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Luke 14:1-24 – “Delusional Dinner Company”, Part 2 of 2, July 
31, 2022 
I. Welcome 

A. Good morning.  Ohayou-gozaimasu!  Welcome to 
Calvary Chapel Iwakuni, it is great to be here with you all 
as we gather together for worship, fellowship, and the 
study of God’s Word.     
1. Welcome any new people and those who may be 

streaming content.   
B. At this time, let’s go ahead and dismiss our elementary 

aged children to their Sunday School class.     
C. The rest of us are going to continue in our study of the 

gospel of Luke and specifically, look to wrap up a study 
we began last week. 
1. Last week we read through Luke chapter 14 verses 1-

24 in a study I entitled “Delusional Dinner Company”.  
Last week was part 1 of this 2-part study.  So today, 
we will cover part 2.   

2. In our text we read about what happened one 
particular Sabbath when Jesus was invited over for 
dinner at the house of one of the rulers of the 
Pharisees.   

3. While at this dinner, Jesus interacted with a number of 
different people and people groups.  Some of these 
people were delusional.   
a. Not delusional as in they had mental disorders of 

some kind or that they were psychotic.  No, these 
people were delusional in their thinking, in their 
beliefs.  They had either been tricked or deceived 
into thinking something that wasn’t true; that wasn’t 
based in reality.   

b. Someone who is delusional believes something to 
be real or true when it is actually false.  While at this 
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dinner party, Jesus encountered different types of 
people that held to beliefs or opinions that were 
completely false, and Jesus confronted their 
delusional thoughts and opinions. 

D. For context’s sake we’re going to read our text in it’s 
entirety once again, but we will simply focus upon the 
verses we didn’t get to last week. 
1. Don’t worry, if you weren’t with us last week, we’re 

going to do a quick simple review before we continue 
on with the rest of the study.   

2. So, if you haven’t done so already, will you all please 
open up your bible to the 14th chapter of the gospel of 
Luke. 

3. And once you are there, I’d like to invite you to rise to 
your feet in honor of the Lord and His Word. 

4. I’m going to read our text this morning from my bible, 
which is the NKJV of the bible.  If you are reading from 
a different translation this morning, I want to encourage 
you to do your best to follow along in your own bible.   

5. Luke continues his narrative account of the life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ with the following in chapter 
14, verse 1… (R & P) 

II. Review  
A. It was the Sabbath, Jesus had no doubt enjoyed 

gathering together at the local synagogue for a time of 
worship, and scripture reading.   
1. Afterwards, it would appear that He was invited over 

for a meal at the house of a very prominent man from 
the community; a particular ruler, or leader, or chief 
amongst the group of Pharisees.   

2. Jesus received the invitation and came to the ruler of 
the Pharisees’ house despite knowing the evil intent of 
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his heart and the hearts of the other Pharisees and 
religious leaders.   
a. We noted in our study last week how Jesus was not 

afraid to confront people who were in error with the 
truth.  He did not shy away from sharing the 
truth, even if it was something that was completely 
contrary to what someone believed or thought. 

b. Jesus understood their need for truth and was not 
afraid to speak forth the truth. 

c. Jesus serves as a wonderful example to us.  We too 
should be bold to share the truth with the world 
around us.  This world needs the truth of the gospel, 
and we can’t be afraid to share the truth. 

d. Paul wrote to the church in Rome, “I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for 
the Jew first and also for the Greek.” (Rom. 1:16) 

e. May we boldly and unashamedly proclaim the 
gospel message of Jesus Christ to a lost and dying 
world. 

3. Well, as Jesus showed up he was immediately met 
with a man that had dropsy, a medical condition that 
causes excessive fluid retention and swelling that can 
cause a great deal of pain. 

4. The religious leaders had no doubt planted this man as 
a trap to try and get Jesus to do or say something that 
they could use against Him in discrediting Him and 
getting people to turn away from Him. 
a. They thought they had Him trapped.  If Jesus didn’t 

do anything for this man, they would be able to use 
that against Him and show to all who were there that 
He was someone who didn’t care about the hurts 
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and needs of others; that He was a heartless 
individual. 

b. If He did do something, namely reach out and heal 
the man, then they could accuse Him of breaking 
their religious traditions and customs for healing was 
considered work, and work was not to be performed 
on the Sabbath.   

