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Luke 8:16-21 – “God’s Word & Our Actions”, Nov. 07, 2021 
I. Welcome 

A. Good morning!  Ohayo gozaimasu!  It’s so good to be 
here with you all as we gather to worship the Lord and 
enjoy sweet communion with Him.   
1. Welcome any new people and those who may be 

streaming content.  
B. Before we continue any further, let’s go ahead and 

dismiss our elementary aged children to their Sunday 
School class.  

C. This morning we’re going to be picking up where we left 
off last week in our study of the gospel of Luke.  So, if 
you have your Bibles with you this morning go ahead and 
open up to Luke chapter 8. 
1. If you don’t have a Bible, please feel free to reach 

down and borrow one of the Bibles we have 
underneath some of the chairs around you. 

D. We also will be taking some time towards the end of our 
service to participate in coming to the Lord’s Table 
through communion. 
1. For us as a church, we like to set aside the first 

Sunday of each month to remember and celebrate the 
victory that Jesus Christ obtained for us through the 
cross.   

2. Paul said that as often as we eat the bread and drink 
the cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.  
Paul didn’t say how often we should do it, just that it 
should be often, or regular at least.   

3. For us, we have decided that the first Sunday of the 
month is just as good as any other.  Really, we ought 
to remember his death and sacrifice for us each and 
every day.  For without it we would still be in bondage 
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and hopelessly lost in our sin without any hope of 
forgiveness or a right standing with the Lord.   

4. So, we will set aside a few minutes at the close of our 
service to remember Jesus’ broken body, His shed 
blood, and the victory He won for us over sin and 
death.   

E. Is everyone there in the gospel of Luke chapter 8?  Our 
text this morning is going to be a short one.  It should 
leave us plenty of time for communion afterwards.   
1. We’re going to be looking at verses 16-21 in a 

message I’ve entitled, “God’s Word & Our Actions”.  
Last week it was “God’s Word & Our Hearts”, this week 
it is “God’s Word & Our Actions”.  Today’s study really 
is a continuation of last week’s study.   

2. It builds off of what we covered last week, so we will do 
a quick review just to get our bearings set.   

3. But before we do that, let’s go ahead and rise to our 
feet in honor of God and His Word and then we’ll read 
through this week’s text and ask God’s continued 
blessings upon our time together.  Luke writes the 
following in chapter 8 verse 16… (R & P)   

II. Review and Outline 
A. Last week when we began our study of Luke chapter 8 

we took a look at Jesus’ Parable of the Sower, or better 
yet Jesus’ Parable of the Soils.   
1. Jesus was speaking to the multitudes that had 

gathered around him and addressed them through the 
use of parables.   

2. You may recall how the word parable literally means to 
cast alongside.  Jesus takes an earthly story or 
everyday situation and uses it to describe a spiritual 
truth.  Parables can easily be described as an earthy 
story that conveys a heavenly or spiritual truth.   



 

3 

 

3. Now the understanding of the earthly story is plain to 
see for everyone, but only those who take the time to 
seek out the spiritual truth behind the story will 
ultimately benefit from the parable.   

4. After Jesus had told an earthly story about a sower 
sowing seed in his fields and how it landed on different 
types of soils and thus led to different kinds of results, 
the disciples came to Jesus and asked Him what the 
spiritual meaning of the parable was. 

5. Jesus obliged their request and explained the spiritual 
truth of the parable.  The seed that was scattered was 
the word of God, while the soil represented different 
conditions of our hearts. 
a. Jesus basically described people that had hard 

hearts, shallow hearts, crowded hearts, and fruitful 
hearts. 

b. The obvious application was that we should all 
desire to have fruitful hearts.  Hearts that are able to 
take in the Word of God and allow it to produce in us 
spiritual fruit.  And the fruit of the Spirit is love. 

c. And so the main application for us last week was to 
take the word of God into our hearts, to receive 
God’s Word, and allow it to produce the wonderful 
fruit of God’s love in our own lives.   

B. Well, today’s text picks up with yet another parable.  And 
as we go through our text, we will look to understand the 
earthly story as well as the heavenly truth Jesus is trying 
to get across through the parable. 
1. As we go through the parable, I do believe that it is 

going to build off of some of the same principles we 
looked at last week.  The idea of hearing God’s word 
and keeping it in our hearts. 
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2. For those of you who like to take notes or outline our 
text, we’re going to break up our text into two small 
sections. 

