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Luke 5:12-16 – “Life Lessons from a Leper”, Aug. 01, 2021 
I. Welcome & Review 

A. Good morning!  Ohayo gozaimasu!  Welcome to Calvary 
Chapel Iwakuni.  It is great to be here with you to worship 
the Lord. 
1. Welcome any new people and those who may be 

streaming content. 
2. As you can tell we are very excited about our VBS 

happening this week.  We’ve got lots of decorations up 
and will be putting the final touches together this 
afternoon before we get going tomorrow morning.   

3. We greatly appreciate your prayers for a great week in 
the Lord.  That the Lord would bless the kids and the 
families that come out and participate in this year’s 
VBS.   
a. VBS is a great ministry opportunity.  It is a great in-

reach to our own kids and families but also an 
excellent outreach to kids and families that aren’t 
necessarily committed to a local body.   

b. So pray that God does a great work in the hearts of 
lives of all the people that come out this week for 
VBS. 

B. Speaking of our children, I want to let you all know that 
the kids are currently studying through the book of 
Revelation on Sunday mornings. 
1. Mrs. Zulema, our Children’s Ministry Director, wanted 

me to let you all know about it.  Because, if you haven’t 
read through the book of Revelation, it has quite a few 
interesting things in it.   
a. Now, we always do our best to keep our lessons age 

appropriate and keep the application of God’s Word 
on the bottom shelf so to say for our little ones.   
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2. Nonetheless, your kids may come home with some 
questions, and we want you all to be ready for those 
questions.  If you aren’t familiar with the content of 
Revelation and want to know more about the 
curriculum we are using to teach the kids, Mrs. Zulema 
or your child’s Sunday School teacher can share with 
you those materials.   

3. We think it is important to teach our children and 
ourselves the whole counsel of God and so we don’t 
shy away from sharing all of God’s Word.  We believe 
and stand by what Paul wrote to Timothy regarding the 
Scriptures.  Paul wrote to young Timothy declaring, “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.” (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

4. Because we believe in the inspiration and power of 
God’s Word, we are excited to be able to take our kids 
and the adults through the Scriptures trusting in God’s 
Word to do a work in us as we yield ourselves to Him. 

C. So with that, let’s go ahead and dismiss our little ones to 
their own classroom.  And as the kids make their way 
out, will the rest of you please make your way to the 
gospel of Luke chapter 5?   
1. If you are without a Bible this morning, I would 

encourage you to reach down and borrow one of the 
Bibles that are underneath some of the chairs around 
you that you may be able to follow along in the Word.   

2. I do think it important that we read and study the 
scriptures together and that you look into the Word for 
yourself and know what it says, rather than just 
listening to what I say.   
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D. This morning we are also going to set aside some time at 
the conclusion of our service to observe Communion 
together as a church family. 
1. This is something that we do regularly on the first 

Sunday of each month and upon other special 
occasions.  My hope is that during our time in the 
Word, God will be preparing us for our time of together 
in communion with Him at the close of our service. 

E. I’m going to ask you all to rise to your feet in honor of the 
Lord and His Word.   
1. Today, we’re going to be looking at a small portion of 

scripture together; our text is only going to be five 
verses long.   

2. The hope is that this will leave us plenty of time to 
enjoy our time in communion with the Lord at the 
conclusion of our service. 

3. Our text this morning is going to be Luke chapter 5 
verses 12-16.  And the title of our study is going to be 
“Life Lessons from a Leper” 

4. Follow along in your Bible as I read from mine.  Luke 
continues his narrative of the life and ministry of Jesus 
Christ in chapter 5 verse 12 with the following… (R & 
P) 

II. Intro 
A. In our text today we’re going to be looking at Luke’s 

account of a leper who made his way to Jesus seeking to 
be healed by Him. 
1. This particular account is actually recorded in Matthew 

and Mark’s gospel as well, so we will also be 
referencing some details from their accounts to get a 
full picture of all that took place at this time. 

B. Leprosy, for those that are not aware, was a slowly 
progressing, infectious, and incurable skin disease. 



 

4 

 

1. It’s symptoms ranged from white patches on the skin to 
running sores to the loss of their extremities like the 
tips of noses, fingers and toes. 

