want to 
highlight some important truths that we can glean from 
and be reminded of as we study the birth 
announcement of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

D. Will you please stand with me as I read through our 
portion this morning? 
1. Follow along with me in your Bible as I read from mine.  

Luke continues his account to Theophilus writing the 
following in verse 26… (R & P) 

II. Outline 
A. Our text this morning details for us how God sent an 

unexpected messenger to declare an unexpected 
message to a young virgin lady by the name of Mary.  
The unexpected message was that Mary would soon be 
“expecting”…but not in any way that she ever would have 
imagined.     

B. For those of you who like to outline our text and take 
notes, we’re going to divide our text into three major 
portions.   
1. In verses 26-28 we’ll look at Gabriel’s Salutation 
2. In verses 29-33 we’ll note Gabriel’s Declaration 
3. And in verses 34-38 we’ll cover Gabriel’s Explanation.    

C. As we go through our text we will not important truths and 
look to make application to our own lives as well. 

D. Let’s turn our attention to these opening verses. 
III. Gabriel’s Salutation (vs. 26-28)  
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A. Verse 26 opens up with Luke speaking about it being “in 
the sixth month”. 
1. This does not necessarily mean that it was the month 

of June, our sixth month of the year, or that it was the 
month of Elul, the sixth month of the Hebrew calendar. 

2. No, this is a reference to what Luke was just previously 
speaking about.   
a. Last week we read about another unexpected birth 

announcement regarding John the Baptist and his 
parents Zacharias and Elizabeth.   

b. If you were with us last week you will recall how the 
same angel that we read of in our text this morning, 
Gabriel, had appeared to Zacharias as he was 
serving in the temple as a priest and Gabriel 
informed Zacharias that his prayers had been heard 
and his wife Elizabeth was going to bear him a son.   

3. When Dr. Luke writes about it being the sixth month, 
he is referring to the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy.   

B. And in that six month of her pregnancy the angel Gabriel 
is here sent to the city of Nazareth to deliver yet another 
message on behalf of God.  
1. Nazareth is a small city in the southwest region of 

Galilee.  It is situated upon a hillside along the Jezreel 
Valley, or what is more commonly referred to as the 
Valley of Armageddon.   
a. Back in 2015 we did a church trip to Israel to visit the 

and tour the Holy Land and got the opportunity to 
visit the city of Nazareth.   

b. We went up upon the Mt. of Precipice which is just 
outside the current city limits, and were able to take 
in an incredible view of the valley below. 
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2. Though it was a beautiful sight to see for us in our day, 
back in Jesus’ day, Nazareth was an area looked upon 
with contempt by those in Jerusalem. 
a. Nazareth was a city with a bad reputation; a tough 

town, known for its corruption and low morals.   
b. In years to come after this visitation by Gabriel, 

when Jesus began His public ministry, a man by the 
name of Philip came to his friend Nathanael and 
informed him that he had found the Messiah. 

c. When Philip informed Nathanael that the Messiah 
was Jesus of Nazareth, Nathanael replied “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” (Jn. 1:46) 

d. You see, Nazareth wasn’t a place that had much 
good coming from it.  Perhaps you know of a city like 
that from where you come from. 
i. A place that you know that is best to avoid all 

together, and especially at night time.  A place 
where you make sure your doors are locked when 
you are forced to drive through.   

ii. Nazareth was that type of place.   
3. I find it interesting that God would choose someone 

from the town of Nazareth to be the one that would 
bring His Son into the earth. 
a. Of course there are prophetic implications as to why 

Nazareth would be chosen, but God knew ahead of 
time what this city would be like and He still chose it.   

b. I think it is a small reminder of God’s grace and his 
ability to take what the world would discard and say 
is good for nothing, and bring forth something 
amazing from it.   

C. Well this angel Gabriel was sent to Nazareth to meet a 
young woman, a virgin, according to verse 27, named 
Mary. 
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1. We’re told in verse 27 that this Mary was betrothed to 
a man by the name of Joseph.   
a. Betrothal was something that was seen as a period 

of time in between an engagement and a marriage.  
b. It is more serious than our modern day 

engagements.  In fact, if someone wanted to get out 
of one of these types of relationships you would 
have to get an actual certificate of divorce, even 
though you weren’t officially married yet.   

c. It was the commitment of a marriage without the 
consummation of the marriage.  That wouldn’t 
happen until the actual wedding day usually about a 
year after the betrothal began. 

