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Luke 7:1-10 – “A Marvelous Military Man”, Oct. 03, 2021 
I. Welcome 

A. Good morning!  Ohayo gozaimasu!  Welcome to Calvary 
Chapel Iwakuni.  It is great to be here with you to worship 
the Lord. 
1. Welcome any new people [potentially Navy personnel 

returning from sea] and those who may be streaming 
content. 

B. At this time we’re going to go ahead and dismiss our 
elementary aged children to their Sunday School class.  

C. As the kids make their way out, will the rest of you please 
open up your Bibles and make your way to chapter 7 of 
the gospel of Luke? 
1. If you don’t have a Bible with you this morning, feel 

free to reach down and borrow one of the Bibles that 
are underneath some of the chairs around you.   

D. This morning we’re going to begin a new chapter in our 
verse-by-verse study of the gospel of Luke with a 
message I’ve entitled “A Marvelous Military Man”.   
1. And then at the close of our service we’re also going to 

set aside some time to participate in coming to the 
Lord’s Table through Communion.   

2. My hope is God will be with us as we study His Word, 
that His Spirit would lead us and guide us and that 
Jesus Christ will be glorified as we remember all He 
did for us some 2,000 years ago.   

E. Is everyone there in Luke chapter 7?  If so, I’d like to 
invite you to rise to your feet in honor of the Lord and His 
Word. 
1. I’m going to read our text this morning from my Bible, 

do your best to follow along in your own Bible.  Luke 
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continues his orderly narrative of the life of Christ with 
the following in chapter 7 verse 1… (R & P)  

II. Intro 
A. What makes a military man great?  What sort of things 

make certain military men (& women) stand out amongst 
their peers?  What are the kinds of attributes and 
characteristics that are most important in determining 
whether or not someone will be a successful military 
leader? 
1. Belief it or not these types of questions have been 

asked over and over again.  Research has been done 
to try and identifiy the most important things that make 
a military leader a successful one.   

2. As I was considering this topic I did a little research of 
my own with the help of google.  I typed in “what 
makes a good military leader?” and pressed enter to 
see what sort of things would pop up. 

3. I was not disappointed.  There are all sorts of articles 
and research pieces out there that have tried to 
quantify these types of attributes and characteristics. 

4. An article posted on army.mil spoke of the need for 
leaders that “can provide clear intent, create shared 
understanding, build cohesive teams, exercise 
discipline initiative, encourage Soldiers to take prudent 
risk, trust subordinates to make sound decisions, and 
use mission orders that focus on what to do and why 
rather than how the order is to be carried out.” 
a. But that really sounded too wordy for me.  I was 

looking more for a list of character traits, or 
attributes, that really make people stand out within 
the military. 
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5. On the website Military.com I found an article entitled 
“Six Personality Traits of a Leader” and thought this is 
what I was more looking for. 
a. They listed off two absolutes that are required to 

start off with before getting to the six.  The most 
important personal traits listed were integrity and 
character.  The article said that these were 
absolutes and must always be included in identifying 
good leaders. 

b. But the article went on to include ambition, drive & 
tenacity, self-confidence, psychological openness, 
realism (which they described as the mid-point 
between optimism and pessimism), and lastly an 
appetite for learning. 

6. One video I watched highlighted 8 traits of what makes 
a great military leader. 
a. They listed out character, confidence w/ humility, 

discipline, physical fitness, life-long learning, 
professionalism, leading by example, and 
commitment. 

7. I even found an article put forth by the Norwegian 
Military Academy that researched this topic and came 
up with 12 of the most important character strengths 
for military officers as selected by multiple panels of 
military officers. 
a. Here is their list of the 12 top character strengths 

from top to bottom.  #1 was leadership, #2 was 
teamwork, #3 was open-mindedness, #4 was 
Integrity, #5 was persistence, #6 was bravery, #7 
was curiosity, #8 was love of learning, #9 was social 
intelligence, #10 was fairness, #11 was perspective, 
and the rounding out the top 12 was creativity.   
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B. It was interesting to me to see how many different lists 
were out there and how some people valued certain 
things over others.   
1. I don’t know if there is an exact list of character traits 

out there that we can all agree upon as to what makes 
a military member great, but I do hope that we can 
agree upon the character of the man in our text this 
morning and learn from his example of what made him 
stand out as great, as marvelous.   

