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Luke 9:37-45 – “Valley Lows”, Feb. 06, 2022 
I. Welcome 

A. Good morning, Ohayo gozaimasu!  Welcome to Calvary 
Chapel Iwakuni.  It’s great to be here with you all.   
1. Welcome any new people and those who may be 

streaming content.   
B. Let’s go ahead and dismiss our elementary aged children 

to their Sunday School class at this time.   
C. Before we get into our study this morning, I want to take 

just a few minutes to explain a few things and to invite 
you all to pray with me for Pastor Nick. 
1. As most of you are aware, Pastor Nick came back to 

us here in Iwakuni at the beginning of last year, 
January of 2021.  Nick had been stationed here 
previously as an active duty Marine from 2013 to 2015.   
a. During that time the Lord placed it upon both my 

heart and Nick’s that should the Lord provide an 
opportunity for him to return that it would be 
something we would both be very interested in.   

b. And by the grace of God and His providence that 
opportunity did present itself.  After a few years back 
in the States, the door opened for Nick to come back 
to us.   

2. What maybe less of you are aware of, is that during 
that time in the States, the Lord brought a very special 
person into the life of Pastor Nick, someone that he 
met upon the mission field while serving the Lord in the 
Philippines on a couple different short term missions 
trips.   
a. Nick met a godly, beautiful Filipino women 

named Je.  After some time, the Lord pressed it 
upon his heart to ask for Je’s hand in marriage and 
she agreed.  That was back in October of 2019.   
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3. The plan was for Je to get a fiancé visa, enter the US, 
get married, and then for the both of them to come to 
Japan and partner together with us and the ministry 
here at Calvary Chapel Iwakuni. 
a. Then Covid hit.  And along with Covid came all sorts 

of restrictions, bans, closed borders, and halts on 
pretty much all international travel and paperwork; to 
include Je’s visa for entering into the US.   

b. There was however a limited window still available 
for both Nick and Je to come to Japan as 
missionaries and for them to get married here in 
Japan instead of in the US.  So, we pursued that 
option.     

c. Both Nick and Je were approved and given 
certificates of eligibility for religious activities visas 
here in Japan.  That was in November of 2020.  We 
filed all the required paperwork with the appropriate 
agencies and powers that be and were set to 
receive them here. 

d. Nick received his visa in a matter of just a few weeks 
from then, but things in the Philippines were a little 
bit slower.   

e. Then Japan decided to close their borders and 
informed those that had visas that they needed to 
enter the country by January 4th or else they would 
not be permitted into the country.  Nick used his visa 
to enter the country.   

f. However, Je’s paperwork was delayed and because 
of the delay the Japanese consulate in the 
Philippines said that they were not going to process 
her visa because by the time they finished it, she 
wouldn’t be able to make it into the country by the 
January 4th deadline.   
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g. And so, Nick and Je have been “patiently” waiting, to 
the best of their ability, for Japan to open their 
borders back up so that she can come to Japan and 
the two of them could get married.   

h. It’s been over a year now.  But, just this last month, 
something changed, Je was contacted and informed 
that the US was once again beginning to process 
US visas and her fiancé visa that they applied for 
some two years ago was now able to be processed.   

i. After some discussion and prayer, the decision was 
made for Nick to take the opportunity and return to 
the States so that he and Je can finally tie the knot 
and begin their lives as husband and wife.   

4. The plan is for Nick and Je to return to Japan as soon 
as possible together.  But, there are a few things that 
need to take place prior to that happening.   
a. They need to file some legal paperwork that would 

permit Je to leave the country while her green card 
is processed.  This can take up to 2-3 months is 
what we’ve been told.   

b. And the other thing that needs to happen is for 
Japan to actually open up their borders.  Under the 
current restrictions, Nick can come back into Japan 
because he is a resident, but Je would not be 
permitted.   

5. Obviously they want to return to Japan together if at all 
possible.  And so, I’d like to ask for you all to be in 
prayer for Nick and Je.   
a. Pray for their safe travels to the US, for their 

wedding preparation, for their legal paperwork to be 
approved and returned quickly and for the borders to 
open up and allow them to come back together.   
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b. We’re hoping this will only take a few months, but 
there are no guarantees.  So, we operate by faith 
and trust in the Lord to bring them both back here in 
God’s perfect timing.   