2. In our text we are not told much about Mary’s husband 
Joseph. 
a. We’re told that he was of the house of David.  This 

of course was referring to the famous King of Israel, 
the man after God’s own heart. 

b. In fact, Matthew chapter 1 lists the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ and draws a lineage that begins with 
Abraham and works its way through the family of 
David, eventually leading to Joseph. 

c. From other texts we know that he was a just man 
(Mt. 1:19) and that he was a craftsman of sorts, 
most translations refer to him as a carpenter. (Mt. 
13:55) 

3. As for this woman Mary, we are told here, as way of 
introduction, that she was a virgin.   
a. The Greek word here is “parthenos” and is used to 

distinguish women that had not had intimate 
relationships with another man. 

b. There are some who try to say that this word can 
simply mean that she was a young unmarried 
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maiden and that it didn’t necessarily mean that she 
was an actual virgin.   

c. That type of thinking is contrary to what the 
scriptures clearly put forth.  There are other words 
that can be used to describe such a lady and they 
aren’t used here.   

d. From the scriptures there is no ambiguity at all in 
this situation.  She was a virgin and to say otherwise 
would contradict the scriptures. 

D. The angel Gabriel greeted her and proclaimed “Rejoice, 
highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you 
among women!” 
1. As we consider Gabriel’s Salutation I want to make two 

points about this unexpected messenger and this 
salutation he brings.   

2. First off, note how Gabriel begins his salutation.  He 
says “Rejoice” 
a. Rejoice is a word of celebration.  A word that means 

to be glad and to be filled with joy and delight.   
b. The message of God’s Son humbling Himself and 

coming in the form of a babe truly is reason to 
rejoice; it is a time of great celebration.   

3. Next we see that Gabriel describes Mary’s status.  And 
he does so by pointing out three things about her. 
a. One, Gabriel said that Mary was highly favored.  In 

the original Greek language, the phrase “highly 
favored” is actually one word.   
i. The root of which comes from the word “charis” 

which means grace.  This particular form of the 
word means to make graceful, to compass with 
divine favor, or to honor with blessings. 

ii. Mary was an object of God’s amazing grace.    
b. The second thing Gabriel said regarding Mary was 

that the Lord was with her. 
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i. It is evident that Mary had a committed walk with 
the Lord.  We’ll see evidence of this next week, 
Lord willing, as we continue to make our way 
through the gospel of Luke and cover the song of 
Mary that she sings in response to God’s 
choosing her.   

ii. We will see that she had a great understanding of 
the Lord and the ways of the Lord.  God’s 
presence was with her. 

c. Third and finally he said that Mary was blessed 
among women. 
i. Now, some of your translations don’t have this 

third and final bit of information.  If you’re reading 
from say the NIV or the ESV, verse 28 ends with 
“the Lord is with you”. 
• Whether or not it should be there is debatable I 

guess, but the truth that it conveys is not.   
• We know this because the same exact thing will 

be said of her again, later on by Elizabeth in 
verse 42 and it says the same across all of the 
translations there. (Lk. 1:42) 

• So, the fact that she was blessed among 
women is supported no matter which Bible you 
are reading from. 

ii. The word “blessed” refers to one upon whom God 
has acted or who has experienced His blessing.  
In this context it means Mary was uniquely 
favored or acted upon favorably.  

iii. Mary was favored more than any other women.  
She was specifically chosen by God to be the 
channel through which Jesus Christ would enter 
into this world.   

iv. She truly is a very special woman.  A woman that 
should be admired and esteemed, but she was 
still just a woman.   
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v. Unfortunately, there are some that have gotten 
things mixed up when it comes to Mary. 
• There are some that try to raise Mary to a 

higher spot than what is given to her from the 
scriptures.  They try to raise her to a level that 
is equal to or just beneath that of Jesus Christ, 
and is treated as a co-redeemer.   

• Others in response to this aberrant doctrine 
have moved too far to the other side.  Not 
acknowledging in any way whatsoever Mary’s 
favored status with the Lord.   

• Both of these approaches are wrong and 
unbiblical. 

vi. Mary was extremely blessed.  The most blessed 
among all women.  But she was still just a woman 
in need of a Savior. 