3. Section 1 will cover verses 16-18 and will deal with 
hearing God’s word and sharing it.   

4. While section 2 will cover verses 19-21 and deal with 
hearing God’s word and doing it  

C. Let’s jump into our first section by taking a look at verses 
16 & 17. 

III. Luke 8:16-18; 
A. Vs. 16-17 

1. This parable begins with a very simple two-fold 
statement. 
a. “No one, when he has lit a lamp, covers it with a 

vessel or puts it under a bed…”.   
i. Doing so would defeat the purpose of lighting the 

lamp in the first place.   A lamp is used to 
illuminate an area or thing.  Its purpose is to shine 
and give forth light.  Hiding it would make 
absolutely no sense whatsoever.   

b. The statement continues, “but sets it on a 
lampstand, that those who enter may see the light.” 
i. A lamp is to be placed on a lampstand that it may 

bring light to all who enter the room.  A lamp is to 
be lifted up high so that it can penetrate the 
darkest corners and areas within a room, bringing 
light to as much area as possible for those that 
enter.   

2. Then Jesus asserts that there is nothing secret that will 
not be revealed, nor anything hidden that will not be 
known and come to light. 
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a. The idea being presented here is that when the light 
is lifted up, nothing will be hidden, everything will be 
revealed.  Everything will be exposed to the light, 
and all will be made bare for all to see. 

b. We understand the earthly side of these statements.  
Light is meant to illuminate, to be put high up on a 
lampstand so that it may shine forth and reveal 
everything that was hidden in the dark.  That nothing 
can remain in the dark when the light has shined 
upon it.  Simple enough.   

3. But what is the heavenly truth, the spiritual truth behind 
this parable that Jesus is sharing here? 
a. In order to understand the spiritual truth behind this 

parable we need to figure out what the lamp 
represents.   

b. Now, unfortunately, unlike last week’s parable, 
Jesus doesn’t take the time to break this one down 
for the disciples, so we are left to try and figure it out 
ourselves. 

4. There are a couple of possibilities here when it comes 
to the symbolic meaning of the lamp.  So lets consider 
them. 
a. When I think of a lamp, or a light, I think of Jesus 

Christ who said, “I am the light of the world.  He who 
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the 
light of life.” (Jn. 8:12) 
i. God did not bring His Son into this world so that 

He would be hidden, but so that He would be high 
and lifted up.  So that His light would shine upon 
the darkness. 

ii. In speaking about how the Father sent Him, Jesus 
declared, “And this is the condemnation, that the 
light has come into the world, and men loved 
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darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.  For everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed.  But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been done in God.” (Jn. 
3:19-21) 

iii. Jesus would be lifted up, not upon a lampstand, 
but upon a wooden cross.  And when Jesus was 
crucified the wickedness of men’s hearts was on 
full display their hearts were revealed.  But the 
crucifixion also showed us the love of the Father, 
it revealed God’s heart to us and His great love for 
us. 

iv. God demonstrated His own “love toward us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
(Rom. 5:8) 

v. So, we see that the lamp could very well be 
referring to Jesus Christ Himself.  How He is the 
light of the world and how He will be lifted up and 
hearts will be revealed.   

b. Another possibility of the identity of the lamp refers 
to those who would follow Jesus and have the light 
of life, as Jesus referred to back in John 8:12. 
i. That points to the disciples and that point to you 

and me.  Followers of Jesus Christ. 
ii. Jesus told those following Him, “You are the light 

of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be 
hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under 
a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to 
all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven.”  (Mt. 5:14-16) 
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iii. So, the idea here would be that we are the lamp.  
God has given us light; He has given us the light 
in Jesus Christ, He’s given us the truth about who 
Jesus is and we are to shine that forth. 

iv. Perhaps it is even a combination of these two 
ideas.  It could very well be that Jesus is the lamp, 
and we His followers are the lampstand. 

v. The lampstand is likened to a candlestick, or 
candelabrum, something that holds a light or 
candle; it is a light bearer. 

vi. Perhaps the imagery is to picture how Jesus is 
placed in us and we shine His light all around to 
the world around us.   

c. Still yet another possibility is that the lamp speaks in 
general about the spiritual truths being explained in 
the parables.  That it represents truth, not just any 
truth, but the truth that comes from the Word of God.   
i. And just like the lamp that needs to be lifted up 

and put on display, so too the Word of God, the 
truth, is meant to be shared and proclaimed to all.  
It is meant to expose and reveal things that are 
secret, things that are hidden.   

ii. The Psalmist writes, “Your word is a lamp to my 
feet and a light to my path.” (Ps. 119:105) 

d. Even in this interpretation though, it seems to come 
right back to Jesus.  For Jesus is the Word become 
flesh according to John 1:14. 

e. And Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life 
according to John 14:6. 

f. Either way you look at it, it always comes back to 
Jesus and the responsibility we have to share the 
truth regarding Him with those around us.  Which 
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is what the next verse is talking about.  Let’s take a 
look at verse 18. 