2. Although today there is medical treatment for the 
disease, in Biblical days, the disease was seen as 
incurable by medical means.  Rabbis regarded leprosy 
as humanly incurable.  So, contracting leprosy was a 
life sentence for most. 

3. We get the sense from the rest of the Scriptures that 
relate to leprosy that the only way one could be cured 
from leprosy was through a divine work of God; a 
divine healing from the Lord; a miracle. 

C. Now there were very strict guidelines associated with 
those who were infected with it.  Leviticus chapter 13 and 
14 list out most of the guidelines that were to be followed 
by any who contracted the disease. 
1. According to Leviticus 13:3 it was the responsibility of 

the priests to examine someone to decide whether or 
not someone indeed had contracted leprosy and if the 
priest deemed the person’s skin sore to be leprous 
they would be pronounced “unclean”. [Lev. 13:3b] 
a. If someone was deemed unclean it meant that they 

were unworthy of being a part of religious 
ceremonies of worship.  Thus, a leper was not 
permitted to gather to worship the Lord at the 
tabernacle or temple or any other public gathering. 

2. People were not permitted to touch lepers, since he 
was unclean and touching something that was unclean 
would defile a person and make them ceremonially 
unclean as well and unable to participate in special 
worship observances without first going through a 
ceremonial washing. 
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a. This means that even outside of town a leper would 
not be able to receive or return a salutation, since in 
the East this would involve an embrace. 

3. Moses wrote in Leviticus 13:45-46 of the man who is 
found to be with leprosy, stating, “Now the leper on 
whom the sore is, his clothes shall be torn and his 
head bare; and he shall cover his mustache, and cyr, 
‘Unclean!  Unclean!’.  He shall be unclean.  All the 
days he has the sore he shall be unclean.  He is 
unclean, and he shall dwell alone; his dwelling shall be 
outside the camp.” (Lev. 13:45-46) 
a. So, they had to wear torn and tattered clothing, go 

around bald headed, cover their faces and cry out 
loud “Unclean! Unclean!” whenever in public so as to 
serve as a public service announcement that they 
were defiled and you need to keep your distance. 

b. So, not only did they have to deal with their body 
that was physically deteriorating away from him, 
they also had to face extreme social outcasting and 
branding.   

c. They were not permitted to live within a camp or 
within the walls of a city.  They were to live alone, 
isolated, away from everyone else. 

4. The life of a leper was a life of great sorrow.   
a. They were not allowed to gather to worship the Lord 
b. They were prohibited from receiving human touch 
c. They could not hide their infirmities and sickness, 

but instead had to declare it publicly and 
demonstratively to all. 

d. They had to live a life of isolation and loneliness.   
5. Thus was the condition of this man that approached 

Jesus.   



 

6 

 

D. Now that we have a basic understanding of the disease 
of leprosy and how it impacted someone in the Jewish 
society, let’s take a look at our opening verse to learn 
more about this particular leper that came to Jesus one 
day.   

III. Luke 5:12;  
A. Luke doesn’t give us much background information to set 

the scene, but Matthew does give us a little something. 
1. We’re told that this leper came to Jesus after He had 

come down from the mountain, after Jesus had just 
finished his famous “Sermon on the Mount” in Matthew 
chapters 5, 6, & 7.   

2. Matthew 8:1 tells us that it was as he came down the 
mountain and the multitudes followed him, that this 
leper approached Jesus.   

B. Luke tells us that it happened when Jesus was in a 
certain city without naming the city.  It could be 
Capernaum, or another smaller city along the northern 
shores of the Sea of Galilee, we can’t say with 100% 
certainty. 

C. Now Dr. Luke uses a medical term here in his description 
of this leper.  Luke informs us that this man was not just a 
leper, but that he was one that was full of leprosy. 
1. The wording used indicates that this man had an 

advanced case of the disease. The word “full” speaks 
of someone who is completely covered in leprose 
sores.   