4. As we consider Mary’s status with the Lord, how she 
was highly favored, how the Lord was with her, and 
how she was blessed by God it’s important to note that 
we too have the same standing in Christ. 
a. The word highly favored in the original language is 

used only one other time in scripture and it is used 
to describe our status in Christ. 
i. Ephesians 1:6 describes us as “accepted in the 

Beloved”.  The word “accepted” is the same 
Greek word used to describe Mary as “highly 
favored”. 
• We too are highly favored.  Not because we are 

so great, or because we are so holy…no that’s 
not it at all. It’s because we are in Christ.  We 
are in the Beloved as it states in Ephesians 1:6. 

b. In Matthew 28:20 Jesus promised that He would be 
with us “always, even to the end of the age”.  Jesus 
is with us. 
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c. And in Ephesians 1:3 Paul writes that God “has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ”  
i. Note again, that this favor is not because of who 

we are but because of where we are.  We are in 
Christ.   

d. And so, as we consider Gabriel’s salutation, let’s be 
mindful of our status with the Lord.  For those of us 
here that are in Christ, we share the same incredible 
standing Mary had.  We are highly favored, God is 
with us, and we are blessed among mankind.  

E. Let’s move on to the next section as we look at Gabriel’s 
Declaration.             

IV. Gabriel’s Declaration (vs. 29-33) 
A. When it says that Mary was troubled and considered 

what manner of greeting this was, we have to realize the 
extraordinary circumstance she was placed in. 
1. Though we don’t know her exact age, it’s safe to 

assume that Mary was a teenager at this time.   
2. And here she is, presumably sitting in her home, when 

all of a sudden there is a man standing before her. 
a. Now, I want you to get it out of your head that angels 

had wings and halos hovering above their head.  All 
of the descriptions of angels visiting people are 
pictured for us in the form of human beings.   

b. They were however often accompanied by a very 
bright light.  And that is why we see often times 
people respond in fear when approached by an 
angel.  They’re in awe or overwhelmed by the 
blinding light that accompanied the angels.   

3. Now whether or not there was light accompanying 
Gabriel as he spoke, we can’t say for certain.  What we 
can say, is that it’s very reasonable for Mary to feel a 
bit lost and bit afraid at what is going on here.   
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B. Gabriel declared to her “Do not be afraid” (obviously the 
angel recognized that Mary was fearful), “for you have 
found favor with God” 
1. Before Gabriel had greeted her simply by saying she 

was highly favored, but here he is more specific and 
identifies that she has found favor with God.   

2. The word favor is the word “charis” which is used 156 
times in the NT of which it is translated 130 times as 
the word “grace”.  Mary has found grace with God.   

3. This unexpected message from an unexpected 
messenger was a declaration of grace.  Gabriel’s 
declaration towards Mary reminds us that we too have 
found grace with God.   

4. It is by grace through faith that we are saved and have 
been welcomed into the family of God.  Without the 
grace of God, we would have no hope.   

5. From the very beginning of the gospel, the very birth 
announcement of Jesus we see that it was a work that 
was all rooted in grace.   

6. As we consider this declaration may we remember that 
it was a declaration of God’s amazing grace.  The 
message of Jesus Christ coming in the form of a babe 
is a message rooted in grace.   
a. The gospel message of Jesus Christ and the 

opportunity given to us to have our sins forgiven, to 
be given a righteous standing before God, is all 
about grace. 

b. “For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works lest anyone should boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9) 

c. We have been “justified freely”, according to 
Romans 3, “by His grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 3:24) 
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d. The good news of Jesus’ coming to us as a babe is 
all about God’s amazing, unfathomable, unmerited, 
incomparable grace. 

C. Gabriel goes on to tell her that she will conceive in her 
womb and bring forth a Son, and that she shall call His 
name Jesus. 
1. The name Jesus is so important.  And as we reflect 

upon Gabriel’s declaration, its important that we 
recognize something about the name of Jesus.   

2. The name Jesus is a transliteration of the Hebrew 
name Joshua, which in Hebrew means “Jehovah is 
salvation” 

3. So His name implies His mission.  Jesus came to bring 
salvation.  He came as the Savior of the world, to save 
man from the consequences of sin.   

4. This unexpected message brought to Mary was a 
divine proclamation of God providing His one and only 
Son to be the Savior of all mankind.   

5. Every man, woman, and child is in need of a Savior to 
deliver them from the penalty of their sins, and Gabriel 
gets the privilege of declaring this wonderful and 
amazing news to Mary.   
a. You see, sin separates us from God, and our sin, if 

not dealt with, will keep us from entering into the 
presence of God.  Our sin must be judged and that 
is what took place upon the cross of Calvary. 

b. Jesus took the judgment of our sins upon Himself 
and died in our place.  But three days later He rose 
from the dead demonstrating His victory over sin 
and death. 

c. And through that victory we can be reconciled to 
God.  This unexpected message from an 
unexpected messenger is about man’s salvation.  
Our only hope of ever entering into the presence of 
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God and spending eternity in His presence in 
heaven.   