2. The definition of the word marvelous is “causing great 
wonder; extraordinary.”  And I would say this military 
man in our account this morning fits the bill.  If God 
Himself marvels over you, I’d say that is pretty 
extraordinary, that you’ve got something going for you 
that ought to be recognized and celebrated. 

3. And that is what we are going to try and do here in our 
text this morning.  We’re going to go through this text 
and try to pull out some observations that tell us a little 
bit more about this military man and what made him 
stand out, what made him great, what made him 
extraordinary. 

4. My hope is that these character traits we pull out would 
be things that we can all look to emulate in our own 
lives.  These observations we make are not limited just 
to military folk, but are suitable for us all.   

5. So let’s dive back in to our text and see what made this 
military man so marvelous.  Take a look at verses 1 & 
2 to get us started.   

III. Luke 7:1-2;  
A. Our text begins with a few details to help set the scene 

and to transition from what we were covering in chapter 
6. 
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1. When it speaks about Jesus concluding all His sayings 
it is referring to His teaching that He just gave in the 
previous chapter, a teaching we referred to as “The 
Sermon on the Plain” where Jesus spoke about the 
Kingdom Life and some priorities, principes, and 
parables associated with it. 

2. After he finished speaking all these things out in the 
countryside, we’re told that He made His way back into 
the city of Capernaum. 
a. The city of Capernaum was the most important city 

on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee in 
NT times. 

b. Far more than just a fishing village, it was the 
economic center of Galilee and sat near a major 
trade route and thus was a wealthy city and a 
popular destination. 

c. After leaving his hometown of Nazareth, Jesus set 
up shop in the city of Capernaum.  It became a sort 
of headquarters for the ministry He performed in and 
around the region of Galilee. 

B. In verse 2 there is mention of a certain centurion. 
1. A centurion was a Roman officer that was the 

backbone of the Roman army.  A centurion was an 
officer in charge of 100 Roman soldiers.  They would 
be somewhat like our own NCO’s in the US military. 

2. Typically, these types of military leaders were looked 
down upon and disliked by the general Jewish 
population.  They represented the Roman occupational 
force.  They were leaders of the group of people that 
were ruling over them; they were unwanted authority 
figures from the Jewish perspective. 
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3. But interestingly enough, most all the mentions of a 
Roman centurion in the Scriptures are ones that are 
shared with mainly positive reviews. 
a. There is the centurion in our text this morning that 

Jesus commends for his marvelous faith.   
b. Then there was the centurion that was there on the 

hill of Calvary when Jesus was crucified.  He 
proclaimed of Jesus, “Truly this was the Son of 
God!” (Mt. 27:54b) 

c. The first Gentile to be converted and baptized in the 
Holy Spirit was a centurion named Cornelius; we 
read about him in Acts 10. 

d. And then in Acts 27 there is a centurion by the name 
of Julius that took care of Paul and watched over 
him while Paul was being transported to Rome and 
in his custody.  

4. So, though traditionally these officers were not liked by 
the Jews, we do see from the Scriptures that there 
were some God-fearing, godly men who served as 
centurions and were well received by members of the 
Jewish community. 

C. Not only are we introduced to a certain centurion, we are 
also told about his servant in verse 2. 
1. We’re told that his servant was sick and ready to die.  

The word “sick” in the Greek is the word “kakos” and it 
comes from the root word meaning bad or evil.  The 
word simply is used to speak not of specific sicknesses 
but the degree to which they are feeling the effects of 
the sickness. 