6. Nick, can I have you come up here so that I may lay 
hands on you and we can pray for you and this exciting 
time for you?  Let’s pray! 

D. Exciting times.  By the way, you can also remember 
Farah, Titus, and me in your prayers as well.   
1. Nick has asked if I would come to the States and 

officiate the wedding, and Titus is going to serve as 
ring bearer.  We’re very excited for Nick and Je and 
the opportunity to be part of their joyous celebration. 

2. We will be here next weekend, but will be taking off 
soon after service.  We’ll be in the States for a week 
and then return.  But with the current quarantine 
measures in place we will end up having to stay an 
extra week in Tokyo. 

3. While we’re away, we have a great line up of speakers 
that will be coming to bring forth the Word.  I want to 
encourage you all to come and hear what the Lord has 
to say through them.   

E. And with that, let’s turn our attention to the Word of God 
and what He has in store for us this morning.   
1. If you have your Bible with you this morning will you 

please upon it up to Luke chapter 9?  If you don’t have 
a Bible with you this morning, feel free to reach down 
and borrow one of the Bibles under some of the chairs 
around you.   

2. Today, we’re going to continue our march through the 
gospel of Luke and chapter 9.  Last week in our study, 
“Mountain Highs” we looked at a very prominent event 
in the life of Christ; the Transfiguration.   
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3. As we took a look at some of the details from Jesus’ 
time upon on the Mount of Transfiguration we noted 
some of God’s desires for us: 
a. How God desires for us to spend quality time with 

Him, and how God desires to do a work of 
transformation in our own lives, to use us to minister 
to others, and to move forward in our lives creating 
new seasons and new moments.   

b. We noted as well how God reveals Himself to us 
through His Word.   

c. And probably most important of all, we noted how 
God desires for us to put our focus and our attention 
upon Jesus Christ.  He is what is most important in 
our lives, He needs to take center stage.   

4. This morning we’ll continue in Luke’s account noting 
what happened when Jesus and his three disciples 
came down the mountain and joined together with the 
other nine disciples that were waiting for them in the 
valley. 

5. The title of our message this morning is “Valley Lows” 
and our text is going to be Luke chapter 9 verses 37-
45.  We’re going to keep it short so that we have 
enough time for communion at the end of service, 
seeing as it is the first Sunday of the month and the 
normal time we set aside to observe and participate in 
the Lord’s Supper.   

6. Will you all rise to your feet in honor of the Lord and 
His Word as I read through our text in it’s entirety?  I’ll 
be reading from my Bible, do your best to follow along 
in your own Bible.  Luke writes the following in chapter 
9 verses 37… (R & P) 

II. Luke 9:36b; 
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A. Last week, we only covered the first part of verse 36 and 
I told you that we would look at the rest of it the next time 
we came together.  So, I want to remind you of what we 
read last week. 
1. Looking back at verse 36 we see that it reads, “When 

the voice had ceased, Jesus was found alone.”  And 
that is where we stopped last week, emphasizing the 
importance of the Father putting all the focus upon His 
Son alone.   

2. But the verse continues and states, “But they kept 
quiet, and told no one in those days any of the things 
they had seen.” 

B. I want to quickly explain this before we continue on with 
our text from this morning.   
1. It’s interesting that Luke tells us that after experiencing 

this incredible mountaintop experience with the Lord, 
and Elijah, and Moses, that the disciples kept quiet 
about it and didn’t tell anyone about it in those days. 

2. If I was up on the mountain that night and saw what 
the disciples saw, I would want to share it with as 
many people as possible.   
a. What an amazing thing to be witness of; the 

Transfiguration of Christ, the glory of God radiating 
from within the Lord, bursting out as this incredible 
bright and blinding light.   

b. And then to see Elijah and Moses there speaking to 
Him, and to top it all off, to hear the very voice of the 
Father call out from within the cloud.  I mean it was 
an amazing experience, a mountaintop experience 
like no other.   