D. Gabriel then goes on to describe to Mary what Jesus will 
be like in verses 32 and 33. 
1. He tells her that Jesus will be great.  The greatness of 

Jesus is hard to put into words.  I suppose that He is 
greater than anything you or I could ever imagine. 
a. In Matthew 12 Jesus is described as being greater 

than the prophet Jonah, greater than the wisest man 
that ever lived, King Solomon, and greater than the 
temple.   

b. Paul writes to the Philippian church that God “has 
highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those 
on earth, and of those under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil. 2:9-11) 

c. And Peter would testify in the book of Acts that 
“there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)  

d. The greatness of Christ is beyond our 
comprehension.   

2. Gabriel also told Mary that Jesus would be called the 
Son of the Highest.   
a. This of course speaks of Jesus’ deity.  The title 

Highest speaks of the “Lord Most High”.  It is spoken 
of God as dwelling in the highest heavens and as far 
exalted above all other things. 

b. Though Jesus will be born of a woman, and be 
100% human.  He will also be 100% God.  He will be 
God in human form.   

3. He told Mary that the Lord God would give Him the 
throne of His father David and that He would reign over 
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the house of Jacob forever and that there would be no 
end to His Kingdom.   
a. Back in 2 Samuel the prophet Nathan came to David 

with a message from the Lord.  The Lord told David 
“When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your 
fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will 
come from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” 
(7:12-13) 

b. Now this prophecy was not fulfilled by any of David’s 
immediate sons.  It was believed to be a future 
prophecy concerning the coming Messiah, the 
Anointed One. 

c. Isaiah also prophesied of this coming Messiah when 
he declared “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a 
Son is given; And the government will be upon His 
shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and 
peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom, To order it and 
establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever.” (9:6-7) 

d. What Gabriel was telling Mary was that the Son she 
would bear would be the long-awaited Messiah.  
That He would come and re-establish the throne of 
David and would usher in an everlasting kingdom. 

e. The time for God’s kingdom to come was at hand.   
4. This is what the Jews were all waiting for.  They longed 

for their Messiah to come, to save them, to establish a 
new kingdom, one that would not have the likes of the 
Romans ruling over them.   
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5. What an amazing message for Mary to receive.  A 
declaration of grace and a declaration of salvation and 
of God’s kingdom to come.  

E. Let’s now look at this final section. 
V. Gabriel’s Explanation (vs. 34-38) 

A. Mary responded to Gabriel’s declaration with a question 
of inquiry.   
1. Mary wondered how it would be possible for her to 

become pregnant since she had not known a man; this 
of course is referencing her virginity. 

2. It’s important that we distinguish Mary’s question with 
the questioning that Zacharias had when he was told 
that Elizabeth would bear him a son. 
a. Last week, when the angel Gabriel had visited 

Zacharias and informed him that his wife, who was 
barren, would have a son.  In response to Gabriel’s 
prophecy, Zacharias asked “How shall I know this?” 
(Luke 1:18) 

b. Zacharias’ questioning was one based upon 
disbelief.  It was as if he was saying, “How shall I 
believe this?  I just can’t believe it.  This is 
impossible, I can’t believe it.”   

c. He questioned Gabriel’s word and did not believe 
him and as a result was made mute; unable to 
speak.   

3. Mary’s question is not a question of doubt or unbelief.  
Mary believed it would happen, she just didn’t know 
how it would happen.  

4. We see in our text that Mary was not disciplined for 
lack of faith by Gabriel like Zacharias was, but rather 
she was given an explanation of how this would 
happen. 

B. Gabriel explained how the Holy Spirit would come upon 
her and the power of God would overshadow her, and as 
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a result the Holy One to be born would be called the Son 
of God.   
1. The answer to Mary’s question is that this would be a 

work of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit would come 
upon her and the power of God would overshadow her. 