2. Quite literally what the Greek says is that this servant 
had it badly.  Things were not looking too good for him.   
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3. In Matthew’s parallel account we are told that he was 
“lying at home paralyzed, [and] dreadfully tormented.” 
(Mt. 8:6) 
a. The word paralyzed in this context speaks of a 

condition where they can’t even move their body.  
They are in so much pain and anguish that they are 
incapacitated.  The pain he is experiencing is 
excruciating and prevents him from even being able 
to move a muscle. 

4. This servant was on his death bed; reeling in pain and 
unable to do anything at all about it. 

D. We’re told that this servant was dear to the centurion.  
The word “dear” speaks of something that is very 
precious, something that is of great value and greatly 
honored.   
1. This is the first indication that we have that let’s us 

know that this particular centurion was different.  For 
you see, back in those days and ages a servant was 
seen as nothing more than a thing to possess.   

2. They were treated like property, usually one would not 
show great concern or place such high value upon a 
possession of theirs.   

3. The fact that this centurion felt this way about his sick 
slave was odd.  Why was he so concerned?  The 
mentality of that day was you can just get another 
servant if this one dies. 
a. In fact, under Roman law, a master had the right to 

even kill his slave, and it was expected that he 
would do so if the slave became ill or injured to the 
point where he could not work.   

b. So the typical response in this case, that which was 
permissible under Roman law and expected by most 
was that the centurion would go ahead and put his 
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servant out of his misery and simply get another 
one.   

4. The fact that this slave was dear to the centurion let’s 
us know that he is a little bit different than the rest of 
the people that treated slaves as simple pieces of 
property that can easily be replaced.   

5. He valued the life of his servant.  He cared about those 
who were hurting, those who were weak, those who 
were helpless and hopeless.  He had a heart for him. 

6. And this is the first thing I want to note about this 
centurion.  This centurion greatly valued the life of his 
servant and teaches us to place great value upon all 
life.   
a. It can be tempting to only care about those who are 

powerful, those who have influence, those that can 
help you, but this centurion cared about a slave that 
had no power, who had little to offer him, and who’s 
life had little to no value amongst the rest of society. 

b. He is an example for us to follow.  We aren’t to show 
favoritism or partiality in our faith.   
i. James writes, “My brethren, do not hold the faith 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
partiality.” (James 2:1) 

ii. He then goes on to describe a situation where two 
different people enter into an assembly.  One 
comes into the assembly wearing gold and fine 
apparel and the other is a poor man.   

iii. If we show partiality to the man in fine apparel and 
gold, and shun the poor man we are guilty of 
showing partiality.   

iv. James continued stating, “If you really fulfill the 
royal law according to the Scripture, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself,’ you do well; but I 
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you show partiality, you commit sin, and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors.” (James 
2:8-9) 

c. So we aren’t to show partiality.  We are to place 
value upon all life. 

E. Let’s continue on in our account by taking a look at our 
next verse to see what other sort of observations we can 
make about this centurion.   

IV. Luke 7:3;  
A. This centurion had heard about Jesus.   

1. What did he hear?  Well, it would seem based upon 
the context and what we’ve studied already through 
the gospel of Luke, that it is very likely that the 
centurion heard the accounts about Jesus speaking 
and teaching with great authority as well as his 
authority over sickness and His ability to heal people. 

B. We know that this man will be commended by Jesus for 
his great faith, and it is Romans 10:17 that teaches us 
that “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” (Rom. 10:17) 
1. This Roman centurion had heard about Jesus, and 

was willing to listen, he was open-minded, and 
submissive towards Jesus. 

2. I think this is important and worth noting.  The fact that 
this centurion was willing to be open-minded and 
willing to listen to the words being told to him about 
Jesus speaks volumes about the kind of person he 
was.   

3. It’s interesting to consider that on those lists about 
what makes a great military leader, the character trait 
of being open-minded popped up on multiple 
occasions, multiple sites and articles mentioned the 
need for this. 
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4. The opposite of this would be to be closed-minded.  To 
be set in your ways, to be unwilling to change, 
unwilling to consider other possibilities.   

