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Luke 4:14-30 – “The Ministry of the Messiah”, July 11, 2021 
I. Welcome 

A. Good morning!  And welcome to Calvary Chapel Iwakuni.  
It is great to be here with you all as we gather to seek the 
Lord through prayer, to worship Him in song, and to hear 
from Him through His Word.   
1. As always, I pray we come with expectant hearts and 

with anticipation as we trust the Lord to be with us and 
to move amongst us; to minister to us and draw near to 
us, as we draw near to Him. 

2. Welcome any new people and those who may be 
streaming content. 

B. Before we continue any further, let’s go ahead and 
dismiss our little ones to their Sunday School 
classrooms.   

C. As the kids make their way out, will the rest of you please 
make your way to the gospel of Luke as we continue our 
verse-by-verse study through this amazing account about 
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.   
1. Last week we looked at the beginning of chapter 4 

dealing with the temptation out in the wilderness.  
Jesus endured 40 days of fasting and temptation, 
resisting the attempts of the devil to get Him to fall, and 
overcoming by relying upon the Spirit of God and the 
Word of God. 

2. This week we will continue in chapter 4 picking up 
where we last left off.   

3. Our text this morning will begin in verse 14 and we’re 
going to make our way all the way to verse 30.  The 
title of our study this morning is going to be “The 
Ministry of the Messiah”.    

4. Is everyone there?  If so, will you please rise to your 
feet in honor of God and His Word?  I’m going to read 
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from my Bible our text this morning, do you best to 
follow along in your own Bible.  Luke continues his 
narrative account with the following in verse 14.   

II. Review and Intro 
A. Today marks an important time marker in our study of the 

gospel of Luke.  Luke has finished with much of the 
background information and details dealing with the 
preparation of Jesus’ ministry, in our text today Luke 
starts to focus in upon the daily public ministry of Jesus. 

B. And a simple reading of our text informs us that Luke 
decided to start off with telling us about Jesus’ ministry in 
two different places and the two different responses He 
received in those places. 
1. The first part of our text highlights Jesus’ Reception in 

Galilee in verses 14 & 15. 
2. While the second part of our text highlights Jesus’ 

Rejection at Nazareth in verses 16-30. 
C. As we go through each section, we’re going to note 

various things about the ministry of Jesus Christ and see 
what we can’t glean for ourselves in regard to application 
to our own lives.   

D. Let’s go ahead and jump right into our first section once 
again dealing with “Jesus’ Reception in Galilee” 
beginning in verse 14. 

III. Luke 4:14; “Jesus’ Reception in Galilee” #1 
A. Now, it is worth noting that Luke is not necessarily putting 

together a chronological order of the life and ministry of 
Jesus Christ.   
1. Though, Luke emphasizes Jesus’ public ministry here 

in Galilee, we do know that from John’s gospel Jesus 
started out His public ministry in the region of Judea 
and traveled all around to various regions.   
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2. All the events that you can read of in John chapter 
1:35-4:42 all took place prior to what Luke records for 
us here in Luke chapter 4.   
a. The gathering of some of His first disciples, Jesus’ 

first public miracle when He turned water into wine, 
the first cleansing of the temple in Jerusalem, Jesus’ 
witnessing to Nicodemus at night, Jesus’ ministry to 
the woman at the well in Samaria; all of those 
events, Luke skips over that he may draw our 
attention to Jesus’ ministry in Galilee.   

3. Though we are not told specifically why Luke does this, 
I think it probably has to do with Luke’s general 
audience.  Luke is writing to Gentiles, to Greeks, he 
really wants to hit home the idea that Jesus was not 
just for the Jews, but for the Gentiles as well. 

4. And Galilee was a place that was filled with Gentiles.  
And was mentioned in one of Isaiah’s prophecies 
concerning the Messiah.   
a. Isaiah 9:1-2 states, “Nevertheless the gloom will not 

be upon her who is distressed, As when at first He 
lightly esteemed The land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, And afterward more heavily oppressed her, 
By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, In Galilee 
of the Gentiles.  The people who walked in darkness 
Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land 
of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has 
shined.” 

b. So Jesus’ ministry in the region of Galilee of the 
Gentiles is a fulfillment of this Messianic prophecy 
by Isaiah.   