2. The word overshadow means to cover with a cloud.  It 
speaks of the presence of God.  Later Jewish rabbis 
coined an expression to describe this cloud like 
presence of God.   
a. They called it the Shekinah glory.  The shekinah 

glory was represented by the cloudy pillar that led 
the Israelites by day during their escape from Egypt.  
It was also used to describe the cloud that God 
spoke out of when He spoke to Moses while upon 
Mt. Sinai.   

b. The same Greek word used here to describe the 
overshadowing of the Lord is used in the Septuagint 
(the Greek translation of the Old Testament) to 
describe the cloud that filled the tabernacle in 
Exodus 40:35. 
i. “And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle 

of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, 
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.” 

c. This would happen again when Solomon completed 
the construction of the temple in 1 Kings 8:10-11 
i. “And it came to pass, when the priests came out 

of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of 
the LORD, so that the priests could not continue 
ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of 
the LORD filled the house of the LORD.” 

ii. The priest had just finished placing the ark inside 
the Most Holy place or the Holy of Holies and as 
they stepped out the Lord filled the place. 

d. The imagery would suggest that while the Holy Spirit 
came upon Mary and overshadowed her that the 
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overshadowing was like a cloud representing the 
presence of God coming into a certain place. Here it 
was Mary’s womb.  

e. As the Holy Spirit overshadowed her, Mary’s womb 
became a type of holy of holies for the Son of God.   

C. As further evidence of God’s ability to do what seemed 
impossible, Gabriel also informed Mary of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy. 
1. We’re told that Mary and Elizabeth were related, but 

we’re not told how they were related.  The word 
“relative” here used simply means kinsman or 
kinswoman, one of the same family.  The basic 
understanding is that they were cousins. 

2. Obviously, Mary knew who Elizabeth was, for Gabriel 
uses her pregnancy as an example of God doing the 
impossible.   

D. In verse 37 Gabriel explains a very important truth, “with 
God nothing will be impossible.” 
1. It is said that difficulty must always be measured by the 

capacity of the agent doing the work.   
a. For instance, in my current state and condition I 

would say that it is impossible for me to run a 
marathon.  But for many of you that is something 
you could do on a regular basis.  

2. When the agent doing the work is God, any thought of 
difficulty must be immediately tossed out the window.  
Nothing is too difficult for God. 

E. As I consider this explanation by Gabriel, regarding how 
God is going to work this miracle out in the life of Mary, I 
can’t help but think of the miracle that God has worked in 
those of us who have been saved. 
1. The miraculous work that God did in Mary’s life isn’t 

much different than the miraculous work of salvation 
God has done in the life of the believer. 
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a. Just as Mary was an object of God’s grace, we too 
are an object of God’s grace.   

b. And just as it was a work of the Holy Spirit in the life 
of Mary, our salvation account was a work of the 
Holy Spirit.  He called us into this loving relationship 
by convicting us of our sins and showing us our 
need for a savior. 

c. Lastly, I want to note that just as Mary’s body 
became a type of Holy of Holies when God’s Son 
was placed in her, we too, through faith have Christ 
in us. 
i. Our bodies are said to be the temple of the Holy 

Spirit in 1 Corinthians 6:19. 
ii. But even more so, Galatians speaks of how Paul 

was crucified with Christ and it was no longer he 
who lived, but Christ who lived in him.  (2:20) 
• This is true not just of Paul, but of all who have 

responded to the gospel message of Jesus 
Christ. 

iii. Lastly Ephesians 3:17 speaks of how Christ 
dwells in our hearts through faith.   

2. This explanation of Gabriel’s not only informs Mary of 
the miraculous work of God upon her life, but it also 
reminds us of the miraculous work of God upon our 
own lives.   
a. How he saved us.  How we were objects of God’s 

grace, and how the Holy Spirit came upon us and 
how Christ entered into our hearts and lives.  

b. I suggest to you that the work God did in you and 
continues to work in you, is nothing short of 
miraculous and is worth celebrating.   

F. Wrapping up our text we see an incredible response of 
submission and surrender by Mary. 
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1. In verse 38 Mary responds to Gabriel’s explanation by 
simply stating, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! 
Let it be to me according to your word.” 
a. A maidservant is the feminine version of the word 

bondservant.  In Greek it is the word “doule” which is 
the feminine form of the word “doulos”. 

b. A “doulos” is defined in my lexicon as “a slave, one 
who is in a permanent relation of servitude to 
another, his will being altogether consumed in the 
will of the other.”  

c. Mary was completely submitted and surrendered to 
God’s will.  Whatever He wanted to do, she was 
submitted to it.  God’s will was the only thing she 
was interested in.   

2. As we reflect upon Mary’s complete surrender to God 
and His plan for her life may we be challenged to do 
the same in our own life. 
a. Gabriel’s explanation reminds us about our need to 

completely surrender our own life, our own will to 
the Lord.   

b. That when God calls us to a task that we think 
impossible, or when God asks us to do something 
outside of our area of comfort, that we would be able 
to answer like Mary. 

c. “Behold the maidservant of the Lord!” or “Behold the 
bondservant of the Lord!”.  “Let it be to me, 
according to your word.”   

3. Let’s pray. 


