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Luke 11:1-13 – “Prayer 101”, April 24, 2022 
I. Welcome & Review 

A. Good morning, Ohayo gozaimasu!  Welcome to Calvary 
Chapel Iwakuni!  It is great to be here with you all today.     
1. Welcome any new people and those who may be 

streaming content.   
B. At this time, we’ll go ahead and dismiss our little ones to 

their Sunday School classroom so that they can learn on 
their own level.     

C. Before we get going in our time of study, I want to take a 
minute just to acknowledge the Lord and the blessing 
that He gave us last week. 
1. Last week we had a great turnout for our Good Friday 

service and our Resurrection Sunday services.  It was 
so good to see so many of you come on out for 
worship and fellowship. 

2. I had asked you guys to be in prayer for the weather as 
well since we had a picnic schedule for after service 
and God answered our prayers giving us a beautiful 
day to celebrate and commemorate our Savior’s 
victory of sin, death, and the grave. 

3. We even had an opportunity to encourage and come 
alongside a few who made public proclamations of 
their faith in Christ through baptism.   

4. Overall, it was just a tremendous time.  One of those 
times as a pastor that you just kind of sit back and take 
in when it is all said and done and are blown away at 
how God works and how He continues to work in the 
lives of His people.   

5. Such a great weekend, and I just wanted to remember 
to give thanks to the Lord and to all of you who played 
a part in making it a special weekend with the Lord.  
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D. Well, it has been a few weeks since we were last in our 
verse-by-verse study of the gospel of Luke.   
1. We took a break in order to look at Jesus’ Triumphal 

Entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and then took 
time to remember and celebrate His Resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. 

2. But today, we get back to our study where we last left 
off.  If you recall last time we were in our study, we had 
finished chapter 10 by looking at the example of Mary 
and Martha in a study I entitled “The Best Part” 

3. We looked at Mary the worshipper and Martha the 
worker and we noted while both are important, we 
want to be both worshippers and servants of the Lord, 
the best part was the part that Mary had chosen; to sit 
at the feet of Jesus, worshipping Him, and listening to 
His every word.   

E. Today, we will continue our study by taking a look at the 
beginning of chapter 11 in a message I’ve entitled 
“Prayer 101”.   
1. So, if you have your Bibles with you this morning, go 

ahead and open them up to the 11th chapter of Luke’s 
gospel.   

2. If you don’t have a Bible with you this morning, feel 
free to reach down to some of the chairs around you 
and borrow one of ours; we do think it important for 
you to follow along as we go through our text. 

3. Will you all please rise to your feet in honor of the Lord 
and His Word? 

4. I’m going to read the entirety of our text and then go to 
the Lord in prayer asking His continued presence and 
blessings upon our time.   
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5. Follow along in your Bible as I read from mine.  Luke 
writes the following in Luke chapter 11 verse 1… (R & 
P)  

II. Intro & Outline 
A. As we continue to make our way through Luke’s gospel 

account we are brought to chapter 11 and Jesus’ 
teaching on the topic of prayer. 

B. Now this isn’t the first time that Jesus has taught on the 
topic of prayer.  In His famous “Sermon on the Mount” 
recorded for us in Matthew’s gospel, in chapter 6, Jesus 
also laid out what we commonly refer to as “The Lord’s 
Prayer”. 
1. This account here in Luke is different from Matthew’s 

account.  The setting and scenario in which Jesus 
shared these words are different. 
a. In Matthew’s account, Jesus shared this teaching on 

prayer during his circuit ministry in the region of 
Galilee.   
i. Seeing the multitudes gathered around Him, 

Jesus went up on a mountain and taught a large 
group of His disciples on a number of different 
topics including murder, adultery, divorce, 
retaliation, love, giving, fasting, judging, the ways 
of the kingdom, and of course, prayer. 