B. Vs. 18 
1. Verse 18 speaks about the application of the spiritual 

truth Jesus is sharing in the parable of the lamp. 
a. Jesus says to take heed how you hear.  The words 

“take heed” carry the sense of watching out carefully 
for something, to beware of something, or to pay 
close attention to something.   

b. The something here pertains to how we hear.   
c. Interestingly enough, in Mark’s parallel account 

Jesus is recorded as saying, “Take heed what you 
hear.” (Mk. 4:24a) 

d. We need to watch out, to be careful, to pay 
attention to not only what we hear but how we hear 
it. 
i. What do we allow our ears to take in?  What are 

you listening to on a regular basis?  Paul writes in 
Philippians, “whatever things are true, whatever 
things are noble, whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, whatever things are 
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there 
is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” (Phil. 
4:8) 

ii. Is what we are listening to and taking in on a 
regular basis things that are true, noble, just, pure, 
lovely, of good report and virtuous?  Are they 
things that are praiseworthy? 

iii. Or, are we taking in a bunch of garbage?  We 
need to be careful about what we allow our ears 
to hear, what we take in on a regular basis. 
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iv. But not only that we need to be careful about not 
just what we hear, but how we hear.  How do we 
receive things? 

v. Are we listening intently, with a desire to learn, a 
desire to understand and a desire to apply those 
things we take in to our lives, or do we simply 
come and allow spiritual truths to fall upon deaf, 
disinterested ears, ears that would rather be 
listening to something, or someone else? 

vi. We need to be careful.  We need to watch out, 
and pay close attention to the what and how we 
hear. 

2. Jesus says, “For whoever has, to him more will be 
given; and whoever does not have, even what he 
seems to have [or your translation may read what he 
thinks he has”] will be taken from him.” 
a. Jesus gives us a warning hear because its not just 

about hearing; its about putting into action as well.  
We are supposed to do something with that which 
we’ve heard.   

b. We are to share it.  Just like the light that is shared 
for all to see, we too are to share that which we have 
heard.  We have the wonderful gospel message of 
Christ.  We have the good news for lost souls and 
we need to share it with the world around us. 

c. Jesus says those that are faithful to take heed how 
they hear will be those who have and He says that 
those who have will be given more.   
i. When we are faithful to come and receive truth 

from Jesus and then go out and disseminate that 
truth to the world round us, Jesus will continue to 
reveal more and more truth to us.  He will see you 
as a funnel, a dispenser of His truth and He will 
continue to give you more. 
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ii. However, if we come week after week and take in 
and take in the word, without ever sharing it with 
others, that which you think you have will be taken 
away from you. 

iii. There needs to be a proper balance; of taking in 
and distributing out.   

iv. You know what happens when all you do is take 
in, week after week after week, without ever 
sharing?  You get spiritually bloated and 
unhealthy. 

v. You get stuffed.  You get stuffed with the Word 
and then all of a sudden your appetite for the 
Word begins to wane.   

vi. You no longer hunger for the Word like you once 
did.  You don’t take time to get into the Word 
anymore.  You don’t have time for devotions, for 
ministry, for sharing your faith.  You find it more 
and more difficult to take in because you’re just 
stuffed to the gills and there isn’t any outlet.   

vii. Sooner or later, even that which you thought 
you had, the spiritual truth you thought you had, 
begins to be lost.  Your walk with the Lord is 
hindered and your walk becomes unhealthy, out 
of balance. 

d. We need to heed Jesus’ warning here and make 
sure that we are careful about what we hear and 
how we hear it.  That we are faithful to take in the 
Word, the truth of the gospel, with an open heart, 
with an excitement to hear from Him and an 
enthusiasm to share His Word and His truth with the 
world around us.   

C. Well, let’s take a look at our second major section.  I said 
there would be two today.  We looked at hearing God’s 
Word and the need to share it.  Next we will look at 
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hearing God’s word and the need to do it.  Read verses 
19-21 with me. 