3. It begs the question, “Why is it they said nothing about 
it?”  Well, we learn from the other gospel accounts the 
answer to that very question.  We’re told in both 
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Matthew’s and Mark’s account that while they started 
to make their way down the mountain after that 
amazing experience, that Jesus commanded them to 
tell no one. 
a. Mark 9:9 reads “Now as they came down from the 

mountain, He commanded them that they should tell 
no one the things they had seen, till the Son of Man 
had risen from the dead.”   

b. Matthew’s gospel reads similarly stating, “Now as 
they came down from the mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one 
until the Son of Man is risen from the dead.” (Mt. 
17:9) 

4. So, the reason they kept quiet about these things was 
not because they weren’t excited about sharing it, but 
because Jesus had commanded them not to say 
anything.  He had put a gag order on them.   
a. Jesus knew His time was coming, He had a mission 

before Him and the news of this event spreading 
would only get in the way and continue to stir false 
hopes of what the rest of the people thought of when 
it came to the mission He was on as the Christ, as 
the Messiah.  And so, He told them not to tell 
anyone. 

b. But I want you to understand something very 
important.  The gag order Jesus put them on had a 
termination clause.  They weren’t to say anything, to 
anyone, until, the Son of Man had risen from the 
dead.   

c. Once Jesus rose from the dead, they would be able 
to tell people all about what happened.  And that is 
exactly what they did. 
i. Peter is recorded in 2 Peter chapter 1 describing 

this event, when he writes, “We heard this voice 
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which came from heaven when we were with Him 
on the holy mountain.” (2 Pt. 1:18) 

ii. And John wrote about it when he wrote in his own 
gospel about how he beheld “the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father” in John chapter 1.  
(Jn. 1:14) 

5. As I consider this gag order that was given to the 
disciples it makes me think of the irony of it all for us 
today. 
a. How strange it is that these guys were probably so 

excited to share about what God had done in their 
life but were forbidden from doing so and how we 
are free to tell others of what God has done in our 
life, and yet so many of us are quiet about the Lord 
and our relationship with Him and what we have 
seen Him do.   

b. Listen, the termination clause on the gag-order has 
been fulfilled.  Jesus, the Son of Man, has risen from 
the dead.   

c. We have been given a wonderful privilege to openly 
share about what the Lord has done in our lives.  
Let’s be bold about sharing our faith, about sharing 
all the amazing things God has done in our lives, 
about our relationship with Jesus, how we have 
been set free from sin and have become partakers 
of the amazing grace of God.   

d. Let’s get the word out!  Tell the people all around 
you of the wonderful things He has done for you.   

C. Well, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to finish 
off verse 36, now let’s turn to the opening verse of our 
text this morning.  

III. Luke 9:37; 
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A. Our text opens up with letting us know how on the next 
day, after spending the night up on the mountain with the 
Lord and Moses and Elijah, that Peter, James, and John 
came down the mountain with Jesus and their they met a 
great multitude.   
1. According to the other gospel accounts we know that 

the multitude consisted of not only the other nine 
disciples, but also a group of scribes; teachers of the 
law, and friends of the religious elite in Jesus’ day.   
a. We’re told in Mark’s gospel that the disciples and 

scribes were disputing with one another, arguing 
with each other.  (Mk. 9:14) 

2. Along with the arguing scribes, as we’ll see, was a 
desperate father and a demon possessed son.   

3. While up on the mountaintop Peter, James, and John 
experienced something incredible.  The glory of God’s 
Son was revealed, great prophets of old appeared in 
Moses and Elijah, the voice of God the Father was 
heard and now they come down from there and are 
immediately met with a fight and with the enemy.   

4. You see, what the disciples didn’t realize and 
understand was that the enemy was waiting for them 
there at the bottom of the mountain, there in the valley, 
in the form of an arguing multitude and a demonic 
child. 

B. I see in this a very important lesson for us to learn and 
remember.   
1. When we experience something special, when we 

have those spiritual mountaintop moments, often 
times the enemy will be waiting for you when you 
come down the mountain. 