b. Here in Luke’s account, Jesus is with a much 
smaller group of people and He shares this teaching 
on prayer in response to a request made by one of 
His disciples, an unnamed disciple, maybe one of 
the 12 or even one of the 70 that Jesus had recently 
sent out. 
i. This teaching on prayer was given about a year 

and a half after the teaching in Matthew. 
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c. The account in Matthew is actually longer than the 
account in Luke.  The wording is a little bit different 
as well.  But the main points are still the same.   
i. I kind of like the fact that when Jesus was asked 

to teach His disciples to pray, He reiterated the 
same message He had given previously, but 
made it shorter and simpler this go around. 

ii. Sometimes I think we have it all wrong when it 
comes to prayer.  We can sometimes think that 
our prayers have to be super long and filled with a 
whole lot of fancy Christianese.  That they have to 
be elaborate and complex.   

iii. That isn’t something we see from Jesus.  He gave 
the same basic model to His disciples and when 
He shared it a second time, He made it shorter 
and simpler.   

iv. God isn’t impressed with our many words, or our 
ability to wax eloquently.  He just wants us to 
come and speak to Him simply and genuinely.   

2. And what we have before us in our text is a wonderful 
lesson on Prayer.  This morning we are the students 
and Jesus is our instructor and we’re going to sit on 
one of Jesus’ classes on prayer; Prayer 101 if you will. 

C. As we get into Jesus’ teaching on prayer we’re going to 
note a number of things that stand out.  For those of you 
who like to take notes and outline our text, I’ve decided to 
break down our text into 5 small sections.   
1. The first section is found in verse 1 and it deals with 

“The Priority of Prayer”.  Take a look at our opening 
verse once again. 

III. Luke 11:1; The Priority of Prayer 
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A. Jesus is one who led by example.  And the example that 
he left regarding prayer was one that stood out amongst 
His disciples.   
1. Jesus prayed often.  Throughout the gospels we see 

that Jesus was a man of prayer.  He was one that 
made prayer a priority in His life.   
a. In Luke’s gospel alone we have seen over and over 

again Jesus setting aside time to pray and seek His 
heavenly Father. 

b. Luke records in Luke 5:16 how Jesus Himself often 
withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. (Lk. 5:16) 

c. At His baptism, He prayed. (Lk. 3:21) 
d. Before choosing the 12 Jesus spent the night in 

prayer. (Lk. 6:12)   
e. Before Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Christ, 

Jesus prayed.  (Lk. 9:18)  
f. Upon the Mount of Transfiguration, He prayed.  (Lk. 

9:29) 
g. Jesus prayed for Peter’s faith when He told Peter 

about how Satan had asked for Him and desired to 
sift him as wheat.  (Lk. 22:32) 

h. Even upon the cross of Calvary, as He was being 
crucified for the sins of all humanity, Jesus prayed, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they do.” (Lk. 23:34) 

2. As we consider the prayer life of Jesus and His 
constant intercession and communication with the 
Father it ought to make us realize just how important 
prayer ought to be to us. 

3. If our Lord and Savior, the very Son of God, found it 
necessary to constantly be in prayer, to constantly 
commune with the Father, to hear from Him, to speak 
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to Him, to wait upon Him, how much more do we need 
to be doing the same? 

4. Jesus’ own need for prayer only serves to show and 
teach us how much more we need prayer.  Prayer 
needs to be a priority in our life.  We need to be in 
constant communication with the Lord. 
a. That’s why Paul writes to the church in Thessalonica 

about how we need to pray without ceasing.  (1 
Thes. 5:17) 

b. And why he wrote to the church in Ephesus to pray 
“always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit…”. (Eph. 6:18a) 

c. He wrote to the church in Colossae to “continue 
earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with 
thanksgiving”.  (Col. 4:2) 

5. Praying always really is a mindset we have to develop.  
It carries the idea of just constantly being mindful and 
aware of God’s presence and His working in our lives.   
a. It’s the idea of just having a constant ongoing 

conversation with the Lord in your heart and in your 
mind.   