2. It carries the idea of having leprosy to the full or 
complete extent in every particular way.  It is highly 
likely that this man has been in this condition for quite 
some time for it to be such and advanced case of 
leprosy.   
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D. Luke writes of how this leper saw Jesus and came to Him 
and fell upon his face before Jesus imploring Jesus to 
heal him. 
1. This falling upon his face was an act of worship.  In 

fact, Matthew’s gospel tells us that the leper came and 
worshipped Jesus.  (Mt. 8:2)  

2. Remember that lepers were not allowed to gather with 
others and worship amongst them because they were 
unclean.  Yet despite this fact, the leper does just that. 

3. How freeing that must have felt for the leper to openly 
worship amongst the great multitudes that were 
following Jesus.   
a. He was forbidden from corporate worship and not 

supposed to mingle amongst people, but He was 
determined to come before the Lord in worship. 

4. And this brings me to the first point I’d like to make 
about this leper.  He was determined to worship Jesus 
and wasn’t going to allow anything to keep Him from 
falling on his face before the Lord. 
a. We ought to have that same sort of determination 

in our own lives and in our own desire to worship 
Jesus.   

b. Far too many believers treat worship as if it is some 
sort of thing they do every now and then when it 
feels right.  Maybe they haven’t been to church in a 
while and feel overdue for some time in worship.  Or 
maybe they treat it as some sort of itch they need to 
scratch every now and again. 

c. Our worship of Jesus should be constant.  We 
shouldn’t allow anything to stand in the way of us 
coming to the Lord in worship.  What is more 
important than worshipping Jesus, that we allow it to 
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stand in the way of entering into the presence of the 
Lord? 

d. Sight seeing?  Sleeping in?  Watching the game?  
What sort of things do we allow to keep us from 
worship?  To keep us from entering into the 
presence of the Lord? 

e. This leper was determined to worship Jesus, and I 
think he gives us an example to emulate in our own 
lives.  That we too wouldn’t allow anything to stand 
in the way of publicly worshipping the Lord.   

E. I’d also like to note a few things about this leper’s 
worship. 
1. Number one we see and note that his worship was a 

demonstration of humility. 
a. The leper came and fell upon his face before Jesus.  

He came humbly before the Lord.   
b. There was a certain awe and reverence we see in 

His worship. 
c. I think we can sometimes miss the mark when we 

come to worship the Lord and we do so half-
heartedly.  Or we do so with an insincere heart, 
when we just kind of go through the motions.   

d. Our worship needs to be done with humility and 
with sincerity.   

e. We must understand who it is we are singing to, who 
it is we are bowing before, who it is who we are 
entering into the presence of and do so with great 
humility and with awe and wonder. 

f. That the Lord God Almighty would even allow us to 
come before Him or to even commune with Him 
through worship is an amazing thing.   
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2. Number two we see here that not only was the leper’s 
worship done with humility, but it was also a 
demonstration of his faith.   
a. The leper took a great risk in coming to Jesus.  

Socially he was forbidden from entering into a crowd 
like he did without properly identifying himself.   
i. From the other gospel accounts we get no 

indication that he followed proper protocol in 
publicly identifying himself as a leper and crying 
out his uncleanness.  

b. In His faith he came and proclaimed Jesus as 
“Lord”.  Though this term can be used to refer to 
someone simply in a respectful manner, we get the 
sense from the overall context that this leper 
believed Jesus to be more than just some sir, or 
some respected leader. 

c. Remember that it was believed and even taught 
during that day by the Rabbis that the only cure for 
leprosy was to receive a divine healing from God.  
People didn’t just get better from this kind of leprosy.  
It would often grow worse and worse until it 
consumed your entire body.  This is where this man 
was at.  He was in need of a divine healing and he 
came to Jesus in faith. 

d. I believe this leper saw in Jesus, what most hadn’t 
fully been convinced of yet, that He was more than 
just a rabbi, more than just a respected teacher, but 
that He was sent from the Lord, and had the ability 
to do the works of God.   

e. Believing that Jesus was Lord, would mean that he 
believed Jesus to be God, and for him to come into 
the presence of a Holy God as an unclean person 
would be a great step of faith.   
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f. The leper came in faith trusting and believing that 
Jesus was able to heal him, to give him that divine 
touch he needed. 