2. This isn’t something new, this isn’t something that we 
should be shocked by.  We read of it happening over 
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and over again throughout scripture.  Consider the 
very people that Peter, James, and John just saw up 
on the mountain. 

C. Moses had learned this lesson firsthand.  Back in Exodus 
32 we read of what waited for Moses at the bottom of one 
of his mountaintop experiences. 
1. Moses had been on the mountain for 40 days and 40 

nights and the Lord had given to him two tablets of 
stone that the Lord had written His law upon.   
a. While up on the mountain Moses experienced a type 

of intimacy that few have ever experienced.  The 
Lord conversed back and forth with Moses. 

b. The Lord gave to Moses specific instructions for the 
nation of Israel and how they ought to live their life 
and how they were to worship the Lord. 

c. It was an incredible time for Moses.  But down at the 
bottom of the mountain the enemy was at work. 

2. The Lord told Moses in Exodus 34:7-8 “Go, get down! 
For your people whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt have corrupted themselves.  They have turned 
aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them.  
They have made themselves a molded calf, and 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘This is your 
god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of 
Egypt!’” 

3. Moses had to come down from that mountaintop 
experience and had to deal with the foolishness of 
Aaron and the Israelites’ attempt to make for 
themselves a new god that would go before them. 

4. The enemy was at work in the valley, waiting for 
Moses to come down. 

D. Elijah too experienced the attack of the enemy after his 
mountaintop experience. 



 

11 

 

1. In what is one of the biggest showdowns recorded for 
us in scripture, Elijah, in 1 Kings 18, called out the 450 
false prophets of Baal and the 400 false prophets of 
Asherah.   
a. They ascended up Mount Carmel and there Elijah 

openly challenged the prophets of Baal to call down 
fire from heaven to see if their god was real and able 
to answer. 

b. You guys are probably familiar with the account.  
After hours of the false prophets dancing and calling 
out to Baal the “god of thunder”, and cutting 
themselves with knives and lances in attempt to get 
a response, Elijah then prepared his bull upon an 
alter and soaked it with water  

c. And then in a very simple, yet powerful prayer, Elijah 
entreated the Lord “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God 
in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done 
all these things at Your word.  Hear me, O Lord, 
hear me, that this people may know that You are the 
Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts 
back to you again.” (1 Kings 18:36b-37) 

d. God showed up in a big and powerful way 
consuming not only the sacrifice, but the entire altar.  
All was consumed in the fire that came down from 
heaven.  The scriptures say that the fire licked every 
bit of water that had been poured upon the altar and 
the sacrifice. [18:38] 

e. After that Elijah turned and had the false prophets 
seized and they were executed.  It was an incredible 
victory for the Lord and for Elijah that day.   

2. But Elijah would soon find out that the enemy was at 
work at the bottom of the mountain.   
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a. For when he returned from that incredible victory in 
the Lord from the top of Mount Carmel, he was 
delivered a message by Queen Jezebel that she had 
sworn to have him killed the very next day.   

b. The enemy was there waiting for him.   
E. Moses had learned this truth, Elijah had learned this 

truth, and now it was time for Peter, James, and John to 
learn this truth:  the enemy will wait for you to come down 
from your mountaintop experiences and try his best to 
rob you of all that the Lord had done on the mountaintop.   
1. The enemy of our souls wants to do all that he can to 

take away from us the victories and the incredible 
things God has done and continues to do in our lives.   

2. It should come to us as no surprise that after nearly 
every great mountaintop experience with the Lord, the 
enemy will be waiting for us in the valley.   

F. Now to some of us that may sound a bit discomforting.  
That the enemy awaits for us in the valleys.  But don’t let 
it be.  We must remember something that the Syrian 
armies learned firsthand in 1 Kings 20. 
1. Back in 1 Kings 20 a Syrian king by the name of Ben-

Hadad had gathered all his forces together and had a 
coalition of some 32 kings with him and they besieged 
Samaria, which was under the rule of King Ahab, the 
king of Israel. 

2. A prophet of the Lord came to King Ahab and told him 
that the Lord was going to deliver them from the hand 
of Ben-Hadad and his coalition of kings.  And the Lord 
did.  A group of young leaders went up against the king 
and his men who were situated high up in a command 
post and the Syrians had to retreat and regroup. 