5. We need to have an open-mind in order to respond to 
the work of God’s Holy Spirit in our lives.  We need to 
be willing to yield ourselves and submit to God’s Spirit 
and God’s Word as they lead and guide us. 

6. As you gather in this place for worship are you open to 
what the Spirit of God desires to do?  Are you open to 
receiving from the Lord and allowing Him to make 
changes in your life that will be for His glory and 
ultimately for our own good? 

7. Or are you closed-minded.  Unwilling to yield, unwilling 
to consider any other possibilities that you have 
already come to a decision upon? 

8. I hope the example of this centurion being open to 
listening to the words He heard about Jesus will be an 
example we follow in our own lives. 

C. Well as the centurion heard word about Jesus and heard 
that he was in Capernaum he sent Jewish elders to 
Jesus that they may plead with Him to come and heal his 
servant.   
1. This too is a bit odd, that Jewish elders would be 

willing to go and plead before Jesus on behalf of a 
Roman centurion’s servant was well outside the 
normal type of behavior.  

2. As I already noted, the Jews didn’t always like the 
Roman authorities, often times they despised them, 
but something was different about this Roman 
centurion that allowed him to have special favor with 
the Jewish elders, something that set him apart.  

D. Let’s read verses 4 & 5 to see what it was that set him 
apart. 
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V. Luke 7:4-5;  
A. The Jewish elders came to Jesus and they earnestly 

begged Jesus to come with them back to the centurion’s 
house that He may heal his servant. 
1. The Jews begged Jesus stating that the one whom He 

should do this for was deserving.  The word 
“deserving” in the Greek speaks of the idea of being 
worthy of such special treatment.   

2. The word is “axios” in the Greek and it literally means 
to be of weight.  It is believed that it refers to a set of 
scales where the weights bring or draw down the beam 
to a horizontal level when the weights are equal on 
each side.   

3. Thus, the idea here is that when you weight out all that 
the centurion has done, and put it on a scale that it 
would be equal to the task of Jesus coming and 
healing his servant.   

4. And while I can imagine and understand the mental 
picture here, I’m so glad to know that isn’t the way God 
works.  We don’t have to earn God’s favor.  We don’t 
have to do a bunch of good deeds that we can then put 
on a scale in order to get God to come do something 
for us. 

5. The Jewish elders believed this was how to approach 
God, but they were wrong.  We’ll note the better and 
more proper way to approach the Lord later on in our 
study. 

6. But for now, the thing I want to point out here about 
the centurion was that he was a man of good 
character.  He had a good reputation, he was spoken 
of favorably by the leaders within the community.   
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a. Proverbs 22:1 states, “A good name is to be 
chosen rather than great riches, Loving favor rather 
than silver and gold.” 

b. And in Paul’s description of qualifications for 
overseers he states, “Moreover he must have a 
good testimony among those who are outside, lest 
he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.” (1 
Tim. 3:7) 

c. Having a good reputation really gets to the idea of 
living a life of integrity.  When our private lives match 
up with our public personas. 

d. Living in integrity means that we don’t have hidden 
agendas, dishonest practices, nor live double lives.  
We live authentically before the Lord and before 
others. 

e. Romans 12:18 exhorts us, “If it is possible, as much 
as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.” 

f. This is something the centurion made sure to do and 
he is a good example for us to follow after. 