b. It doesn’t mean that we have to stop what we are 
doing and spend hours on end meditating and 
seeking the Lord.   

c. It’s the idea of simply acknowledging He is with you 
everywhere you go and in everything you do.  
Acknowledging Him and communing with Him 
throughout the day.  

d. Praying always means our line of communication 
must always be open to the Lord.  Throughout our 
day we can be in an attitude of prayer, of just being 
open to the Lord and listening for Him to speak. 
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B. Jesus prayed often and it stirred within His followers a 
desire to learn to pray as Jesus prayed. 
1. I find it quite significant that of all the things the 

disciples could have asked Jesus a lesson upon that it 
was a lesson upon prayer they desired most of all. 
a. Nowhere else in the Scriptures do we read of Jesus’ 

disciples coming to Him and asking Him to teach 
them to do anything else. 

b. None of them asked Jesus to teach them how to 
heal the sick.  None of them asked Jesus to teach 
them how to cast out demons.  None asked Jesus to 
teach them how to preach and teach with authority.  
None of them came and asked Jesus to teach them 
how to do any of the miraculous works He 
performed. 

c. Instead, they came to Jesus and said “teach us to 
pray”.   

2. May I suggest to you that the reason the disciples 
asked Jesus to teach them to pray was because they 
understood that the power to do all of those other 
things came through Jesus’ own prayer life. 
a. It’s like the old adage, “Give a man a fish, feed him 

for a day.  Teach a man to fish and feed him for 
life.”.   

b. Perhaps the disciples knew that if they could learn to 
pray like Jesus, that all of those other things would 
come as a result of their own intimate prayer life with 
the Father.   

c. They saw a connection between Jesus’ own prayer 
life and His ability to do all of these other things and 
it stirred in them a desire to learn to pray, as Jesus 
prayed, that they may be used of the Father as 
Jesus was. 
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C. Well, let’s read Jesus’ response to this request in verses 
2-4 where He gives to His disciples a “Pattern for 
Prayer”.  Follow along… 

IV. Luke 11:2-4; A Pattern for Prayer 
A. This portion of scripture is often referred to as the “Lord’s 

Prayer”, but in all reality this is more a pattern for prayer 
for Jesus’ disciples.   
1. This isn’t something Jesus would ever pray because 

He never sinned.  So He wouldn’t need to pray for 
forgiveness of sins. 

2. Instead of calling this the Lord’s Prayer, maybe we 
should call it the Model Prayer or the Disciples’ Prayer.  
But what we call it really isn’t all that important.  What 
is important is the lesson Jesus was giving when He 
shared it. 

B. Jesus is giving to His disciples a pattern of prayer.  Jesus 
did not intend for His disciples to memorize these exact 
words and pray them over and over again as some may 
think.     
1. We know this because when He first gave these 

instructions to the multitudes during His “Sermon on 
the Mount” He specifically said, “And when you pray, 
do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do.  For 
they think that they will be heard for their many words.” 
(Mt. 6:7) 

2. Jesus didn’t give this as a recipe for prayer, as if to say 
“follow these words exactly as I say them and all your 
prayers will turn out great”, but as a pattern for what 
our prayer life should look like in general.   

C. So, let’s break this pattern of prayer down and see what 
we can’t glean from Jesus’ instruction here. 
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1. The prayer starts out “Our Father”.  Immediately we 
notice that our prayer is based upon a personal 
relationship.   
a. He’s not “the Father”, or “a Father”, He’s “Our 

Father”. He knows us and we know Him. Pray to 
Him accordingly and be yourself.  Communicate to 
Him like you would any other person you respect 
and admire and have a relationship with. 

2. The prayer continues, “…in heaven”.  Our prayer must 
have the right address; in heaven.  God is not our 
earthly father; He is our Heavenly Father.   
a. He is in heaven, which means nothing is impossible 

for Him.  We ought to remember that when we go to 
our Father in prayer.  He’s our Father in heaven and 
He is more than able.  Nothing is too hard for Him.  
Nothing is beyond Him. 