B. Luke tells us that Jesus returned to Galilee in the power 
of the Spirit. 
1. This is worth noting.  We’ve already noted how Jesus 

was filled with the Holy Spirit and led by the Holy Spirit 
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in our previous studies through Luke’s gospel, but here 
we read of how Jesus was empowered by the Holy 
Spirit as well.   

2. The Person and work of the Holy Spirit is something 
that Luke emphasizes throughout his writings.  So far 
in chapter 4 he’s noted how the Holy Spirit worked in 
the life of Jesus, filling Him, leading Him, and 
empowering Him.   

3. And we as believers have that same exact privilege 
available to us.   
a. We too can be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

i. Paul writes, “And do not be drunk with wine, in 
which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” 
(Eph. 5:18) 

b. We too can be led by the Holy Spirit. 
i. Again, Paul writes, “For as many as are led by the 

Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” (Rom. 8:14) 
c. And we too can be empowered by the Holy Spirit 

i. Luke records Jesus’ own word in Acts when Jesus 
said, “But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you;” (Acts 1:8a) 

4. The same relationship Jesus had with the Holy Spirit is 
accessible to us as we walk each day with the Lord.   
a. When we repented and placed our faith in Christ we 

were saved and in that very moment, the Holy Spirit 
came and took residence inside of us.  We have the 
Spirit of God dwelling in us.   

b. But not all of us are taking advantage of His 
presence.  We are filled with the Holy Spirit, but we 
aren’t always allowing Him to lead us and guide us.  
We aren’t relying upon Him to empower us and 
strengthen us for the needs of each day.   
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c. My hope for us all is that we would be like Jesus.  
That we would be filled, led, and empowered by 
God’s Holy Spirit.   

5. Some people wonder, “But how?  How do I allow the 
Spirit to lead me and empower me?”   
a. Well, the Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit, when He 

comes, will lead us in all truth.  (Jn. 16:13a) 
b. And we also know that God’s Word is truth.  (Jn. 

17:17b) 
c. So, the more we get into God’s Word, the more 

opportunity we give for the Spirit to move. 
d. But there is a danger in trying to manipulate the 

work of the Spirit.  The Spirit moves and works as 
He sees fit.   

e. I think what is most important is our readiness and 
our willingness to allow the Spirit to lead and guide, 
to empower as He sees fit.   

f. If we want to hear from the Holy Spirit, we need to 
first be ready to listen.  So, wait upon the Lord, seek 
Him, and allow Him to speak through His Word and 
through times of prayer.  He will be faithful to lead 
you as you yield yourself to Him. 

C. Back to our text.  Jesus returned to Galilee and being 
empowered by the Holy Spirit He did all sorts to amazing 
things throughout the area and news starting spreading 
fast throughout all the region. 

IV. Luke 4:15; “Jesus’ Reception in Galilee” #2 
A. As Jesus went throughout the surrounding region of 

Galilee He often would stop and teach in the local 
synagogues.   
1. Now, synagogues were something that were 

developed during the Babylonian exile to offer the 
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Jews who were unable to gather for prayer, worship, 
study, and ministry at the Temple. 

2. Even after they returned from their time in exile, the 
Jews continued the operations of local synagogues to 
the point where they became an everyday sight in 
most all Jewish villages, towns, and cities.   

3. During a typical synagogue service there would be 
prayer, and readings from the Law and the Prophets, 
and then there would be an explanation or teaching 
given regarding the readings.  Often times this 
responsibility would be given to special guests who 
were traveling through.  Services would close with 
more prayer and perhaps the singing of some Psalms. 

B. So, Jesus was often asked to teach in the various 
synagogues throughout Galilee and all the people 
glorified Jesus.   
1. Now, I’m sure Jesus’ teaching was awesome.  We are 

told in various gospel accounts that He spoke and 
taught like none other.  But we also know from the 
other gospel accounts that it wasn’t just His teaching 
that blew them all away. 
a. In Matthew’s parallel account of this ministry in 

Galilee he records a great many things Jesus did.   
b. He writes, “And Jesus went about all Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and 
all kinds of disease among the people.  Then His 
fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to 
Him all sick people who were afflicted with various 
diseases and torments, and those who were demon-
possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed 
them.” (Mt. 4:23-24)  

c. So yes, Jesus was teaching in the synagogues, but 
He was also preaching the gospel, healing the sick, 



 

7 

 

the diseased, and the lame, and casting out 
demons.  People from all over were being touched 
by Jesus in powerful ways.   

d. And as a result, the people all glorified Jesus for the 
many things He had done in their lives.   