B. Now in our text, the Jewish elders give two reasons why 
they felt this centurion was deserving of Jesus coming 
and healing his servant. We’ll take a look at each reason 
and note something special about the centurion from 
each example. 
1. The first thing they brought up is that this centurion 

loved their nation. 
a. Now, I want to make sure you understand what is 

being said here.  This isn’t a patriotic love for country 
that is being spoken of here. 

b. The word translated as “nation” in English, is the 
Greek word “ethnos” and is where we get our 
English word ethnic from.   
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i. It speaks more along the lines of a particular 
people group.   

ii. Here it is referring to the Jewish people.   
c. This centurion loved the Jewish people.  And the 

kind of love that he had for them was the kind of love 
we talked about a couple of weeks ago when 
covering chapter 6 and talking about our need to 
love like God loves us.   

d. Its that “agape” love; the selfless, sacrificial, 
unconditional kind of love that God demonstrated to 
us when He sent His one and only Son Jesus Christ 
to take the penalty for our sins.   

e. This centurion had a selfless sacrificial love for 
God’s people.  And the same should be true of us.  
We are to love others, to love our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, to love our neighbors, and even to 
love our enemies, to love all people with the love of 
Christ. 

2. The second thing they brought up that they felt 
demonstrated the centurion’s worth was the fact that 
he built the Jews a synagogue.   
a. A synagogue was the place that the people met 

together at to read God’s Word, to pray, and to 
fellowship.  It’ is much like our modern-day church. 

b. Evidently this man helped build, probably meaning 
that he helped pay for and support a building project, 
for a local synagogue.   

c. He used his resources to help establish and build 
up the local place of worship.  Again, we note how 
important it is that we do the same. 

d. That we would be involved in building up and 
edifying the body of Christ.  That we would serve 
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one another and use our own gifts and resources to 
help establish the local church. 

e. Not that it earns us favor, as we will soon see and 
note, but it is something that we are called to do.   
i. Ephesians 4 reads, “And He [referring to God] 

Himself gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for 
the work of ministry, for the edifying [or building 
up] of the body of Christ, till we all come to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery 
of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful 
plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow 
up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—
from whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according to 
the effective working by which every part does its 
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying 
of itself in love.” (Eph. 4:11-16) 

f. God wants us to play an important part in helping to 
build up the local congregation.  So, plug in and get 
involved.   

C. Let’s continue in our text and take a look at verses 6 & 7 
to see what else stands out about this Roman centurion 
military man. 

VI. Luke 7:6-7a;  
A. The Jewish elders went to Jesus and pleaded with Him 

saying how deserving, how worthy this man was of Jesus 
coming to his home and bringing healing and deliverance 
to his servant. 
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1. Well, Jesus agreed to go with them and they went on 
their way back to the centurion’s house.   

2. But before they arrived at their final destination, the 
centurion sent out another group of friends to tell Jesus 
not to be bothered or worried about coming to his 
house. 
a. You see, the centurion was probably well aware of 

the cultural “no-no” it would be for a prominent 
Jewish rabbi to enter into the house of a Gentile.   

b. Though it was not against Jewish Law, it was a 
culturally taboo thing to do.  Rabbis instructed their 
people to stay completely away from Gentiles and 
that would include entering into their homes.  To do 
so would make you ceremonially unclean and 
unable to participate in the local worship service.   

c. Whether or not that played into his thinking, we can’t 
say with any sort of certainty.   

3. We can say that it wasn’t the only reason for we are 
told one of the reasons the Centurion called off Jesus 
and told Him that He didn’t have to come to his house.  
And it had to do with the exact opposite of what the 
Jewish elders tried to say. 
a. The Jewish elders said, “Oh, this man is deserving, 

He’s such a good guy, he loves the Jews, and even 
helped build up and establish our local synagogue.  
You should do this for him because he has earned 
it.” 

b. But that wasn’t the approach of the centurion.  
Instead of trying to claim he was deserving and 
worthy, he said the opposite.  He said, he was NOT 
worthy to have Jesus come to him and his house.   

c. This centurion had a proper and accurate view of 
himself in light of the Lord.  He was not worthy, and 
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he understood that nothing he did could ever merit 
the favor of God.   

d. Not only did he realize that there was nothing he 
could do to merit God coming to Him, He also knew 
there was nothing good inside himself that would 
allow him to come to God.  He wasn’t worthy of God 
coming into his house, and he also understood that 
he wasn’t worthy to go to God on his own merits.   

e. This centurion had a great deal of humility and 
he understood the basic principle behind needing 
the grace of God.  Without the grace of God we 
could never have our relationship restored with the 
Lord.   

f. We can’t do anything to make God come to us and 
enter into our presence, and we can’t do anything 
that would make us worthy to enter into His 
presence on our own.   

g. We need the grace of God to take over and we need 
to remain humble before the Lord at all times.   