3. Jesus continued saying, “Hallowed be Your name.”  
The term “hallowed” simply means to be holy.  When 
we say “Hallowed be Your name” we are speaking not 
just of the name of God; but the very nature of God.  
God is holy.   
a. When we pray, we ought to remember to praise 

and worship the Lord.  God is holy and He is 
worthy of our praise and we shouldn’t be so quick to 
get to our needs and miss out on an opportunity to 
worship and praise Him for the holy and awesome 
and loving God He is.   

4. The pattern continues, “Your kingdom come.  Your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  From worship our 
prayers can then focus on purpose.  What is the 
purpose of prayer?   
a. Prayer is not some magical way to get what we want 

as if God was some genie in a bottle waiting to grant 
all our wishes.   
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b. Prayer isn’t about having our will done; but having 
the Lord’s will done.  Prayer ought to be a time 
where we look to know, see, and experience God’s 
will; not our own.   

5. “Give us day by day our daily bread.”  After we have 
spent some time worshipping and praising the Lord, 
and requesting and seeking after His will, we can then 
move on to our own personal requests.   
a. It is ok to ask for personal things.  In fact, according 

to this pattern Jesus gives us it is something God 
wants to hear from us day by day.  Daily we are to 
bring our requests before Him.   

b. We ask God to give us just enough for each day.  
Not too much where we could grow perhaps 
apathetic or lethargic in our prayer life and not too 
little to where we may give up and become 
despondent. 

c. We ask Him for just enough for each day and come 
back to Him on a daily basis. 

6. The pattern continues, “And forgive us our sins”.  
Confession is an important aspect of prayer and 
our communication with the Lord.   
a. We confess our sins, our weaknesses, our 

shortcomings, our failures, and then seek God’s 
forgiveness and grace to see us through. 

7. Jesus continues stating “For we also forgive everyone 
who is indebted to us.”  Not only do we need to ask for 
God’s forgiveness, but we also must be willing to 
forgive those who have wronged us.   
a. This is something that I think is often overlooked in 

our prayer life.  We usually don’t think about offering 
forgiveness to others when we pray, but it is an 
essential part of a healthy spiritual life. 
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b. Jesus taught about the necessity of us to forgive 
others when He said, “For if you forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you.  But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
(Mt. 6:14-15) 

c. We can’t expect God to forgive us all our sins, and 
the wrongs we’ve done against Him, if we are not 
willing to forgive others their sins and their wrongs 
they’ve done against us. 

d. The person who has truly experienced God’s 
forgiveness, ought to instinctively have a readiness 
to forgive others.   

e. We’ve been forgiven such a debt, a debt far greater 
than we could ever pay.  And when we understand 
and comprehend the magnitude of the debt we have 
been forgiven it ought to lead us in extending the 
same forgiveness towards others.  

8. Jesus wraps up the pattern by addressing temptation.  
He states, “And do not lead us into temptation, but 
deliver us from the evil one.” 
a. God does not tempt us.  James 1:13 specifically 

states, “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am 
tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, 
nor does He Himself tempt anyone.” (James 1:13) 

b. This part of the pattern Jesus gives is instructing us 
to ask God to protect us from temptation.  
Temptation comes from the devil and from our own 
sinful desires.  We need to ask God to protect us 
from the evil one and from the desires of our own 
evil hearts.   

D. Looking over this pattern we see that our prayer life can 
involve a number of different things; there are a number 
of pieces to the pattern.   
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1. It’s important to remember that the Lord did not give us 
this prayer as a template for all of our prayers. 

2. It’s not as if He’s saying that we need to address each 
and every one of these items every time we pray; it is 
simply a pattern, and example of how we can pray.   

3. Sometimes our prayers will be longer, sometimes they 
will be shorter.  The idea is that our prayer life, as a 
whole, would include all these things in some form or 
fashion.   