3. Now certain servants of the Syrian King came to Ben-
Hadad and explained to him that the reason they had 
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lost was because the Israelites’ gods were the gods of 
the hills and if they would attack the Israelites in the 
plains then they would be victorious. 

4. The next spring, the Syrians with this new battle plan 
to avoid the high hilltops and to attack in the plains 
established themselves and were ready for combat. 

5. At that moment, a man of God approached the king of 
Israel, who along with his men were completely 
surrounded by the masses of Ben-Hadad’s forces, and 
he declared to the king “Thus says the Lord: ‘Because 
the Syrians have said, “The Lord is God of the hills, but 
He is not God of the valleys,” therefore I will deliver all 
this great multitude into your hand, and you shall know 
that I am the Lord.’” (1 Kings 20:28) 

6. On that day the Syrians learned that the God we serve 
is not only the God of the mountaintops, but also the 
God of the valleys.   

G. We need to remember this and not be afraid of the 
enemy that awaits us in the valleys.  Our God is the 
God of the mountains and the God of the valleys.  He 
reigns supreme over all and He will see us through every 
moment. 

H. Let’s get back to our account in Luke chapter 9. 
IV. Luke 9:38-40 

A. We’re told of a father who brought his only son to Jesus, 
wanting Jesus to heal his son from demonic possession.   
1. The father pours out his heart to Jesus, describing the 

pain and agony his son is forced to endure because of 
this demonic spirit that takes control of him.   

2. We can understand the heart of this father, as he sees 
his son tortured over and over again and being 
powerless to do anything about it. 
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3. His hope was in Jesus being able to free his son, but 
when he came to the disciples Jesus was not around 
and so he asked the disciples to cast the demonic 
spirit out, but they were unable to.   

B. What a contrast between the event that took place the 
night before up on the mountaintop and the scenario 
unfolding before us in the valley. 
1. The night before up on the mountain we heard the 

Almighty, Heavenly Father declaring “This is my 
beloved Son.  Hear Him!”.   

2. Here in the valley, we have a powerless, earthly father 
seeking help for his bedeviled son, who can’t even 
speak. 

3. Such a contrast between the mountaintop high 
experience and the low of the valley experience.   

4. And yet, there are important lessons for us to learn 
from each of them.   

5. We want to note how the enemy works in the valley.  
We don’t want to be ignorant of his schemes and his 
devices, his tricks of the trade. 
a. 2 Corinthians speaks about this very thing when 

Paul talked about the possibility of Satan taking 
advantage of us if we are ignorant of his devices.  (2 
Co. 2:11) 

b. And in 1 Peter we are exhorted to be sober and 
vigilant knowing that our adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour.” (1 Pt. 5:8) 

c. Paul urges us to “Put on the whole armor of God, 
that we may be able to stand against the wiles 
[scheming] of the devil.  For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
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this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places.” (Eph. 6:11-12)  

d. The spiritual battle is real and we need to be aware 
of how the enemy works that we may be prepared to 
stand against him.   

6. The first thing I want to note here is how the enemy 
can often work in and through un-met 
expectations.   
a. This father brought his only son to Jesus, but Jesus 

wasn’t there, so he asked the disciples to cast out 
the demon, but they were unable to do so.   

b. This father brought his son to the Lord, that was a 
good thing.  We need to bring our children before 
the Lord.   

c. But the Lord wasn’t there.  And so he looked to the 
Lord’s disciples to help, but they were unable.   

d. He was seemingly at a loss, stripped of his hope.   
e. The enemy loves to come in and work in those types 

of situations. Situations where it seems like the Lord 
isn’t around, where He’s absent, or unavailable to 
tend to our need.  The enemy will begin to whisper 
lies to us, leading us to doubt the Lord, to doubt His 
love for us, to wonder why He wasn’t there for us, 
why God was seemingly absent when we needed 
him most. 

f. When we turn to others for help, followers of the 
Lord, disciples of the Lord, and they can’t seem to 
help either, the enemy continues his lies and tries to 
lead us into despair, into hopelessness.   