2. What a great example for us to follow.  Jesus has 
touched our lives in many ways as well.  We have 
received the gospel of the kingdom, He has healed our 
bodies, we have been delivered from sin, set free. 

3. He has done so much for us and through us and we 
need to remember to always give all the glory to Him.   

C. Well, we’ll come back to the ministry in Galilee later, but 
for now, let’s turn our attention to “Jesus’ Rejection at 
Nazareth” beginning with verse 16. 

V. Luke 4:16; “Jesus’ Rejection at Nazareth” #1 
A. Jesus is returning to his hometown of Nazareth here 

where He had been brought up and where most of the 
people were very familiar with Him.   

B. As was His custom, Jesus went into the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day, and stood to read.  
1. It was part of the normal synagogue service that one 

would stand when He read the Word of God, 
something we do here at Calvary as well. 

2. Jesus, as a special guest returning home, was asked 
to read and teach there in His local synagogue. 

C. Anyways, the point I want to make here is that Jesus 
made it a point of emphasis, a part of His weekly routine, 
to attend service at the local synagogue on the Sabbath 
Day. 
1. In our modern day vernacular, we would say that 

Jesus made it a part of His routine, or that He was in 
the habit of, attending church services on Sunday.  
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2. Because what the synagogue service on the Sabbath 
was to the Jew, is what the worship service on Sunday 
is to the Christian. 

3. Jesus made gathering together to pray, to worship, to 
hear God’s Word taught, and to fellowship a huge 
priority in His life.  It was a rock in His calendar.  He 
faithfully attended worship services. 
a. Knowing that He spent most of his entire life growing 

up in Nazareth, ever since he was a little boy, it’s not 
a far stretch to suggest that Jesus has been to this 
particular synagogue over a 1,000 times throughout 
His life. 

4. You know, I’ve heard it said many times that people 
don’t need to attend church to be right with the Lord, 
that the church isn’t a building made up of bricks and 
sticks, but a body made up of flesh and bones.  We are 
the church, the people make up the church.   
a. And I would wholeheartedly agree.  The church is a 

body of believers.  A building doesn’t make up a 
church, people do.   

5. And so, some people say “Well I don’t need church.  I 
don’t need to meet in a building to meet with God.” 
a. “I just do church from home.  I stream it online and 

enjoy service from the comfort of my own living 
room.”   

b. Some say that they feel closer to God while out on in 
nature and they do church in the great outdoors; 
camping out in the mountains, or soaking up some 
rays at the beach.   

c. Others feel like the church is made up of a bunch of 
hypocrites and so they don’t want to come and be 
part of it.   
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d. Others like to point out their disdain for the 
leadership of the church and use that as an excuse 
for not coming to church.   

e. Others simply think it boring, uninspiring, and a 
waste of time because they already know everything 
that is talked about at church.   

f. There are all sorts of reasons why people don’t 
come to church.  And you know what. I think Jesus 
could have used any one of those excuses and it 
would have been true. 

g. Do you think Jesus agreed with the religious leaders 
of His day?  Do you think the synagogues weren’t 
filled with hypocrites?  Do you think Jesus actually 
learned anything from gathering and listening to 
various rabbis and special guests that tried to 
explain the scriptures to Him?   

h. If anyone had a legitimate excuse for ditching church 
and doing things His own way, it would have been 
Jesus.  And yet we see that it was His custom to go 
to the synagogue on the Sabbath.   

6. For Jesus, gathering together with other believers to 
pray, to worship, to study God’s Word, and fellowship 
was something He wasn’t willing to compromise.  He 
would not forsake the gathering of the brethren. 

7. And the same should be true of us.   
a. The writer of Hebrews exhorts us, “Let us consider 

one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching.” (Heb. 10:24-25) 

b. We gather together as a church body to consider 
one another, in order to stir up love and good works, 
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exhorting one another as we see the Day 
approaching.   

c. The “Day” is in reference to the “Day of the Lord” 
when Jesus Christ will return to judge the world and 
fully establish His kingdom.   

d. Look around the Day is approaching.  We are living 
in the last days and we need to heed the exhortation 
in Hebrews and not forsake the assembling of 
ourselves together, that we may exhort one another 
and encourage one another in the things of the Lord.   