E. Let’s move on to our next section where Jesus shares a 
parable about a reluctant neighbor, and we learn about 
the importance of “Persistence in Prayer”.  Let’s read 
verses 5-8. 

V. Luke 11:5-8; Persistence in Prayer 
A. Here Jesus shares a story about a man who had an 

unexpected friend come to visit him late at night and the 
man didn’t have any food to share with his visiting friend.  
So, he goes to his neighbor and asks the neighbor to 
lend him some bread that he may feed his visiting friend.   
1. The neighbor however is reluctant to assist.  It is late, 

he’s already turned in for the night and doesn’t want to 
be bothered with having to get up.   

2. We get the sense that this neighbor had only one 
single bed for his entire family.  To get up and assist 
his neighbor would not only be bothersome to him 
personally, but would probably upset the rest of his 
family that is already sleeping.   

3. Though the neighbor initially declines to assist his 
friend in need, he eventually does so because of the 
persistence of his neighbor.  He realizes that the only 
way to get rid of this guy and get back to sleep is to 
acquiesce to his request and lend him some bread.   
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B. This parable is teaching us of the importance of being 
persistent in prayer.  However, it is not trying to paint a 
picture of the Lord being a reluctant answer of prayers 
that only answers us so that we will leave Him alone. 
1. Don’t think that at all.  That is NOT what Jesus is 

teaching here. 
2. What Jesus is doing here and will do again later in our 

text is to argue from the lesser to the greater.   
a. If a reluctant, tired and cranky neighbor is willing to 

get up in the middle of the night, disturb his family’s 
sleep, and answer the request of this friend in need 
because he was persistent, how much more will our 
heavenly Father answer us in our time of need? 

3. Our heavenly Father loves to bless us as His children, 
He never sleeps or slumbers, He never grows weary of 
hearing from us, He invites us to boldly come before 
His throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:16) 

4. “Well,” some of you may be thinking, “if God is so 
eager to answer our prayers why are we being 
exhorted to be persistent in prayer?  Why doesn’t He 
just answer our prayers the first time?”  Good question. 
a. Let me suggest a few possibilities for you.   
b. One reason we need to persist in prayer is because 

it helps us determine that which is important to 
us.   
i. We can be quick to throw up a prayer for 

something without much thought or consideration 
to whether or not what we are asking would truly 
be best for us.   

ii. We may pray for one thing one day, and then 
three days later pray for the exact opposite thing.  
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We can be all over the place sometimes with our 
prayer requests.   

iii. For those of you who have little ones you can 
probably easily relate.  When birthdays are 
coming around the corner or when Christmas is 
coming up, at first, they talk about wanting a 
million different things.  But the closer and closer it 
gets to the actually day, they usually start to hone 
in on those things that are most important to them, 
those things that they truly want more than any of 
the other things they’ve requested.   

iv. We can be like our kids sometimes in our prayer 
life.  We ask for one thing and then a few days 
later ask for something completely different. 

v. Being persistent allows us the opportunity to really 
hone in on that which truly is important to us, that 
which is our greatest priority.  

c. Another reason, and maybe the most important 
reason of all for why we need to be persistent in 
prayer, is that the Father simply enjoys being with 
us and hearing from us. 
i. Jon Courson, a favorite commentator and Bible 

teacher of mine, wrote this in his commentary.  He 
states, “If [God] gave us what we asked for the 
first time every time, He knows us well enough to 
know we would just grab the goods and run.  The 
fact that we must come to Him repeatedly helps 
us see that, in the end, it was His fellowship we 
craved all along.”   

ii. Our greatest need is the Lord.  We need more of 
the Lord in our life.  And developing a persistent 
prayer life brings us regularly into the presence of 
the Lord and allows us to enjoy sweet fellowship 
and intimate communion with Him.   



 

15 

 

iii. Being persistent in prayer allows us to come to 
the realization that it is more of the Lord that we 
truly need more than any of the other things we 
may ask for. 