g. He wants to bring doubt into our hearts and lead us 
into believing the lie that it was pointless to come to 
the Lord in the first place. 

h. Don’t listen to the lies of the enemy.     
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i. When things don’t work out the way we envisioned 
them, when things don’t come to fruition, when we 
come face to face with un-met expectations, or when 
we feel like God isn’t there for us, we must trust in 
and remember that God is indeed with us.   

j. He sees and He knows exactly what we are going 
through and His ways and His plans for us are for 
our good and for His glory according to Romans 
8:28.   
i. His thoughts are not our thoughts, our ways are 

not His ways.  His ways are higher than our ways 
and His thoughts are far above our own thoughts.  
This is what Isaiah 55:8 & 9 teach us.   

ii. Know and believe that God is for you and that He 
sees you and He knows exactly what He is doing.   

C. I want you to consider as well the work of the enemy in 
the life of not only this father, but also in the disciples 
down in the valley. 
1. These disciples were asked to pray for and cast out 

this spirit from this man’s son, but they were unable to.  
We get the sense that no matter how much they 
prayed for this boy, they were unable to free him from 
this demonic influence. 

2. This is another way the enemy loves to work; through 
unanswered prayers.   
a. The disciples prayed, and nothing happened.  I’m 

sure they prayed several times, each one of them 
taking an opportunity to pray that they may help this 
man and free this son.  But no amount of prayer 
seemed to be working.   

b. We know that previously these disciples were given 
the power to cast out demons.  God had used them 
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to pray for and help others when Jesus sent them 
out two by two.   

c. Earlier in our study of Luke we read of how Jesus 
called His 12 disciples together and gave them 
power and authority over all demons, and to cure 
diseases.  (Lk. 9:1) 

d. They had done it before, why couldn’t they do it 
again?   

3. The enemy loves to work in these sorts of situations, 
where it seems like God is deaf or unresponsive to our 
prayers and our cries to Him. 
a. But this lie from the enemy goes against what the 

Scriptures teach us.  We know He hears our 
prayers, we know He is sovereign and nothing gets 
by Him. 

b. Psalm 139 declares, “O Lord, You have searched 
me and known me.  You know my sitting down and 
my rising up; You understand my thought afar off.  
You comprehend my path and my lying down, And 
are acquainted with all my ways.  For there is not a 
word on my tongue, But behold, O lord, You know it 
altogether.” (Ps. 139:1-4) 

c. You see, before we even speak the words, God 
already knows.  He knows our prayers, He knows 
what we are going through.   

d. Jeremiah 29:11 proclaims, “For I know the thoughts 
that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of 
peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.  Then you will call upon Me and go and pray 
to Me, and I will listen to you.”  (Jer. 29:11-12) 

e. God listens to us.  He hears us.  And He knows what 
He is doing.  He knows His own thoughts towards 
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us, His plans for us are for peace, to give us a future 
and a hope.   

f. Don’t let the enemy lead you into thinking that God 
doesn’t hear your prayers or that He is powerless to 
answer your prayers. 

g. God is sovereign.  And He is at work.  Our prayers 
that we think go unanswered are not because God 
doesn’t hear, or God doesn’t care.   

h. Church family, we need to understand that God 
sometimes answers prayers with a “No”, or with a 
“Not yet”.   

i. And He does so knowing His thoughts and His plans 
and His desires for us.  Seemingly “unanswered” 
prayers are God’s way of realigning our hearts with 
His.  They are ways God gets us to draw close to 
Him, to seek Him more, to commune with Him more.   

j. God loves us and desires to commune with us.  He 
wants to hear from us and He wants to work in and 
through our lives.  And He does so through prayer.   

k. If God seems to not answer your prayers, continue 
to seek Him, continue to draw close to Him.  Wait 
upon Him and allow Him to reveal His plan to you 
day by day, step by step.   

4. Now, it is true, sometimes God doesn’t answer our 
prayers because of other reasons as well.  Sometimes 
we ask amiss, sometimes we ask while in sin, wanting 
God to bless us while living in unconfessed sin, 
sometimes our hearts and our plans aren’t aligned with 
His own.   