B. Let’s read the rest of verse 7 along with verse 8 as we 
continue our study. 

VII. Luke 7:7b-8;  
A. At the end of verse 7 the centurion declares, “But say the 

word, and my servant will be healed.”  He then goes on in 
verse 8 describing how he too is a man under authority 
and understands how authority works. 
1. This highlights yet another character trait of this 

centurion that makes him stand out so much.  This 
Roman centurion trusted in the power and 
authority of Jesus’ words. 

2. He knew that all Jesus needed to do was say the word 
and his servant would be healed.  He understood that 
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Jesus was a man with great authority and that there 
was power in His word. 

3. Oh, that we would taste and see the riches of God’s 
Word.  That we would know and trust in the complete 
authority of God’s Word. 

4. God has left us His Holy Word and we have no 
excuses for not knowing and not living according to the 
authority of God’s Word. 

5. We need to believe Jesus and take Him at His word.  
God’s Word must be our final and ultimate authority in 
our lives.  We need to have a Biblical worldview, a 
belief system that lines up in accordance with God’s 
Holy Word. 

6. If we don’t follow God at His word and instead just do 
things on our own we are making up our own ways, 
our own rules, and the promises of God are not based 
upon our ways, but upon God’s ways.  Make sure you 
are building your life upon the trust and authority of 
God’s Word.   

B. Let’s look at verse 9 and Jesus’ response to this 
centurion as we continue with our observations. 

VIII. Luke 7:9;  
A. Jesus marveled at the faith of this Roman centurion.  The 

word marveled means to be amazed or to be astonished, 
or to be struck with admiration.   
1. Jesus is only said to have marveled twice in all of the 

Scriptures.  Once here in our text at the faith and belief 
of a Gentile Roman officer. 

2. And the other time that Jesus marveled was at the 
unbelief of the people from His own hometown of 
Nazareth.   
a. In Mark 6:6 we read, “And He [referring to Jesus] 

marveled because of their unbelief…” (Mk. 6:6a) 
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3. Both times Jesus is said to have marveled involved 
faith and belief.  He marveled at the faith of the Roman 
centurion and he marveled at the lack of faith of the 
people of Nazareth. 

4. What about us?  What would Jesus’ response be to 
our faith?  Would we cause Him to marvel, to be 
astonished or amazed and would it be for a good 
reason like that of the centurion, or would it be 
because of our lack of faith.   

B. This centurion had faith in Jesus to do what was 
humanly impossible.  And he knew that all it would take 
was for Jesus to say the word and it would be so.   
1. What a great example of faith in the Lord.  One we 

should look to follow after in our own lives. 
C. Let’s wrap this up by noting one last thing in verse 10. 

IX. Luke 7:10;  
A. Jesus healed the centurion’s servant.  He was made well, 

or your translation may read in good health, or 
completely healed.   
1. In Matthew’s account we are told that the message to 

the centurion was, “’as you have believed, so let it be 
done for you.’  And his servant was healed that same 
hour”; instantly is the idea. 