C. Well, let’s continue in our study to our next section.  It’s a 
short one, only 2 verses, and it deals with some 
“Promises for Prayer”.  Read vs. 9 &10. 

VI. Luke 11:9-10; Promises for Prayer 
A. In these two verses Jesus gives to us some promises 

regarding prayer.  That if we ask, we will receive; if we 
seek, we will find; and if we knock, it will be opened to us. 
1. Now the thing that is very important for us to 

understand is the verb tense in these verbs being 
used.  “Asks”, “seeks”, and “knocks” are all written as 
present active participles which carries the idea of 
asking, seeking and knocking; not just a one-time 
event.   

2. This disciple asked Jesus to teach them to pray and 
Jesus emphasizes here the idea that we need to keep 
on asking, keep on seeking, and keep on knocking.  
The sense is that asking, seeking, and knocking needs 
to become a habitual lifestyle in our walk with the Lord.  

3. You know, there are those out there that would try to 
suggest to you that praying for something more than 
once is a sign of a lack of faith, or an indicator of 
someone with weak faith.  That we should just pray 
once and then trust God to do whatever He is going to 
do in the situation. 
a. I have a serious problem with such an idea or 

notion.  I would suggest to you that mindset is 
actually an unbiblical and unhealthy approach to 
prayer.  Such thinking often leads us to a place 
where we begin to doubt the Lord and doubt our 
own faith.  We end up thinking “I must not have 
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enough faith to get my prayers answered.”  That isn’t 
what prayer is at all. 

b. Paul the apostle prayed over and over for the same 
thing.   
i. In 2 Corinthians Paul speaks about how he was 

given a thorn in the flesh and he writes 
“Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord 
three times that it might depart from me.  And He 
said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness.’  Therefore 
most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me.  Therefore 
I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ 
sakes.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  (2 
Co. 12:8-10) 

ii. Paul prayed three times that God would remove 
the thorn in his flesh, but ultimately God said “no” 
and revealed a greater plan for Paul’s life which 
he gladly received. 

c. Jesus Christ Himself prayed over and over for the 
same thing. 
i. There in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed 

three separate times about the same exact thing, 
saying the same thing to the Father each time. 

ii. In Matthew’s gospel his first prayer was “O My 
father, if is is possible, let this cup pass from Me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” (Mt. 
26:39) 

iii. His second prayer was “O My Father, if this cup 
cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, your 
will be done.” (Mt. 26:42) 



 

17 

 

iv. And then we are told in verse 44, after finding the 
disciples asleep once again, “So He left them, 
went away again, and prayed the third time, 
saying the same words.” (Mt. 26:44) 

d. Are we to believe that Paul the apostle, and our Lord 
and Savior were people who lacked faith or who 
were weak in the faith because they prayed multiple 
times over the same thing?  Of course NOT!  What a 
foolish thing to even suggest. 

4. We need to keep on asking, keep on seeking, and 
keep on knocking; praying for things over and over 
again, while ultimately trusting in God’s will and plan.  
Remember that prayer isn’t about getting our will done 
on earth, but our Father’s will done.   
a. As we continue to ask, continue to seek, continues 

to knock, what we are actually doing is taking an 
active role in determining God’s will for our life.   

b. We sense a progression even in the wording here.   
c. We ask what God’s will is for our lives and when we 

don’t get a clear answer, we start to seek out God’s 
will for our lives, exploring different ideas and 
actively praying and seeking it out.   

d. And then a few doors, a few different options, may 
present themselves after seeking out things and we 
are then to continue knocking on the doors to see 
which ones open up for us.   

e. Praying this way causes us to take an active role in 
asking for and seeking after God’s will.  Which is 
really one of the main purposes of prayer; to see 
God’s will done on earth as it is in heaven.   