5. And in those situations God may seem to not answer 
our prayers, but the truth of the matter is that God has 
answered, He just hasn’t answered the way we want.  
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There are all sorts of reasons why God may not grant 
to us our own desires.   

6. But don’t ever allow yourself to believe that it is 
because He can’t hear your prayers, or He is 
powerless to do anything about your prayers. 

7. Such things are nothing more than lies from the 
enemy, ways he seeks to get us to turn from the Lord, 
to doubt the Lord and His love for us. 

D. Well, let’s continue in our text and hear what Jesus had 
to say in response to this father’s plea and the disciples 
unanswered prayers.  Take a look at verses 41 and 42.   

V. Luke 9:41-42; 
A. Jesus replied to this father seeking help by addressing 

the entire multitude as a faithless and perverse 
generation.   
1. Evidently the problem was two-fold here.   
2. One of the reasons this demon could not be cast out 

was based upon disbelief.  The generation, the whole 
group, lacked faith to believe. 

3. The other reason Jesus alludes to is that the 
generation was perverse. 
a. The word perverse means to turn or twist throughout 

or to distort, or mislead.   
b. This generation had been misled.  They had been 

turned from their simple faith in God, into following 
after rules and regulations of man.   

B. Jesus followed up his accusation with a two-part 
question, “How long shall I be with you?” was the first 
part.  The second part was “How long shall I bear with 
you?” 
1. The idea is plain to see.  Jesus has been around for 

over two years now.  He’s been correcting the errors of 
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the religious leaders, He’s been straightening out their 
twisted beliefs, but His time was almost up. 
a. As we’ll see, His face is headed toward Jerusalem 

and the cross.  His days on earth as a humble 
servant were drawing to an end and they still weren’t 
understanding.  They still weren’t able to display the 
kind of faith needed to cast out this demon.   

2. Jesus was expecting the generation to grow in their 
faith, to mature, to come to a place where He would no 
longer have to bear them up, like a parent carrying a 
child, but that they would be able to stand on their own 
two feet and learn to walk for themselves.   

3. Now, it’s really easy to look at this group and say 
“Yeah guys, get it together.  Jesus has been walking 
amongst you for over two years now.  How come 
you’re still struggling.  This should have been a slam 
dunk for you”. 

4. But let me ask you something.  How long have you 
been walking with Jesus?  How long have you been a 
believer in the Lord?  How many of us still struggle, 
even though we’ve been walking with the Lord for 
more than two years, three years, five years, ten, or 
even longer? 

5. You know, just as Jesus was expecting to see growth 
and maturity in the generation He was walking 
amongst, He expects the same today.   
a. Some of us, though we accepted the Lord into our 

lives several years ago, are still spiritual babes.  We 
haven’t taken the steps to develop and mature our 
relationship with the Lord.   

6. This is something Paul addressed in his letters.   
a. He wrote to the church in Corinth telling them, “And 

I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual 
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people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ.  I fed 
you with milk and not with solid food; for until now 
you were not able to receive it, and even now you 
are still not able; for you are still carnal.” (1 Co. 3:1-
3a) 

b. To the church in Ephesus he wrote how we “should 
no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 
men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 
but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the head—Christ—“ (Eph. 
4:14-15) 

7. The writer of Hebrews gets in on it as well.   
a. Proclaiming, “For though by this time you ought to 

be teachers, you need someone to teach you again 
the first principles of the oracles of God; and you 
have come to need milk and not solid food.  For 
everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in 
the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  But sold 
food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, 
those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil.” (Heb. 5:12-
14) 

8. God expects us to grow, to mature.  That maturing 
process takes place as we exercise our spiritual 
senses, as we operate in faith, as we read and study 
the Word, as we develop our prayer life, as we tune 
our ears and our heart to listen for the voice of the 
Lord.     

9. It’s a process God wants to bring us through.  But He 
won’t drag us through it.  We need to be willing 
participants.  We need to want to grow, to want to 
mature, to be willing to discipline ourselves. 
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C. And often times God will use our times in the valley to 
work on that growth in our lives. 
1. Mountaintop experiences are wonderful and great, but 

more often than not, true, lasting, growth happens in 
the valley.   