5. Jesus very cleverly responded to the religious elite by 
asking them a very simple question, “Is it lawful to heal 
on the Sabbath?” 
a. Jesus knew that he was not violating any part of the 

Sabbath law as God gave it.   
b. These religious elite had taken God’s Law regarding 

the Sabbath day of rest and through their own 
interpretations and mad-made traditions turned it 
into a day of burdens. 

6. When they remained silent, Jesus showed 
compassion, reached out His hand and healed the 
man of his medical condition and sent him on his way.   

7. Before the religious elite could even say anything to 
Jesus He once again questioned them, “Which of you, 
having a donkey or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will 
not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?” 
a. Jesus knew that they had made provisions within 

their own interpretations and man-made traditions to 
make special allowances for certain work that wasn’t 
permitted on the Sabbath. 

b. One such rule pertained to their livestock or cattle.  If 
their animals fell into a pit on the Sabbath, they 
could pull them out, even though it was technically 
work and would violate the Sabbath, there was an 
exception made for animals. 
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c. Jesus’ question is quite pointed and revealed the 
religious elite’s own selfish and hard hearts.  They 
cared more about animals than they did their fellow 
man made in the image of God.   

d. They made allowances to help out their animals on 
the Sabbath, but were wanting to bring accusations 
against Jesus for helping a human being on the 
Sabbath.   

e. Such hypocrisy from the religious elite! And Jesus 
challenged their hypocrisy.  He did not allow them to 
continue holding a double standard.  He showed the 
error of their own thinking and responded with 
compassion towards the man. 

f. We noted in our study last week how important it is 
for us to not only share the truth, but to share the 
truth with love.   

g. This world around us needs the love of God 
demonstrated through the children of God.  It is the 
love of God that has the power to change people’s 
lives for good.   

h. We must speak the truth in love as described in 
Ephesians 4:15. This world needs the truth of God 
AND the love of God to be shared hand in hand. 

8. After He was done with the religious elite, Jesus turned 
his attention toward all the ambitious guests that were 
seeking out the best seats in the house for this dinner 
party. 
a. Jesus shared a parable about an ambitious guest 

and spoke of how we shouldn’t take the best seats 
available when invited to a banquet of feast, but to 
take instead the lowest seat.   

b. If we take the high seat, we may be asked to leave if 
someone more prominent or more deserving of that 
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seat comes along.  You would then have to endure 
the shame and humility that would come with being 
asked to give up your seat. 

c. Jesus stated it was far better to start at the bottom 
and to take a humble approach to things.  It could be 
that the host of the party may come along and raise 
you up to a more prominent seat.   

d. The point of the parable was to teach the need for 
humility.  These people thought they could be 
exalted by rubbing elbows with those in the most 
prominent seats, those in the best seats.   

e. But Jesus taught that exaltation comes from the 
Lord.  And it is the Lord who will humble those who 
seek to exalt themselves, but will exalt those who 
humble themselves.   
i. God resists the proud but gives grace to the 

humble. (James 4:6) 
f. In our study we noted how humility involves 

surrendering ourselves and all we have to the Lord 
and His service.   

g. Jesus was the ultimate example of humility as He 
humbled Himself and left His home in heaven to 
come dwell among us as a man, and then to lay 
down His life for us upon the cross of Calvary, in 
fulfillment of God’s miraculous redemption plan.   

h. Jesus humbled Himself here on earth, and God 
exalted Him up in heaven; giving to Him the name 
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of 
those on earth, and of those under the earth, and 
that every toungue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil. 2:9-
11) 
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9. Jesus taught us our need for humility in God’s 
kingdom.  As we go out and share the truth of God, 
with the love of God, we must do so humbly before our 
God.   
a. We don’t come across as high and mighty when we 

share the truth in love.  We do so humbly.  Hoping 
that they may respond to the gospel message and 
turn from the deception and lies they have built their 
lives around. 

B. And that is where we last left off.   
1. We looked at the delusional religious elite and their 

hypocrisy and hardheartedness and saw how Jesus 
challenged them with the truth and love of God in 
verses 1-6.   