g. And I love the fact that the leper worshipped Jesus 
in faith prior to his healing.  He didn’t worship after 
he was healed but before. 
i. It’s easy to worship the Lord after He has 

answered your prayers, but what about before He 
answers.  What about when we are in difficult 
times, when things seem to be falling apart all 
around us, do we still worship the Lord in faith? 

ii. This leper worshipped before He was healed, 
while in his dreadful state.  And he gives us 
another lesson to learn from.  Our worship 
shouldn’t be contingent upon our 
circumstances.  It’s easy to praise Jesus when 
life is going well.  But it’s more challenging to 
worship Him when we don’t have all the answers, 
when things don’t make sense.   

iii. It’s in those times, when we choose to worship 
Jesus despite the circumstances, despite the 
situations, despite the trials, the tribulations, the 
unanswered prayers and the unanswered 
questions that God is most glorified in our lives.   

iv. When we worship in faith because of who He is 
and our trust in Him to work out all things to His 
honor and to His glory, that is the kind of worship I 
believe the Lord desires to see from us. 

F. In the leper’s words to Jesus I see another thing worth 
noting.  He said to Jesus, “Lord, if you are willing, you 
can make me clean.” 
1. The leper’s doubt was not in Jesus’ ability to cleanse 

Him, but whether or not Jesus was willing to cleanse 
Him. 
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a. He believed and trusted in faith that Jesus was more 
than able to give him what he needed; that divine 
healing from the Lord.   

b. His question was more a matter of whether or not 
Jesus would be willing.   

c. The leper displays for us a surrender to Jesus, a 
yielding of his life to the Lord.  He basically 
submitted himself to the will of Jesus.  “Whatever 
you want, whatever you decided, I’m submitted and 
surrendered to Your will.”   

d. Are we in that same place when it comes to our 
worship of Jesus?  Are we completely yielded and 
submitted to His will and His desire for us and our 
lives? 

e. Do we trust Him enough to pray as Jesus prayed, 
“Father not my will but yours be done.”?  This leper 
was in that place.  He had his own heart’s desire 
that’s for sure.  He wanted to be healed.  He knew 
Jesus could heal him.  He just wasn’t so confident 
that it was God’s will for him.   

f. And so we see in his worship not only his humility, 
and his faith, we see also his surrender to the Lord 
and His will for his life. 

G. One more thing before we move on that stood out to me 
regarding this leper and his worship of Jesus. 
1. I see here a willingness on behalf of the leper to step 

out in faith and to trust God to do something that was 
deemed by most as impossible.  

2. He was willing to trust God for the miraculous.   
a. What about us?  Are we willing to step out in faith 

despite what others may say or think and trust God 
to do something that nobody else would even think 
possible.  
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b. We need to be a people that are willing to take 
steps of faith in the Lord and trust Him to do 
something that others may view as impossible.   

c. God is honored I believe when we trust Him to work 
in this way.  God is able to do exceedingly and 
abundantly more than what we could even think or 
imagine.  So don’t limit God, don’t put Him in a box.  
Take steps of faith and trust God to do the 
impossible. 

3. I believe that God is still more than able to do the 
miraculous.  And that He would be willing to do more if 
we were willing to trust Him for more.   

H. Well, let’s see how Jesus responded to this leper. 
IV. Luke 5:13;  

A. Jesus responded to the leper by first reaching out his 
hand and touching him.   
1. Mark’s gospel actually adds in an important descriptor 

here saying that Jesus was moved with compassion 
and then stretched out His hand and touched the leper.  
(Mk. 1:41)   

2. Jesus did what He did in love and out of compassion 
for this leper.   

3. Can you even begin to imagine what that touch must 
have felt like for this leper?  I wonder how long it had 
been for this man since another human being actually 
touched him.  How long had it been for this man since 
he last felt the warm physical touch of another person? 