2. In those seasons and times of difficulty.  When we are 
being stretched, when times are tough.  We’re more 
likely to draw near to the Lord, we’re more likely to 
pursue after Him, to commune with Him, when we’re in 
the valley. 
a. When we are going through times of uncertainty and 

doubt and struggle.  When we feel like God isn’t 
there or He isn’t answering our prayers.   

b. It’s in those seasons, as we continue to persevere, 
that God often shows up in ways much more 
profound, in ways that are much deeper and richer 
than what we experience up on the mountain when 
everything is going great and God’s work is evident.   

c. Don’t despise the days and seasons in the valley.  
You may just miss out on some of the greatest 
growth God wants to work in you and through you.   

D. Back to our text.  We see at the end of verse 41 that 
Jesus called for the son to be brought to Him.   
1. And as the boy was being brought before Jesus the 

spirit within him fought to the very end, throwing the 
boy down and convulsing him.   

2. Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the child, and 
returned him back to his father.   

3. Down in the valley we see the power and authority of 
the Lord on full display.  The enemy was rendered 
powerless, it was cast out of the boy, and Jesus 
completely healed him, returning him to his grateful 
father.   
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4. The enemy may try and attack down in the valley, but 
the Lord is able to overcome the enemy and He is able 
to grant us the victory as we seek after Him. 

E. Let’s wrap this up by looking at our final verses in verses 
43-45.   

VI. Luke 9:43-45; 
A. When all were amazed and marveled at what Jesus did, 

Jesus turned to His disciples and reiterated something to 
them.   
1. He reminded them of His coming betrayal.  He wanted 

to make sure they understood this, that they didn’t lose 
sight of the mission that lied before Him, of the plan 
God had for Him to fulfill. 

2. Unfortunately, the disciples still didn’t get it.  They 
didn’t understand.  The true intent and meaning was 
hidden from them.  They couldn’t perceive it.  They 
couldn’t comprehend it and were afraid to ask Jesus 
about what He said. 

B. This reminder of His mission and God’s plan is important 
for us to note.   
1. There in the valley, Jesus reminded His disicples that 

this was all part of God’s great and glorious plan.   
2. And I think that is something we need to remind 

ourselves of as well.  Our times and our seasons in 
the valley are all part of God’s plan for us.   

3. God uses those times of stretching, those times of 
spiritual battle, those times of difficulty, to grow us, to 
mature us, to draw us ever closer to Him.  They are all 
part of His plan.   

4. We can be confident of the Lord’s work in us.  He will 
be faithful to complete the work in us.  He will never 
leave us nor abandon us.  He is with us in the valley 
just as much as He is with us on the mountain tops. 
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5. Truly our God is the God of the mountains and the God 
of the valleys.  He is Lord over all, and He is at work in 
our lives in each and every season we go through. 

6. Amen?  Amen.   
VII. Well, we’re going to close our time together by spending 

some time with the Lord, remembering His sacrifice for us 
through communion. 
A. The worship team is going to come back up and the 

ushers are going to distribute the communion elements.   
B. Let’s take these next few minutes just seeking the Lord 

and allowing Him to speak to us.   
1. Communion is meant to be a personal time between 

you and the Lord, so take this opportunity to spend 
some time with Him, remembering what He did for us 
on the cross of Calvary, but also what He continues to 
do in us and through us whether we’re on the mountain 
top experiences wonderful highs, or down low in the 
valley.   

2. Wherever we are today, God wants to and will meet 
with us.  So, let’s give him that opportunity to continue 
that work in us.   

C. As you receive the elements, the bread and the cup, be 
reminded of the fact that they represent the Lord’s broken 
body and His shed blood for you.   
1. He went to the cross of Calvary for us.  To make a way 

for us to enter into eternity with Him in the presence of 
the Father. 

2. Give Him thanks and just submit yourself to him afresh 
and anew this morning.  When the time is right for you, 
feel free to go ahead and partake of the elements on 
your own.   
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3. Greg will give some final instructions and lead us in 
one final song of worship as we conclude our service.  
God bless!  Let’s worship the Lord! 