B. Jesus promises us here that if we continue to ask we will 
receive an answer.  It may not be the answer we were 
wanting, but God will answer. 
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1. We must remember that a “no” is an answer.  And “not 
yet” is an answer.  As we continually ask, we will 
receive an answer from the Lord. 

C. Jesus promises us if we continue to seek that we will 
find.  God will lead us to the right place, and show us that 
which seems hidden from us.   

D. Jesus promises us if we continue to knock that the doors 
will be opened to us.  That His ways will be made clear to 
us and we will know the direction in which we should go. 
1. Jesus is described as the One who opens and no one 

shuts, and shuts and no one opens in the book of 
Revelation.  (Rev. 3:7b) 

2. God will open and close doors as we continue to 
knock.  And when God presents an open door before 
us we can be confident that His Spirit is leading and 
guiding the way. 

E. Well, let’s take a look at our final section in the final three 
verses of our text and we will wrap up our study this 
morning.  Let’s read verses 11-13 as we look at an 
important “Principle of Prayer.” 

VII. Luke 11:11-13; A Principle of Prayer 
A. Here once again Jesus is arguing from a lesser point to a 

greater point.  If we as human earthly fathers, who are by 
nature sinful and evil, know how to give good gifts, how 
much more our Father in heaven.   
1. An earthly father wouldn’t give his kids stones when 

they ask for bread, or a serpent instead of a fish, or a 
scorpion instead of an egg.   

2. Earthly fathers won’t give things that are useless, or 
harmful, or not what’s best to the children.  How much 
more our heavenly Father? 

3. God won’t give us things that are useless.  He isn’t 
going to answer prayers that are no good, or no benefit 
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to us.  God won’t give us things that are going to end 
up being harmful to us, or things that could potentially 
hurt us.   

B. And here in lies a principle about prayer that I believe 
Jesus is trying to teach us here.   
1. Psalm 84:11 states, “For the Lord God is a sun and 

shield; The Lord will give grace and glory; No good 
thing will He withhold From those who walk uprightly.” 
(Ps. 84:11) 

2. Psalm 34 teaches us “those who seek the Lord shall 
not lack any good thing.” (Psalm 34:10b) 

3. Romans 8:32 states, “He who did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give us all things.?” (Rom. 8:32) 

4. Philippians 4:19 affirms, “And my God shall supply all 
your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus.”  (Phil. 4:19)   

5. Looking at all of these truths and promises from the 
Scriptures we can conclude that if that which we want 
or have prayed for does not come to fruition, we must 
conclude it is not good for us—at least not at this 
time—because our Father will do what is best.  He will 
give to us what is best.  He will not withhold that 
which is good from us. 

6. And that is the principle we see here.  If we pray for 
something and feel like God says “no” or “not yet” we 
can safely conclude that God has something better in 
mind.  That He has a better plan, one that will be for 
our best. 

7. God desires what is best for us and that means 
sometimes He will say “no” or “not yet”.  And we need 
to trust that when God says “no” it is because He has 
something better in mind for us.   
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8. Remember what Isaiah the prophet teaches us about 
God and His thoughts and His ways: 
a.  Isaiah declares of the Lord, “’For My thoughts are 

not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,’ 
says the Lord.  ‘For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, 
And My thoughts than your thoughts.’” (Isa. 55:8-9) 

C. The Father will always give what is best for us and that is 
evidenced in His giving of the Holy Spirit to all who ask.   
1. The gift of God’s Holy Spirit given to us is the greatest 

gift He could give.  And so if our heavenly Father was 
willing to give us the Holy Spirit, how much more will 
He be willing to give us other things.  Things that will 
help us, benefit us, draw us close to Him, and lead us 
to accomplishing His will here on earth? 

2. We can trust in God to give us the very best, because 
He already has given us His very best.  He’s given us 
His Son, and He has given us His Holy Spirit.  God will 
only give us things that are for our good, for our 
benefit, for our growth in the Lord, we can be confident 
of that.   

3. Amen?  Amen!  Let’s pray.   