D. Let’s continue on and see what Jesus read when asked 
to share. 

VI. Luke 4:17-19; “Jesus’ Rejection at Nazareth” #2 
A. Jesus was handed the book, more than likely a scroll, 

that contained the prophecies of Isaiah the prophet.  And 
Jesus read from Isaiah 61. 
1. Now, Isaiah 61 is a very special chapter of prophecy 

that all knew spoke of the future work of the Messiah; 
the anointed One.   
a. The word “anointed” is the verb form of the noun 

“mashiyach” in Hebrew, or we say Messiah in 
English.  The Greek word used here is the verb form 
of the adjective “christos” which also describes one 
who is anointed.   

b. You see Christ is a title referring to Jesus as the 
anointed One, the Jewish Messiah.  The One the 
Jews had been waiting for and longing for.  The One 
they placed all their hopes upon.  This coming 
“anointed One”. 

B. This portion of scripture was one that highlighted the 
ministry of the Messiah.  What the Messiah was going to 
come and do for His people. 
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1. God was sending the Messiah, the anointed One to do 
6 things. 
a. To preach the gospel to the poor. 
b. To heal the brokenhearted. 
c. To proclaim liberty to the captives. 
d. To proclaim recovery of sight to the blind. 
e. To set at liberty those who are oppressed 
f. And to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.   

i. This mentioning here of the acceptable year of the 
Lord is a reference to the “Year of Jubilee” 
described in Leviticus 25 where every 50th year 
there was a balancing of the economic system: 
slaves were set free and returned to their families, 
property that was sold reverted to the original 
owners, and all debts were canceled.  Man and 
beast would take the year off and allow the land to 
lay fallow.   

2. As you can imagine, the people greatly looked forward 
to this time.  They no doubt considered this ministry of 
the Messiah in the physical realm.   
a. They believed the Messiah would come and literally 

heal the brokenhearted, set captives free, return 
eyesight to the physically blind, give freedom to 
those who were oppressed by foreign nations and 
rulers.  They saw the Messiah as a political and 
military leader coming to their rescue. 

3. But there was a spiritual side of the Messiah’s ministry 
that they didn’t understand.  Jesus was coming as the 
Messiah, and He did bring some physical healing to 
some, He did bring recovery of sight to some, He did 
preach the gospel to the poor.  But His main emphasis 
was upon the spiritual, not the physical.   
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a. He wasn’t a political or military leader.  He wasn’t 
coming to set them free from the oppression of the 
Romans, but rather He was coming to set them free 
from the bondage and oppression of sin.   

b. And really when we take a look at that list one more 
time, we see what really was at the heart of the 
Messiah’s ministry. 

4. The Messiah came to undo the terrible effects of 
sin; the damage that sin brings upon all who are 
bound to it. 
a. Sin impoverishes us, but the Messiah comes to 

bring good news to the poor. 
b. Sin breaks our hearts, but the Messiah comes to 

heal the brokenhearted. 
c. Sin makes us captives and enslaves us, but the 

Messiah comes to set us free from sin. 
d. Sin blinds us, but the Messiah comes to heal those 

of us who have been blinded by sin. 
e. Sin oppresses us and keeps us down, but the 

Messiah has come to give us liberty, to lift us up, 
and to get us going again. 

5. Jesus came to set us free from the powerful effects of 
sin.  But He wasn’t going to do so through some 
political or military campaign.   

6. He was going to do so through giving His life in 
exchange for ours.  He was going to take our sin upon 
Himself and die in our place upon the cross of Calvary.  
Paying the penalty for our sin, but then rising from the 
dead three days later defeating sin and death and 
granting to us all a right standing before the Lord.   
a. Instead of being poor, we now know the riches of a 

personal relationship with God. 
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b. Instead of having broken empty hearts, that we 
could not mend and could not fill, Jesus has come in 
and mended our hearts filling it to point of 
overflowing. 

c. We are no longer slaves to sin, but are free in Christ. 
d. The scales upon our eyes have been removed and 

we now see. 
e. He has lifted us up and partnered together with us, 

given to us rest and we’ve been yoked together with 
Jesus whose yoke is easy and whose burden is 
light.   

7. Praise God for the ministry of the Messiah. 
C. Well, lets continue on in our text and note the initial 

response of the people there in Jesus’ hometown. 
VII. Luke 4:20-22a; “Jesus’ Rejection at Nazareth” #3 

A. After Jesus had finished reading the text, He closed up 
the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 
(This was the normal procedure at that time.  You would 
rise to read the Word, but sit to teach the Word.) 
1. As Jesus sat down, every eye was glued upon Him.  