2. Jesus responded to this man’s great faith and gave 
him the desire of his heart. 
a. Psalm 37:4 reads, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, 

and He shall give you the desires of your heart.” 
b. As the centurion delighted himself in the Lord and 

placed his complete faith and trust in the authority 
and power of God to heal, that is exactly what 
happened.  God showed up and healed his servant, 
delivering him from his paralyzing illness and 
returning him to his complete full health once again. 
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3. I believe the same will happen to us as well.  I trust the 
promise of God’s Word.  That if we would delight 
ourselves in the Lord, He shall give us the desires of 
our heart.   
a. This isn’t some “blab it and grab it” sort of thing or a 

“name it and claim it” type of thing.   
b. Listen, when our delight is in the Lord, when we find 

great joy and pleasure in God, we will find that the 
desires of our hearts will be ours.   

c. Not because we want selfish things, no, that isn’t 
what this verse is saying whatsoever.  Our delight is 
in the Lord.  Our hearts desire is for the Lord.  And 
God promises us that if we draw near to Him, He will 
draw near to us.  (James 4:8a) 

d. God wants to bless us, He wants to spend time with 
us, He wants to meet with us and commune with us.  
So when we delight ourselves in the Lord, we are 
making him our delight.  And He will always satisfy.  
He is always ready and willing to meet with us and 
spend time with us. 

B. And for us as a church, we’re going to set aside these 
last few minutes of our service to do just that.  To meet 
with the Lord, to commune with Him, and to remember all 
that He has done to make our relationship with Him a 
reality.   
1. The worship team and ushers are going to come up.  

But before they begin to pass out the elements, I do 
want to remind you all of something very important. 

2. Communion is a very special time to meet with the 
Lord, to remember His sacrifice for us, and His 
promise to return for us one day.   

3. It is something that is for believers.  So, if you are here 
this morning and you aren’t a believer in the Lord, I 
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would implore you to surrender your life to the Lord this 
morning, right here, right now.  Ask the Lord to forgive 
you of your sins, to meet with you, to wash you clean.  
Confess your belief in Jesus and His substitutionary 
death upon the cross.  And commit today to growing in 
your relationship with the Lord.   

4. If you’re here this morning and you want to make that 
decision, I’d like to pray for you at this moment.  If 
that’s you, I’m going to ask you to raise your hand up 
high so that I might see it, that I might pray with you in 
surrendering your life to the Lord.  Are there any here 
that want to do that this morning?  Don’t worry about 
what others around you may say or think, this isn’t 
about them.  It’s about you getting right with the Lord.   

5. Pray for any that may raise their hand. 
6. If you’re here and you’re simply just not ready to make 

that sort of decision, I hope you will reconsider for you 
never know when you will have another chance to get 
right with the Lord. But as for communion, I’d ask that if 
you are not a believer this morning, that you would 
simply pass when it comes to partaking of the bread 
and cup.  

7. Partaking in communion is one way we identify 
ourselves with the Lord Jesus.  And if you aren’t a 
believer, you run the risk of partaking of the bread and 
cup in an unworthy manner and bringing judgment 
upon yourself, so simply pass for now.  Though, I 
would wish that you would simply give your life to the 
Lord and partake together with us, I’d rather not set 
you up for judgment unknowingly.   

8. For the rest of us who are believers, we’re going to 
distribute the elements, and I want to encourage you 
all to partake as the Lord leads you.  Nick and the 
worship team are going to lead us in a time of worship.  
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You spend time with the Lord, in prayer, allowing Him 
to search your heart, and take the time to remember 
what He has done for you. 

C. As way of reminder, I’m going to read what Paul wrote to 
the church in Corinth regarding the establishment of the 
Lord’s Supper.   
1. He wrote in 1 Corinthians 11 the following, “For I 

received from the Lord that which I also delivered to 
you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He 
was betrayed took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My 
body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance 
of Me.’  In the same manner He also took the cup after 
supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in MY 
blood.  This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.’  For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 
till He comes.” (1 Co. 11:23-26) 

2. Let’s spend the next few minutes communing with the 
Lord; praying to Him and waiting upon Him, 
worshipping Him and glorifying Him.  And as the Lord 
leads you, go ahead and partake on your own.   

3. At the conclusion of our time, Nick will direct you to 
partake if you haven’t yet and then will conclude our 
service with one last worship song.   