2. We looked at the delusional ambitious guests that 
thought the way to the top was through manipulation 
and self-exaltation and how Jesus challenged their 
thinking by telling them to take the humble road and 
look for the Lord to exalt them in His own kingdom in 
verses 7-11. 

C. We pick up the rest of the account by looking at two more 
groups of people in our text. 
1. The first of which we will cover is the selfish Pharisee 

in verses 12-14 
2. Then we will wrap up our study by turning our attention 

to the Presumptuous Jew in verses 15-24.     
D. Take a look at the text pertaining to the selfish Pharisee 

that invited Jesus and others to his party for purely selfish 
reasons.  Look at verses 12-14.   

III. Luke 14:12-14: The Selfish Pharisee 
A. After addressing the ambitious guests, Jesus turned His 

focus and attention upon the host of the dinner; one of 
the rulers of the Pharisees. 
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B. Jesus told His host that when he hosts a dinner or 
supper, not to ask his friends, brothers, relatives, or rich 
neighbors to come. 
1. The verb used here is written in the present active 

imperative with the negative particle, which usually 
means to stop an act already in process. This was the 
norm for this guy, and Jesus tells him to stop doing it. 

2. Was Jesus against getting together with family and 
friends?  No, of course not.  The idea is that this 
should not be the only type of dinners you host.  It’s ok 
to host a dinner with family and friends, but it shouldn’t 
be the only time you ever do something like this.   

C. The reason Jesus told this host not to invite these people 
is because they can all easily host you and return the 
favor.   
1. We get the sense from the text that there were only 

two reasons this host had invited these people to his 
house. 
a. On one hand there were probably people within the 

group who had invited him over to their house and 
so he was simply returning to them the favor; 
repaying them for their hospitality. 

b. On the other hand, there were probably people 
within the group that the host wanted to put in debt 
to himself, so that they would be forced to invite him 
to their next dinner or supper.   

2. Instead of hosting people as an expression of his love 
and service, these dinners he hosted were nothing 
more than a way to settle accounts or to indebt people 
to him.  That isn’t love and that isn’t the kind of 
hospitality Jesus would encourage us to participate in. 

3. We see this sort of thing play out even today.  If you go 
out to dinner with some friends perhaps and they pick 
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up the bill, there can be a certain sense of obligation to 
return the favor the next time you get together.   
a. Instead of getting together in love and simply 

enjoying fellowship, the motive for gathering simply 
becomes a means to settle accounts and repay 
people for something they did previously. 

b. It can create an unhealthy relationship that 
masquerades as fellowship and love, when it really 
is only driven by selfish motives. 

c. We need to be careful that we don’t fall into this sort 
of trap of trying to one up one another or keep tabs 
with one another.   

d. If you want to bless someone and have them over 
for dinner or take them out to dinner; that’s great.  
But don’t use that as a way to try and coerce 
someone into returning the favor for you.   

e. Don’t do things like this with the expectation that you 
will be repaid, just do it out of sincere heart of love 
and generosity.   

D. That is why Jesus then tells the man to instead invite the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind. 
1. These kinds of people would never be invited to these 

types of events.   
a. For one they were often considered unclean or 

unholy.  The book of Leviticus has within it a 
provision for the sons of Aaron regarding any 
descendants of his who had any sort of defect not 
being able to serve as priests before the Lord.   
i. Leviticus 21 states, “For any man who has a 

defect shall not approach: a man blind or lame, 
who has a marred face or any limb too long,” 
which is basically the same as maimed or 
crippled. (Lev. 21:18) 
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ii. People took this one rule about Aaron’s 
descendants serving in the temple and tried to 
apply it to everyone.   

iii. We’ve noted this before, but many people saw 
deformities, disease, and disabilities as some sort 
divine retribution.  That they must have done 
something horrible in order for God to have 
allowed such a thing to happen. 

iv. This was obviously not the case, but that was 
what many people thought and believed during 
that day. 

b. Another reason these people would not be invited to 
these sorts of dinners was simply because there 
was no way they could ever return the favor; there 
was no way they would ever be able to reciprocate 
the offer.   

c. Doing something like this would be a genuine sign of 
love and generosity because these sorts of people 
would have no way of ever repaying you, or of 
returning the favor towards you.   