The excitement and anticipation was palpable.  They 
were waiting to hear what Jesus would say, they had 
heard so much about Him from others and what He 
had been doing, they wanted to see and hear for 
themselves something amazing. 

B. As Jesus sat down, He simply stated, “Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
1. We have to understand the magnitude of this 

statement.  Jesus was claiming to be the long-awaited 
Messiah.  He was claiming to be God’s anointed One 
spoken of by Isaiah some 750 years prior to this.   
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2. Generations and generations had longed for this day to 
come, and Jesus is telling them that the day has come.  
“Today is the day, the Messiah has come, and I am 
Him.” is what Jesus was affirming to them that day. 

3. You see, it wasn’t by chance that Jesus read from 
Isaiah 61.  He purposefully read from that portion of 
Scripture.  Verse 17 describes how when He was 
given the book that He first searched through it, and 
found the place where this was written.   
a. I imagine the people were very interested and 

intrigued as Jesus searched His way through the 
scroll, waiting to read from this very specific portion 
of Scripture. 

4. Jesus was being very intentional.  He was making a 
bold and powerful proclamation to His hometown 
people.  “I am your Messiah!”.   

5. But also note not only what He read, but what He didn’t 
read.  He did not read all of Isaiah 61 verse 2.  He 
stopped in the middle of it. 
a. Isaiah 61:2 states, “To proclaim the acceptable year 

of the Lord, And the day of vengeance of our God; 
To comfort all who mourn,”  

6. Isaiah 61 speaks of elements of Jesus first and second 
coming.   
a. The day of vengeance, the day of judgment will 

come at his second coming.  That’s why Jesus 
stopped there and rolled up the scroll without 
continuing any further.   

b. Jesus’ message was very specific to His ministry at 
that time.  This is what God had called Him to do, 
had sent Him to do.  His time had come and He was 
making this proclamation to His hometown first and 
foremost. 
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C. And we read in the beginning part of verse 22 how they 
initially responded.  We’re told that they all bore witness 
to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of His mouth. 
1. Obviously, Luke didn’t record all of Jesus’ teaching 

here.  We get the sense that Jesus was able share 
more, whether it was prior to this statement or after, we 
can’t say, but I think it safe to assume Jesus shared 
other things with them. 

2. For the people marveled at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of His mouth.  It’s more than likely that 
they weren’t referring to just His statement about the 
scripture being fulfilled in their hearing.   
a. Jesus’ teaching was one filled with grace.  I like 

that.  I like it a lot.  You see, the religious leaders of 
that day had twisted things up and made following 
God a bunch of rules, and rituals, and regulations.   

b. Jesus came on the scene and taught a message of 
grace, that was fresh and encouraging to the people.  
Nobody else taught that way.  All the other rabbis 
were all about the law; but Jesus was a teacher of 
grace; unmerited favor, given as a gift of God.   

c. What a welcome message to hear when all you’ve 
ever been told is that you aren’t good enough, to 
have someone come along and say, you don’t have 
to be good enough, you never will be good enough.  
It’s not about following the law, but about grace.  
Grace has a way of changing everything.   

3. I want to be more like Jesus in this manner.  I want to 
be one that emphasizes God’s amazing, unmerited, 
incomparable gift of grace.   
a. If I’m going to error, I want to error on the side of 

grace.   
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4. And I hope that we all would feel the same.  That we 
would be a people that are all about the grace of God, 
extending it to others as we would desire them to 
extend it to us.   

D. Well, unfortunately the account doesn’t end there.  Take 
a look at the rest of verse 22.   

VIII. Luke 4:22b; “Jesus’ Rejection at Nazareth” #4 
A. While many bore witness and marveled at the gracious 

words of Jesus, some began to question the situation.  
Some began to question who Jesus really was.   
1. It was exciting to think that their own hometown boy 

could be the Messiah.  But then again, maybe it was 
too good to be true.  Maybe Jesus was just trying to 
pull a fast one on them.   

2. Matthew and Mark record a visit to Nazareth as well in 
their gospel accounts.  And they both speak of how 
when the people began to question the identify of 
Jesus, that it led to them being offended.   
a. Mark 6:3 records the people saying, “’Is this not the 

carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, 
Joses, Judas, and Simon?  And are not His sisters 
here with us?’ So they were offended at Him.” 

b. That word “offended” is the Greek word “skandalizo”; 
it is where we get our English word scandal from.   

c. They thought Jesus was trying to scandal them.  To 
trick them and defame them, to bring disgrace upon 
them.  As if Jesus were some sort of charlatan trying 
to cheat them.   