IV. Luke 8:19-21;  
A. Remember that Jesus is addressing a large multitude of 

people at this time.  Thousands of people are flocking to 
Him in order to hear Him teach, or to be healed by Him, 
or to at least be part of something miraculous. 
1. And here we read that Jesus’ Mother, Mary, along with 

his brothers have come out to the crowd and are 
wanting to speak to Jesus.   

2. Now, we aren’t told specifically what they want.  
Matthew’s parallel account simply states that they 
wanted to speak to Him.  But I do wonder if that is all 
that they wanted. (Mt. 12:46) 

3. For we read in Mark’s gospel of how his family had 
come to him earlier when the multitudes had once 
again gathered around Jesus. 
a. Mark tells us that one of the times the multitudes 

came together around Jesus that Jesus and his 
disciples were so busy ministering to the needs of 
the people that they didn’t even have time to eat 
bread.   

b. And that his own people, his family, when they heard 
about this they went out to the multitude wanting to 
lay hold of Him and remove Him from the crowd 
because they believed He had gone crazy, that He 
was “out of His mind.”, as Mark records.  (Mk. 3:21) 

4. It could be that His family has once again come out to 
Him in order to lay hold of Him and remove Him from 
the crowd because they thought He had lost His mind. 
a. We know that His brothers didn’t believe in Him as 

the Messiah.  John tells us so in his gospel account 
in John 7:5. 
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b. And while Mary knew that her son was a special gift 
from the Lord, perhaps the brothers came to her and 
convinced her that she needed to do something 
about the situation, that things were getting out of 
hand and that she should do something about it. 

5. Again, we can’t say with certainty why they came or 
what they wanted.  All we know for certain is that 
because of the multitude they could not get to Jesus 
and so they started calling for Him and the multitude 
spread word to Jesus that His mother and brothers 
were outside wanting to see Him. 

B. And that is when Jesus responded in a peculiar way.  He 
said, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear the 
word of God and do it.” 
1. The multitude thought of Jesus’ family being limited to 

his blood relatives, but Jesus was wanting to make a 
point here about a far greater truth regarding the extent 
of His family. 

2. You see, being a part of Jesus’ family isn’t about a 
physical birth, but a spiritual one. 
a. In John chapter 3, we read of Jesus speaking to a 

man named Nicodemus; a Pharisee that realized the 
truth about Jesus, how He had to be from God, and 
came out to Jesus under the cover of night to talk to 
Him. 

b. Jesus told Nicodemus, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God.” (Jn. 3:5) 

c. The spiritual birth Jesus spoke about is how we 
enter into the kingdom of God, but not only that, it is 
also how we enter into the family of God.   

d. Paul writes in Romans 8, “For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of god, these are sons of God.  For you did 
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not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but 
you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry 
out, ‘Abba, Father’.  The Spirit Himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God.”  (Rom. 
8:14-16) 

e. 1 John 3:1 declares, “Behold what manner of love 
the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 
called children of God!” 

3. And so, Jesus was wanting to let those around Him 
know that His family was not limited to just His blood 
relatives, but it was all who hear the word of God and 
do it.   
a. We need to be doers of God’s word and not just 

hearers.   
i. The Parable of the Soils teaches us we need to 

keep God’s Word in our heart. 
ii. The Parable of the Lamp teaches us we need to 

share God’s Word with those around us. 
iii. And here Jesus teaches us we need to be doers 

of God’s word as well, not just hearers only.   
4. Hearing God’s word alone is not enough.  Coming to 

church and listening to a sermon week after week is 
not enough.  We need to take God’s word and apply it 
to our lives and put it into practice. 

5. Knowledge is not enough.  You can know a whole lot 
about God and His Word and still be missing the mark.  
The religious leaders of Jesus’ day had all sorts of 
knowledge but they weren’t part of the family of God. 

6. Following isn’t enough.  The crowds followed Jesus 
while it suited them and benefitted them.  As long as 
following led to good things and didn’t interfere with 
their schedule it was good to go.  But as soon as 
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things got hard, or as soon as they stopped getting 
what they wanted out of it, they stopped following.   
a. People do that with the Lord still today.  They follow 

Jesus while it suits them, while it is convenient, while 
they are getting something out of it, but there is no 
surrender to Jesus, there is no obedience to His 
Word.   

7. We need to not only hear the Word, and know the 
Word, and follow the Word become flesh Jesus Christ, 
but in addition, we must be completed yielded to His 
Word.  We must be obedient to put His word into 
action, to do His Word and not just hear His word. 