4. A man that was prohibited from experiencing the touch 
of a human embrace all of a sudden is embraced and 
touched by the hand of God.  How incredible that touch 
must have been, it must have sent a warmth and a 
sensation up and down his entire body.   
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a. Now here is something worth noting.  Jesus didn’t 
have to touch the leper.  He could have simply 
pronounced him clean and told him to go present 
himself to the priest. 

b. I believe Jesus touched him because He knew how 
much that touch would mean to this leper.   Jesus 
wasn’t putt off by this man’s leprosy, He didn’t’ turn 
his face in disgust, or shutter at the thourhg of 
touching this leprous man. 

c. He doesn’t do the same to us either.  He doesn’t 
look at our lie and our struggles, our sin and get 
turned off by them or appalled by them.  He doesn’t 
turn away from us in disgust when we fall short and 
sin.  He loves us too much.   

d. I think in this we see a wonderful example for us to 
follow.  That we shouldn’t turn away from those that 
may be seen as the less desirable or the outcasts.  
Jesus reached out and touched this man because 
He knew his need to be touched and shown love.   

e. We should be willing to do the same.  To reach out 
to others and touch their lives in a way that will 
encourage and lift them up and draw them closer to 
the Lord.   

B. Now, interestingly enough, for Jesus in this case, 
touching something unclean, like this leper was, would 
make someone ceremonially unclean as well.   
1. In reaching out and touching this leper Jesus takes 

upon himself the uncleanness of the leper. 
2. It is a beautiful picture of the truth of 2 Corinthians 5:21 

which states, “For He made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him.” (2 Co. 5:21) 
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3. Jesus took on the uncleanness of the leper when he 
touched him and that is what Jesus did for us when he 
took our sins upon His shoulders and went to the cross 
of Calvary.   

C. As Jesus reached out and touched the leper He 
declared, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 
1. Oh, how sweet those words must have been to hear 

for the leper; the Lord saying to him “I am willing.”  Can 
you imagine the relief he must have felt at that very 
moment? 
a. I imagine it was as if the weight of the world was 

lifted off of his shoulders as he heard those words.   
b. The Lord is willing to work on behalf of those who 

will come to Him in faith.  Just as He was willing to 
work in the leper’s life, I believe He is willing to work 
in our life as well. 

2. Now I want to note something here about this healing 
and God’s willingness to heal the leper. 
a. When it comes to God’s healing in an individual’s life 

it often boils down to a matter of God’s will.  Is it part 
of God’s will that you be healed, or does He have 
another plan, a different plan for you? 

b. There are those that would suggest that God heals 
based solely upon faith, and if you demonstrate 
enough faith than God will heal you.   
i. These people are greatly mistaken and do a great 

disservice to the body of Christ and especially to 
the individual who is seeking for God’s healing 
touch upon their life. 

c. God’s healing touch is really a matter of God’s 
will.   
i. Three times we read of Paul asking the Lord to 

bring healing in his life, and the Lord never healed 
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him.  Are we to believe that Paul lacked enough 
faith to be healed?  Of course not. 

ii. God said to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” (2 
Co. 12:9) 

iii. It wasn’t God’s will that Paul be healed of that 
“thorn in the flesh”.  It had nothing to do with 
Paul’s faith, it had everything to do with God’s will 
for Paul.  

d. Some of you may be thinking to yourself, why would 
God not want to bring healing in my life.  Why would 
he want me to suffer, why would He want me to feel 
this way?  Why doesn’t God bring healing to 
everyone? 
i. I don’t know why God does all the things He does.  

Some things are beyond us. 
ii. But I am reminded of what Isaiah says in Isaiah 

chapter 55.  Isaiah declares, “’For My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 
ways,’ says the Lord.  ‘For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than 
your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.’” 
(Isa. 55:8-9)  

iii. His will is greater than ours.  Even if we don’t 
understand it, we can still believe it and place our 
faith in it and have a peace that surpasses all 
understanding. 

D. Well, as Jesus reached out and touched Him and 
declared His willingness to heal him, we are told at the 
end of verse 13 that the leprosy left him immediately.   
1. Jesus touched the untouchable and cured the 

incurable.  At the word of Christ, the leprosy left him 
and he was cleansed from this crippling disease.   
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E. Let’s continue and see what took place next. 
V. Luke 5:;  

A. Jesus strictly warned this man to tell no one about his 
healing, but to go to the priest and show himself to the 
priest and to offer what was required according to the law 
of Moses.   
1. It’s interesting to me that in Leviticus 14 there is a very 

detailed account of what a priest was to do in the case 
of a leper being healed.   