3. You see, they knew who Jesus was.  They saw Him 
grow up.  He wasn’t anything special.  He was a 
carpenter.  He didn’t fit the mold they were looking for 
in a Messiah.  He wasn’t that strong political and 



 

17 

 

military leader they assumed the Messiah would be.  
He was just a carpenter.   

4. There’s an old saying out there that rings true in this 
situation, “Familiarity breeds contempt”.  Because they 
were familiar with Jesus, because they had seen Him 
grow up, and were not overly impressed by His 
pedigree, His upbringing, His spheres of influence, 
instead of gladly receiving the message, they began to 
question it and ultimately it led to them feeling 
contempt towards Jesus.   

5. They allowed their own pre-conceived ideas and 
notions to prevent them from properly receiving Jesus 
as their Messiah.   
a. Sometimes that can happen to us as well.  We think 

that God can only use certain types of people, that 
God can’t use us.  And we limit God and we say 
God can only work certain ways. 

b. Don’t limit God.  Don’t put your expectations, your 
preconceived ideas and notions upon God to limit 
what He can do. 

c. God loves to do the unexpected.  He loves to use 
the least likely of the bunch to reinforce the fact that 
it is all about Him and His grace and not about us 
and our performance.   

B. There questioning of the identity of Jesus led to their 
unbelief and Jesus recognized this truth and so he 
addresses their unbelief in these next verses.  Read with 
me verses 23-27 

IX. Luke 4:23-27; “Jesus’ Rejection at Nazareth” #5 
A. Jesus realizing their unbelief, addressed the situation by 

sharing with the people a proverb and statement of truth 
illustrated by two examples. 
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B. The proverb “Physician, heal yourself!  Whatever we 
have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your 
country”, was basically a way of demanding a sign as 
proof or evidence.   
1. They didn’t believe Him at His word, they didn’t believe 

all the reports they had heard about Him in 
Capernaum.   

2. No, they wanted to see it for themselves.  They wanted 
Him to do for them, what He had done for the people of 
Capernaum.   

3. They weren’t going to believe Him unless He proved it 
through some sort of miraculous sign or wonder. 

4. But the problem is signs and wonders don’t produce 
faith.  They only produce an insatiable appetite for 
more signs and wonders.   
a. Have you ever seen someone do a cool magic trick?  

When they’re done, you don’t come to the 
conclusion that they can do magic, you say, “Do it 
again”.  Because you want to be able to figure it out 
for yourself.  You want to know how they do it so 
that you can try and do it yourself and impress your 
own friends.   

b. Signs and wonders are kind of like that.  They don’t 
produce faith, they simply produce a desire to see it 
again, and again, and again.  So that you can either 
explain it or figure it out yourself and then try to use 
it to your own advantage.   

5. Paul tells us that faith doesn’t come by signs and 
wonders, but it comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.  (Rom. 10:17) 
a. If they don’t believe and trust Jesus’ word, then no 

amount of signs and wonders would do.   
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C. Jesus followed up his proverb with a statement of truth 
stating, “Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted 
in his own country.”  And he followed up this statement 
with two examples to illustrate this truth. 
1. The first example was that of Elijah and his ministry.  

Elijah was a prophet to this same northern region.  And 
he faithfully went around declaring the word of the 
Lord.  But the people would not heed His word.  They 
were filled with unbelief.   
a. And so when God shut up the heavens for over 

three years, instead of sending Elijah to someone in 
the land of Israel to minister to, God sent him to a 
woman from Zarephath, a widow who was in 
desperation. 

b. You guys know the account, right?  It’s found in 1 
Kings 17. 

c. Elijah was sent to this woman and found her 
gathering sticks for a fire.  She was about to prepare 
her very last meal for her and her son.  She only had 
enough flour and oil to make one small meal for the 
two of them. 

d. And Elijah tells her to make for himself a cake first 
and then to make something for her and her son.  
And he promises her that the bin of flour and the jar 
of oil would not run out.   

e. The woman trusted Elijah and made him his cake 
first and the bin of flour and jar of oil never ran out all 
the time during the famine upon the land.   