8. Well, I don’t know if the people in the crowds 
understood exactly what Jesus was saying, but I do 
think that his words rang true in someone else’s ears 
that ended up making a lasting impact and I believe 
that was one of Jesus’ brothers. 
a. For we know that Jesus’ half-brother would 

eventually turn from his unbelief and he would 
become a great leader within the 1st century church, 
and it was his half-brother James that wrote the 
following: 

b. Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of 
wickedness, and receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing 
his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, 
goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of 
man he was.  But he who looks into the perfect law 
of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful 
hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be 
blessed in what he does.” (James. 1:21-25) 
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c. Sounds like James, Jesus’ half-brother that was part 
of the group that came out to speak to him, 
eventually got it.  He understood what Jesus was 
saying when He said, “My mother and My brothers 
are these who hear the word of God and do it.” 

d. According to James if we are only hearers of God’s 
word and are not doers of God’s word all we are 
doing is deceiving ourselves.  We’re making 
ourselves feel good about ourselves for coming to 
church and listening to a bible study all the while not 
being obedient to what God’s word actually says.   
i. If we don’t ever allow God’s word to penetrate our 

hearts and actually change our lives, it’s pointless.  
All we are doing is deceiving ourselves.   

ii. If we come into the church week after week, look 
into God’s word and see what it has to say about 
us and then leave this place without ever letting it 
change us, we are like that man that looks into a 
mirror, sees what he looks like and then 
immediately forgets what He saw in the mirror.   

iii. Don’t let this be a description of who you are.   
e. May we be those who come and not only hear the 

word of God but actually put it into practice.  May we 
be hearers and doers of the Word.   

V. Conclusion / Communion;  
A. Well, we’re going to stop there this morning so that we 

have plenty of time to partake in communion together.   
B. At this time I’d like to invite the ushers to prepare to 

distribute the communion elements and for the worship 
team to come back up and prepare to lead us in a time of 
worship while we commune with the Lord. 
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C. Communion as I mentioned at the start of our time 
together is something we do as a church family once a 
month usually.   
1. Communion is a great time to just sit and allow the 

Lord to speak to you and minister to you.  We do it at 
the end of service so that we can take what we just 
read about and allow the Lord to search our hearts and 
perhaps reveal areas in our lives where God would 
want to work. 

2. And this week the emphasis was upon “God’s Word & 
Our Actions”.  We want to be a people that not only 
hears God’s word and receives it like the fruitful soil 
from last week, but we also want to hear God’s Word 
and share it with those around us and we want to hear 
God’s Word and actually do it; apply it to our lives and 
allow it to lead to a changed life. 

3. And so, as you take the next few minutes to commune 
with the Lord I want to encourage and exhort you to 
consider the Word of God; what we hear and how we 
hear it.   
a. Are we taking in God’s Word on a regular basis?  

Are we sharing God’s Word with those around us?  
Are we applying God’s Word to our lives and 
allowing it to change us?  Are we doers of the Word, 
or merely just hearers? 

4. As you take the time to consider these things I want to 
encourage you and remind you that Communion is 
also a time where we look back upon the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ upon the cross of Calvary. 
a. We’re going to partake of the bread, a picture of His 

broken body for us.  We’re going to partake of the 
cup, a picture of His shed blood upon the cross of 
Calvary.  And as we partake we are proclaiming the 
Lord’s death until He comes for us. 
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5. Communion can also be a great time for repentance.  
For simply searching our hearts and confessing to the 
Lord any areas of our lives where we have fallen short, 
where we haven’t been living according to God’s Word.  
Take these next few minutes to confess those things to 
the Lord in your own private time of prayer. 

6. The ushers are going to distribute the communion 
elements and the worship team is going to lead us in a 
time of song as well.  Hold on to your portion when you 
receive it and I will come back up and lead us in 
partaking together as a church family.   

7. If after you’ve spent some time in prayer and seeking 
the Lord you want to join in with the worship team in 
singing to the Lord feel free to do so. 

8. I’ll come back up at the close of the song and lead us 
in partaking of the elements.  Let’s go to the Lord in 
prayer and commune with Him. 

D. In his letter to the church in Corinth, Paul laid out the 
practice of coming to the Lord’s table in communion.  He 
wrote the following: 
1. “For I received from the Lord that which I also 

delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night 
in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this 
is My body which is broken for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.”  (1 Co. 11:23-24) 
a. Let’s partake of the bread. 

2. In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.”  (1 
Co. 11:25-26) 
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a. Let’s partake of the cup. 
3. Let’s pray.   