2. It is interesting to consider the different times these 
types of people are mentioned within the Scriptures.  
These are the people that the prophet Isaiah 
mentioned as the ones the Messiah would be sent to. 
a. He prophesied, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 

Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach 
good tiding to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, 
And the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound;” (Isa. 61:1) 

b. Jesus, when He first began His earthly ministry read 
from this portion of Scripture where Isaiah speaks of 
the Messiah ministering to the poor and broken and 
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proclaimed, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  (Lk. 4:21) 

c. When John the Baptist was having second thoughts 
about who Jesus was and sent some of his disciples 
to speak to Jesus, Jesus said to “Go and tell John 
the things you have seen and heard: that the blind 
see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the 
gospel preached to them.” (Lk. 7:22) 

3. These are the very people Jesus came to save.  The 
same kind of people Jesus ministered to throughout 
his earthly ministry. 
a. Matthew’s gospel tells us how great multitudes came 

to Him, having with them the lame, blind, mute, 
maimed, and many others; and they laid them down 
at Jesus’ feet, and He healed them.  So the 
multitude marveled when they saw the mute 
speaking, the maimed made whole, the lame 
walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the 
God of Israel.” (Mt. 15:30-31) 

b. Nobody else wanted anything to do with these kinds 
of people, but these are the people that came before 
the Lord on a regular basis; the outcasts, the 
broken, the unclean, the unwanted.   

c. Jesus showed compassion and love towards them 
and touched their lives in powerful ways.  They 
could never repay Him, they could never reciprocate 
what Jesus did for them. It was all a demonstration 
of God’s grace, His great compassion, and His 
generosity.   

E. Well, Jesus stated that if this host would give a feast and 
invite the kind of people no one else would invite, the 
kind of people that could never repay him back; the poor, 
the maimed (or crippled), the lame, the blind then he 
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would be blessed and repaid at the resurrection of the 
just. 
1. This is of course speaking of our eternal home in 

heaven.  It speaks of living for an eternal reward, not 
an earthly reward.   

2. The idea is quite clear, you can seek the favor and 
applause of man now and take your temporary reward 
here, or you can look to the eternal and store your 
treasures in heaven.   
a. Jesus said, “Take heed that you do not do your 

charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them.  
Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven.  Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, 
do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
may have glory from men.  Assuredly, I say to you, 
they have their reward.  But when you do a 
charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed 
may be in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will Himself reward you openly.”  (Mt. 6:1-4) 

b. Later He continued, “Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.”  (Mt. 6:19-21) 

3. When we serve and minister to others with a pure 
heart, with an unselfish heart, God will see it, and He 
will reward it.  When we can serve others in that sort of 
manner we are storing up treasures in heaven, and 
looking forward to a far greater eternal reward in 
Christ. 



 

13 

 

F. This leader of the Pharisees was delusional in thinking 
that his hospitality was something to be admired, or 
something that set him apart.  Jesus challenged Him to 
minister to those who couldn’t repay Him and to store up 
His treasures in heaven. 
1. Again, this is what Jesus modeled for us. He 

ministered to us, not to get us to be indebted to Him, 
but because He loves us.  He came and ministered to 
a bunch of people that could never repay Him, never 
reciprocate to Him what He gave to us.   

2. He was focused upon the eternal; securing a place in 
heaven for each and every one of us.   

G. Let’s turn our attention to this last section of our text 
where Jesus shares another parable pertaining to a 
banquet and guests and see what truths we may be able 
to discover.   
1. Read with me verse 15 just to get us started as we are 

introduced to a presumptuous Jew that may have been 
a bit delusional himself.   

IV. Luke 14:15-24; The Presumptuous Jew 
A. Vs. 15 

1. Things at this dinner party we’re beginning to get a 
little serious.  Imagine if you will the temperature of the 
room, the overall atmosphere.   
a. Jesus was invited in and immediately was met by a 

man with dropsy; a man staged to try and entrap 
Jesus. 

b. Jesus quickly dealt with that situation by asking a 
few simple questions and healing the man and 
sending him on his way.  Jesus had silenced the 
group of pharisees and lawyers there. 
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c. Jesus then addressed a great many of the guests 
and rebuked them for seeking the best seats in the 
house and trying to exalt themselves. 