2. The second example Jesus gave was of that of Elisha, 
the prophet that followed after Elijah in this same 
region. 
a. And just like in Elijah’s day, the people did not listen 

to Elisha and so they were still filled with unbelief.   
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b. Jesus gives the example of Naaman and the healing 
of his leprosy that is found in 2 Kings 5.  Not only 
was Naaman a leper, but he was also a gentile, and 
a military leader of a nation that was oppressing the 
people in the northern regions of Galilee.   

c. God brought healing upon Naaman as he was 
faithful to follow through with Elisha’s simple 
instructions to dunk in the Jordan 7 times in order to 
remove his leprosy. 

D. Both of these examples are illustrating the same truth.  
Because of unbelief amongst His people, the Lord chose 
to do His mighty works among the Gentiles, amongst 
those who would believe.   
1. Because of unbelief, these people were going to miss 

out on their Messiah, they were going to miss out on 
the incredible opportunity to have their sins forgiven, to 
have a right standing with the Lord.     

2. Unbelief hinders the work of the Lord.  In Matthew’s 
account of Jesus’ visit to Nazareth it is stated, “Now He 
did not do many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief.”  (Mt. 13:58) 

3. Don’t allow unbelief to keep you from receiving all that 
the Lord has for you.  Walk by faith and trust the Lord 
and His Word. And watch Him do amazing things in 
you and through you. 

E. Well, the people understood exactly what Jesus was 
saying through this proverb and these illustrations.  Let’s 
see how they responded. 

X. Luke 4:28-30 
A. Instead of being filled with the Spirit and being led by the 

Spirit like Jesus, these people were filled with wrath.   
1. These people were filled with wrath because they took 

Jesus’ words as an insult.  He was basically calling out 
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their unbelief and they didn’t like it.  Instead of 
humbling themselves and repenting from their unbelief, 
they simply sought to silence the messenger.  

2. Isn’t it amazing how fast a group can change?  They 
marveled at Jesus and loved every bit of what He had 
to say as He spoke gracious words to them.  But the 
moment He said anything about them they didn’t want 
to hear they were ready to kill him.   

3. How do we respond to those who tell us things we may 
not want to hear?  Are we open to others speaking into 
our lives?  Or do we only surround ourselves with 
people that are going to tickle our ears and tell us what 
we want to hear? 

4. Paul warned that a day would come “when people will 
not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own 
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap 
up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their 
ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to 
fables.”  (2 Tim. 4:3-4) 

5. These are the days we live in today.  People have 
heaped up for themselves teachers that simply tell the 
people what they want to hear.   
a. “There is no hell, All roads lead to heaven, It doesn’t 

matter which God you worship, Truth is in the eye of 
the beholder, It’s not sin, it’s a lifestyle and God is ok 
with it.  God wants us to be happy, so do what 
makes you happy.” 

b. These are the kinds of things that are perpetrated in 
today’s day and age.  And they are all lies.  They are 
simply the product of people finding for themselves 
people that are willing to tickle their ears and tell 
them what they want to hear rather than what they 
need to hear; the truth of God’s Word.   
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B. Well these people rose up, tossed Jesus out of the 
synagogue, and out of the city and they led Him to the 
brow of the hill upon which their city was built and they 
tried to kill him by throwing him off the side of a cliff. 
1. But Jesus passed through the midst of them and went 

His way. 
2. Jesus departed the city of Nazareth and this is the last 

we will hear from the people of Nazareth in Luke’s 
gospel.   

3. Jesus didn’t force Himself upon them.  He didn’t force 
them to believe upon Him.  He presented them with 
truth, gave them an opportunity to respond to it, and 
then went upon His way to continue His ministry 
elsewhere.   

4. The same applies to us today.  God doesn’t force 
Himself upon us.  He doesn’t force us to believe.  We 
have one of two options.   
a. We can receive Jesus like the people of Galilee did, 

and allow ourselves to be filled, led and empowered 
by the Spirit all while giving all praise honor and 
glory to God for what He has done.   

b. Or we can reject Jesus like the people of Nazareth 
did.  We can allow our preconceived ideas and 
notions to keep us from receiving the truth and to 
keep us from responding in faith.  We can miss out 
on the glorious ministry of the Messiah and remain 
enslaved to our sin and blind to all that the Lord has 
for us.   

c. My hope and prayer is that we would all receive Him 
and live in the grace and truth of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Let’s pray. 