2. It’s interesting to me because leprosy was believed to 
be incurable.  Yet, God, knowing He would 
miraculously heal some from this disease provided a 
way for the leper to be pronounced clean and 
acceptable and allowed to return to society as clean 
and whole again. 

B. I also find it interesting that Jesus told the leper to tell no 
one. 
1. We’ve already noted how there were multitudes of 

people following Jesus and who no doubt witnessed 
this miracle for themselves.  It wasn’t as if this was a 
secret healing, many people saw it. 

2. So why would the Lord not want him to tell anyone 
about this miraculous healing he had received?  Let 
me propose a couple possibilities. 
a. Number one, its possible that Jesus was wanting to 

ensure that He was keeping with the law and 
following the instructions laid out in God’s Word. 
i. The prescribed thing to do in this instance was 

already recorded in Scripture.  Moses had 
explained the process when he authored the book 
of Leviticus. 
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ii. If a leper’s sores were healed, he was to go to the 
priest, not run around town telling everyone he 
was healed.   

iii. It was the priests’ responsibility to inspect the 
sores of any leper and for him to determine 
whether or not the leper had truly been healed 
from his disease. 

iv. And so Jesus could simply be following the 
example laid out in the Word. 

b. But we also get the sense that Jesus was wanting to 
do this as a testimony to the priests.   Jesus said 
that this miracle would serve as a testimony to them.
  
i. It would show that God was actively moving 

amongst the people once again.  It would no 
doubt stir an excitement within the priesthood and 
cause many to take notice. 

ii. It wasn’t every day that someone came to the 
temple to be inspected by the priest and 
pronounced clean and cured from an incurable 
disease.  This would have been big news for the 
priests. 

c. Another reason I think worth noting is that Jesus 
was not seeking popularity as a miracle worker.  
Jesus’ focus was not upon drawing a crowd of 
people that came to Him just to see what awesome 
things He would do next. 
i. As we can see in our text.  The multitudes end up 

coming out to Him as word spread and we read 
from other gospel accounts that it actually 
hindered Jesus from freely entering into the city 
and limited Him to remaining outside in deserted 
places because the people were coming to Him 
from every direction.  (Mk. 1:45b) 
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ii. And so it would make sense for Jesus to want the 
leper to keep from telling everyone about his 
healing. 

d. Ultimately though, I believe it was simply that Jesus’ 
time had not yet come. 
i. There would come a time when He would receive 

the praise and adulation of His people when He 
would enter into Jerusalem on the back of a colt. 

ii. This was not that time.  Jesus was working on a 
master time table that had been set in order by 
the Father from the beginning of time.  Jesus was 
yielded to the Father’s plan and His timing.  And 
the timing simply wasn’t right in this moment. 

C. Let’s read the next verse to see what happened next. 
VI. Luke 5:15;  

A. Despite Jesus’ desire to keep this miracle quiet word 
spread.  And unfortunately it was due in large part to the 
leper and his disobedience to Jesus’ command to him. 
1. We could read Luke’s account and perhaps assume 

that it was the multitudes that spread the word and that 
the leper went and did what was told of him. 

2. However, Mark’s gospel tells us such was not the 
case.  Mark’s gospel tells us that despite what Jesus 
had instructed the leper to do that “he went out and 
began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter,” 
(Mk. 1:45a). 

B. It’s easy to look at this man and point the finger and 
ridicule him for his disobedience, but I would be careful in 
doing so.   
1. Yes this man blew it.  Yes, he disobeyed the Lord.  

What he did was wrong.   
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2. God had touched his life in a powerful way, Jesus had 
reached out His hand to him and touched him and 
cleansed him.  And he just couldn’t keep quiet about it.   

3. You know it’s interesting to consider the fact that Jesus 
has done the same thing for us.   
a. He has touched our life in a powerful way.  Jesus 

reached out His hands upon a cross and in so doing 
took our sins upon Himself and cleansed us from the 
deadly effects of our sin.   