d. Then Jesus turned to the host himself of the dinner 
party and rebuked him for only hosting the kind of 
people who could pay him back and challenged him 
to love and serve the least and the lost that he may 
store up treasures in heaven.   

e. The only people Jesus hasn’t probably rebuked in 
some form or manner are the servants within the 
home.   

f. I imagine the tension in the air was palpable.   
2. When one of the dinner guests heard Jesus mention 

something about the resurrection of the just, he used 
the opportunity to try and lighten the mood a bit and 
mention a happy thought, “Blessed is he who shall eat 
bread (or dinner) in the kingdom of God!”   
a. In chapter 13 we read about how the Jewish people 

pictured their future kingdom as a great feast with 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all the prophets sitting to 
dine with the Lord.  (Lk. 13:28b) 

b. Isaiah the prophet speaks of a day where God will 
swallow up death forever, and the Lord god will wipe 
away tears from all faces; The rebuke of His people 
He will take away from all the earth; For the Lord 
has spoken.” (Isa. 25:8) 

c. On that day Isaiah speaks of how the Lord of hosts 
will make for all people a feast of choice pieces, A 
feast of wines on the lees, Of fat things full of 
marrow, Of well-refined wines on the lees.”  (Isa. 
25:6b) 
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d. The Jews pictured their future kingdom as a great 
feast where God would swallow up death and wipe 
away every tear. 

3. Every Jew believed that He would be a part of this 
great feast.  And so one of the Jews there in the house 
shouted out, “Blessed is He who shall eat bread in the 
kingdom of God.”   
a. “Hey, we’re all going to be blessed, we’re all going to 

partake of the feast together with our forefathers.  
Won’t it be great!” – type of a thing.   

b. We know this to be the sense of this statement 
because of the way it is written in the Greek.   
i. The verb “eat” is written in the future tense, which 

speaks of a future event that has yet to take 
place. 

ii. It is written with the middle voice which speaks of 
the subject being affected by its own action. 

iii. And it is written in the indicative mood which is the 
mood of assertion, where the writer portrays 
something as actual as opposed to merely 
possible or contingent upon something.   

c. The way this is written lets us know this is an 
assertion this man is making about a future event 
that he has every bit of confidence in that he will be 
part of it.   

4. Jesus responds to this man’s assertion with yet 
another parable.  Read the opening portion of it with 
me in verses 16 & 17. 

B. Vs. 16-17 
1. We’re given some information here that needs to be 

briefly explained within the context of that day and age. 
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2. Back in those days, whenever someone planned a 
great feast or great supper, they would send out 
invitations to the event well in advance. 

3. However, the invitation would only be for a set day, the 
exact timing of the event wouldn’t be given.   
a. We have to remember that everyone didn’t walk 

around with smartphones in their pockets and 
watches on their wrist constantly telling them exactly 
what time it is based upon satellites orbiting around 
in space. 

b. Most people didn’t know how to tell time.  They 
could tell how much time was left in the day, how 
much more sunlight to suspect, but to have them 
know the hour and minutes of a day was a little more 
than guesswork. 

4. And so, what people would do when they were hosting 
a big to do, a feast of some kind is they would send out 
the invitations letting people know what day the event 
would be on, but the actual time of the event would be 
announced the day of. 

5. Once preparations were set and the meal was just 
about ready to be served, the host would send out a 
messenger, a servant, that would announce it was time 
to come to the feast.   

6. This was the norm.  And so, if you rsvp’d and said you 
were going to come to the event, then you would be 
committing to keeping your schedule open for anytime 
in the late afternoon to early evening, the typical time 
for a Jewish supper.   

7. And then the host of the supper would send his 
servant, or servants, to all the people that rsvp’d and 
said they were coming to the event. 
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8. So the description here of a certain man that invited 
many people to supper and then sent out his servant 
on the day of, means that his servant would be going 
to houses of those who had rsvp’d and indicated they 
wanted to be part of the event.   
a. The host had made provisions for the meal 

expecting them to be there based upon their earlier 
response.  Though this is not explained in our text, 
this was the norm for how these things would work 
back in that day and age. 

9. I believe this to be important to understand when it 
comes to what we read next.  Take a look at verses 
18-20 with me.   