4. The only difference between us and this leper is that 
Jesus commands us to actually spread the news.  To 
tell all we know about what Jesus has done for us. 

5. I find it odd, that while this leper was commanded to 
keep quiet about it, but just couldn’t help himself from 
telling everyone about it, we who are commanded to 
tell everyone about what Christ has done for us, 
sometimes remain silent.   

6. Which is worse?  In the eyes of God both are wrong.   
7. But, we can at least understand the excitement, the 

enthusiasm, and the joy of the leper who has been 
cleansed, whose life has been restored, who has been 
touched by God.   

8. What excuse do we who remain silent have for our 
silence?  Before we point the finger at the leper in 
ridicule we must consider our own lives and our own 
obedience to the Lord.  

9. Have we been obedient to share with those around us 
all the wonderful things God has done for us?  Have 
we told people about how Jesus Christ reached out His 
hands for us and healed us from our sin? 
a. The work Jesus did upon the cross for us in 

cleansing us from our sin, is a far greater work than 
the healing brought upon this leper.   
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b. May the excitement and enthusiasm of the leper 
whose spots have been removed be that of our 
own.   

C. Let’s wrap up our text with our final verse, verse 16. 
VII. Luke 5:16;  

A. As the crowds gathered around Him constantly and great 
multitudes came together to hear Him and to be healed 
by Him, Jesus leaves us a great example to follow here. 
1. Many things clamor for our attention.  And we can 

have a tendency to allow ourselves to be run ragged in 
trying to attend to everything.   

2. But Jesus gives us an important example to follow 
here.  Jesus took time to withdraw to a quiet and 
deserted place to pray and to spend time with the Lord.   

3. When life seems to be pulling you in multiple directions 
and you have multiple things clamoring for your time, 
your attention, and your energy, make sure you follow 
Jesus’ example and make it a priority to get away 
and hear from the Lord.   

4. Strength for the work God has called us to comes from 
the Lord, so we need to take time to meet with Him 
and be refreshed by Him.   

5. And we have a wonderful opportunity to do just that 
this morning, as we have set aside some time for 
communion this morning.     

VIII. Conclusion / Communion;  
A. I’d like to invite Nick and the worship team back up here 

to lead us in our time of worship and communion.   
1. Also, if I can have the ushers begin to distribute the 

communion elements that would be great as well. 
B. Communion is something we do in remembrance of what 

Christ has done for us.   
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1. It’s a way for us to remember how He reached out His 
hands to us, and touched our lives, by going to the 
cross and taking our sins upon Him. 

2. And through the work of the cross, forgiveness and 
grace are offered to all who would believe upon Him 
through faith.   

3. As we partake of the bread and the cup we symbolize 
our unity with Him.  We acknowledge the work He did 
upon the cross for us where His body was broken and 
His blood was poured out. 

C. Paul writing to the church in Corinth instructed them in 
how they were to partake of the communion elements. 
1. He writes in 1 Co. 11:23... (read portion through verse 

25) 
2. The cracker, we distribute, the bread, is likened to the 

Lord’s body that was broken for us.  As we partake of 
the bread we remember His broken body that was 
nailed upon the cross. 

3. The grape juice, we distribute, the cup, is likened to the 
new covenant in Jesus blood.  As we partake of the 
cup we are reminded that we are under a covenant of 
grace and no longer under the law.  We are reminded 
of God’s work of salvation in our lives.  How we are 
saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

4. Paul would add in verse 26, “For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death till He comes.”   
a. Communion is a time for us to look back upon what 

Jesus did for us, but it is also a time for us to look 
forward to the time when Jesus will come for us.   

5. And so, the ushers are going to pass out the 
communion elements to you and the worship team is 
going to lead us in a time of worship 
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6. Today, we’re going to have you partake as the Lord 
leads you.  Once you’ve received the elements, I want 
to encourage you to spend some time in prayer and 
allow the Lord to minister to you and strengthen you in 
all that He has called you to and then partake as the 
Lord leads you.   

D. Nick will conclude our time and lead us in one final song 
together.    