C. Vs. 18-20 
1. All the people that had previously been invited and 

responded to that invitation indicating they wanted to 
be part of the event, all of a sudden started making all 
sorts of excuses to the servant that was sent to 
announce it was time for them to come.   

2. And when you start to look at these excuses a little bit 
closer, you begin to see that none of them make any 
sense. 
a. The first said he had bought a piece of ground and 

needed to go see it.  The idea is a large field.   
i. Who ever buys a piece of land without ever 

seeing it?  Nobody, right. 
ii. And if they have that much money to be buying 

fields without ever seeing them first off, then 
what’s another day?  Why do you have to go see 
it on this particular day when you’ve already said 
you wanted to be part of the dinner party? 

iii. Also, it’s getting towards the end of the day; it’s 
supper time.  How much light would be left for this 
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man to actually see his field?  Not much at all, if 
any. 

iv. This was a lame excuse this man tried to use for 
why he couldn’t make it and come with the 
servant. 

b. The second said he had just purchased five yoke of 
oxen; five pairs of oxen, so 10 oxen in total, and that 
he needed to go test them. 
i. This is a bogus excuse as well. Again, who is 

going to buy 10 oxen without first examining them, 
without first testing them to make sure they were 
good and strong? 

ii. The idea behind the word “test” speaks of 
examination and proving whether something is 
worthy or of value or not. 

iii. This man was a fool if he bought 10 oxen without 
first looking at them and examining them for their 
value.   

iv. The same problem arises with this guy’s excuse 
as the last guy in that there was barely any 
daylight left in order to properly examine some 
oxen.  So, why does it have to be done right now? 

c. The last guy mentioned asked to be excused 
because he had married a wife and was not able to 
come.   
i. What does that have to do with whether or not you 

can attend this dinner?  The implication isn’t that 
he just got married, for that would be foolish for 
him to rsvp to an event on the same day that he 
was getting married. 

ii. No, the idea is that this man has recently been 
married.  But if that was the case, and he wasn’t 
going to have time to pull himself away for this 
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dinner, why rsvp in the first place?  Why say 
you’re going to go if you knew already that you 
would be celebrating your own wedding? 

iii. It just doesn’t add up.  His excuse is just as bad 
as all the others’. 

3. These excuses seem lame because they are lame.  
But how often do we use similar excuses for why we 
don’t respond to God’s calling in our own lives? 
a. The first excuse revolved around a business deal.  

He had bought a piece of land and needed to check 
it out.  It’s a picture of someone who had placed 
business and success, monetary value and 
accumulation of riches, above the Lord in priority. 

b. The second excuse involved the acquisition of 
possessions as well, but could also be seen as work 
responsibilities.  He had a job to do, he needed to go 
test the oxen.  How many of us have been guilty of 
putting our work responsibilities above the Lord and 
His calling upon our lives? 

c. The third excuse was based upon a family 
relationship.  Family is important, marriages are 
important, but they should never take the place of 
the Lord in our list of priorities.  How often do we use 
our family and other personal relationships as 
excuses for why we don’t respond to the calling God 
has upon our lives. 

d. I’ve spoken to a number of people before that have 
used all three of these types of excuses and more.  
“Oh, I can’t get involved because of my family, my 
kids are too young, my kids are too old, my wife is 
too tired, my husband just isn’t interested”, or “Work 
is just so busy, you know”, or “once I retire then I’ll 
have time to give to the Lord.”   
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e. People use these kinds of excuses all the time when 
it comes to why they are not responding to God’s 
calling upon their life.  They’re just excuses, things 
we use to justify our unwillingness to respond to 
God’s invitation and call.   

4. Let’s look and see how the host responded to these 
excuses and what He does next.  Read with me verses 
21-24 and we’ll wrap this up. 

D. Vs. 21-24 
1. The servant of the host returns and informs the host 

and master of the house that those who had previously 
said they were interested in being part of the event, 
have made other plans and have been asked to be 
excused.   
a. The master of the house was angry when he heard 

that these people had refused the invitation to come 
to the dinner. 

b. Remember, the idea is that they had already 
expressed an interest in coming.  The host was 
planning and preparing for them to come.  It wasn’t 
like they could just save the leftovers in the 
refrigerator. 

c. The host had to know how many people were 
coming so he could ensure he butchered enough 
animals and prepared enough food for everyone.   

d. It was a huge insult and sign of disrespect to say 
that you were coming and then back out after the 
host had made all the provisions for you to come 
and be there. 

2. So in response to the rejection of those first guests, the 
master decides to offer up their place at the table to 
those in the city who had nothing to offer; the poor, the 
maimed, the lame, and the blind (the same people 
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Jesus exhorted the ruler of the Pharisees to invite to 
his house).   

3. After doing so, there was still more room at the table 
for more guests.  So the master of the house instructed 
his servant to go into the highways and hedges. 
a. The wording here suggests going outside the city 

towards the surrounding region.   
b. Specifically, the word “hedges” speaks of a fence or 

hedge bush that was usually surrounding a vineyard.  
For all intents and purposes, it served as a wall or 
partition.  It was equivalent to the middle wall of 
partition spoken of in Ephesians 2:14 
i. There Paul writes how Jesus “Himself is our 

peace, who has made both one, and has broken 
down the middle wall of separation,” (Eph. 2:14) 

ii. This Paul said in reference to how Jesus had 
made both the Jew and the Gentile one in the 
faith.   

4. The servant would have to compel those who were 
outside the city amongst the hedges to come in 
because they would normally never be welcomed at 
such an event.   
a. This was something totally new and would come as 

a shock to these outsiders to think they could come 
and participate in a dinner fellowship like this.  So it 
would take much compelling from the master’s 
servants. 

5. The main goal of the master of the house was to fill His 
house.  He didn’t want a single seat left empty.  It 
didn’t matter where you came from, what your 
background was, whether you were rich or poor, strong 
or weak, lame or blind, all were welcome in the 
master’s house.   
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a. The interpretation of this parable is quite clear to 
understand.  Jesus is speaking about the kingdom of 
God here.  The master of the house is the Lord, the 
dinner party is the marriage supper of the Lamb, a 
glorious celebration of all who are in Christ that will 
take place in heaven.  Those who had initially 
expressed interest in participating in this event, but 
later declined are the Jews and those out in the 
highways and hedges that were welcomed in are the 
Gentiles.  The house where the event takes place is 
heaven.  The servants sent out by the master of the 
house could refer to the prophets or even Jesus 
Christ Himself, whom the Jews rejected. 

6. Jesus final words are quite stinging when we 
understand the heavenly truth portrayed by this 
parable. 
a. He said, “For I say to you that none of those men 

who were invited shall taste my supper.” 
b. The implication is clear, the presumptuous Jew that 

believed all the Jews would sit down and partake in 
this feast together with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
the prophets of old are mistaken.  Those that 
rejected the invitation to come through God’s 
servant and through God’s Son, will not taste of the 
feast God is preparing for those who respond in faith 
to the invitation to come.   

c. Jesus challenged this Jew’s statement and belief 
that all the Jews would partake together in the feast 
of the Lord.  He clearly showed that it will only be 
those who graciously respond to the invitation of 
God’s servant that will be welcomed into the 
master’s house.   

7. And while this parable is directly related to the Jews 
and their rejection of Jesus and the excuses they 
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made for why they didn’t respond to Him, I still think 
there is a warning for us here as well.   
a. We need to make sure we aren’t following in the 

footsteps of the Jews and making excuses for why 
we haven’t responded to the invitation to come to 
God by grace through faith.   

b. The invitation has gone out.  Have you responded?  
Have you rsvp’d for your spot at the dinner table?  
Do not put it off any longer, stop resisting, and yield 
your all to the Lord. 

c. God’s invitation to His banqueting table is the most 
important invitation you will ever receive.  Don’t 
delay.  Stop making excuses.  I promise you will not 
regret responding to God’s invitation. 

V. Conclusion 
A. Looking over this entire study we see a great pattern for 

how we can confront others who are delusional in their 
thinking when it comes to Jesus Christ and God’s plan for 
them. 
1. We confront people with the truth.  We share the truth 

in love.  We do so with great humility.  We bring the 
message to the least and lost and we urge them to 
consider the eternal, not the temporary.  And we 
compel them as best as possible to respond to God’s 
loving invitation. 

2. That the delusional may turn from their ways and 
secure their spot at the table with the Lord.  Amen?  
Amen.  Let’s pray. 


