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Luke 19:28-44 – “The Blessed King”, November 20, 2022 
I. Welcome 

A. Good morning!  Ohaiyou-gozaimasu!  Welcome to 
Calvary Chapel Iwakuni.  As always, it is a blessing to be 
here with you all this morning. 
1. Welcome any new people and those who may be 

streaming content.   
B. Before we continue any further, let’s go ahead and 

dismiss our elementary aged children to their Sunday 
School class.   
1. As well as our Bible English class with Mr. Dan. 

C. This morning we are going to be continuing in our verse 
by verse study through the gospel of Luke.  This 
morning’s portion of Scripture is probably a very familiar 
one for most of us.  This morning we will be looking at the 
“Triumphal Entry” of Jesus into the city of Jerusalem. 
1. This is obviously a huge event in the life and ministry 

of Jesus Christ.  It marks the beginning of Jesus’ final 
week of public ministry prior to Him going to the cross 
for our sins. 

2. It is really the culmination of much of what we have 
been building towards.  In our study of the gospel of 
Luke, way back in chapter 9, we read about how Jesus 
had completed His ministry in Galilee and how it was 
time for Him to be received up, referring to His 
ascension into heaven.   
a. Luke records in Luke 9:51 how “it came to pass, 

when the time had come for Him [Jesus] to be 
received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to 
Jerusalem,” (Lk. 9:51)  

3. Ever since then Jesus has been on a journey towards 
Jerusalem.  A journey that would have Him fulfill His 
Father’s will and complete the mission His Father had 
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given to Him.  To ultimately lay down His life on the 
cross as a substitutionary sacrifice for each and every 
one of us.   

4. Our sins needed to be dealt with, a price needed to be 
paid, and Jesus was sent by the Father to pay that 
price for us.   

5. Everything we’ve read from chapters 10, 11, 12, on up 
to here in chapter 19 have been pointing to this day, to 
this moment, where Jesus would enter into the city of 
Jerusalem presenting Himself as the Passover Lamb 
of God.   

D. But in our study this morning we’re going to note that not 
only was Jesus presenting Himself as the Passover 
Lamb of God, He was also presenting Himself as a king, 
but not just any king, the long awaited King from the line 
of David, the Son of David that was promised to come as 
the Lord’s anointed, God’s Messiah.   

E. Our text this morning is going to be Luke chapter 19 
verses 28-44 and the title of our study is going to be “The 
Blessed King”.   
1. Will you all please rise in honor of the Lord and His 

Word?  I’m going to read our text, in its entirety from 
my Bible, do your best to follow along in your own 
Bible.   

2. Luke continues his account of the life and ministry of 
Jesus Christ detailing for us the events of that fateful 
day in vs. 28… (R & P) 

II. Luke 19:28; Review 
A. Our opening verse begins, “When He had said this” and 

in order to keep the context it is important that we 
understand that the event that follows came about 
directly after what Jesus had just said. 
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1. If you were with us last week, we looked at what Jesus 
had just said.  He had just spoken a parable to the 
people that were traveling through Jericho on their way 
up to Jerusalem. 

2. The parable was the “Parable of the Minas”.  And 
without rehashing all the details of the parable, the 
basic sense of the parable was that people needed to 
be faithful to invest what God had given them.   

3. Jesus gave the parable for two reasons.   
a. One was because He was drawing near to 

Jerusalem and His time of public ministry with them 
was drawing to an end.  His time to invest in them 
and to impart to them His word was about to end. 

b. And two, because people had the wrong idea about 
His coming, thinking that He was going to come and 
immediately set up and establish an earthly 
kingdom.   

4. The parable was used to instruct the people that there 
would actually be a gap of time that would exist prior to 
Him setting up His Kingdom. 
a. It was used to teach the people their need to be 

faithful to share what He had entrusted to each of 
them during His public ministry.  The people were to 
“occupy till He came”, “to do business”, “to be about 
His business while they awaited His return.” 

B. After setting the record straight, Jesus begins His final 
approach to the city of Jerusalem as described in verse 
28.   
1. And as He makes this approach, everything Jesus 

does is going to point to the fact that He is indeed the 
long-awaited King the Jews have been yearning for.  
That He is the Son of David that was promised to 
come; the “anointed One”, the Messiah, the Christ.    
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C. Read with me verses 29-31 as we note one of the first 
indicators that Jesus gave regarding His position as King 
of the Jews.  

III. Luke 19:29-31;  
A. As Jesus drew near to Jerusalem, He and His disciples 

came to the small villages of Bethphage and Bethany. 
1. Not much is known about these two villages other than 

that they were situated on or near the road from 
Jericho to Jerusalem and that they were located on the 
Mt. of Olives.  We do know in addition to this that 
Bethany was the home of Jesus’ close friends; Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus (whom He had raised from the 
dead). 

B. As they arrived Jesus sent two of His disciples to the 
opposite village to find a colt for Jesus to ride upon. 
1. A colt can refer to a young untrained horse or donkey, 

in our portion we know it to be referencing a young 
donkey.   

C. Jesus’ instructions to His disciples were very specific, 
telling them where to find the colt, that it will be tied and 
in need of loosing, that it will be a colt that has never 
been sat upon, and that someone would probably ask 
them why they are loosing the colt and they were simply 
to say “Because the Lord has need of it.”  
1. Whether or not Jesus had previously made 

arrangements with someone is not clear.  It would 
seem that He did so or at the very least He knew the 
owner was a follower of the Lord and would not object 
to the Lord using his young donkey. 

2. Whether Jesus had made prearranged plans or simply 
had the foreknowledge of the owner’s willingness to 
allow this to happen, doesn’t take away from the fact 
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that Jesus had worked out all the behind-the-scenes- 
details of His entry into Jerusalem. 

D. I find it worth noting that Jesus has worked out all the 
behind-the-scenes details for His entry into Jerusalem 
and His presentation as king.  He had everything in 
place, and everything was under His control. 
1. Jesus is the same today as well.  He’s at work behind 

the scenes of our lives and He is in control of life’s 
situations. 

2. He has orchestrated plans and purposes for you and 
me to walk in them.  Good plans; designed for His 
glory and our benefit. 
a. Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the thoughts that I think 

toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and 
not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jer. 
29:11) 

b. Ephesians 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 
(Eph. 2:10) 

c. God’s plans for us are for our good and they’ve been 
prepared beforehand by the Lord who is in control of 
it all. 

3. Let me ask you this question for you to consider this 
morning, “What is God’s plan for you?  What good 
works does He have prepared for you right now?” 

4. And the follow up question is just as important, “Are 
you walking in them?  Are you allowing the Lord to 
lead and guide you in His plan?” 
a. He’s worked out the details and He’s provided all 

that is needed.  “Are you submitted to Him and His 
plan for you?”.   
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5. I hope we can confidently answer that question today.  
That we know what God’s plan is for us and that we 
are being obedient to walk in it one step at a time. 

E. Jesus had everything under control.  All the details were 
worked out.  Everything was in place, so that his disciples 
could successfully bring to Him this colt.   
1. And what was so important about this colt you may be 

wondering? 
2. This colt was just one of the ways in which Jesus was 

presenting Himself as the long-awaited King of the 
Jews. 

3. About 500 years prior to this, during the reign of King 
Darius of Persia, there was a prophet who was a 
leader in the restoration of the nation of Israel following 
the Babylonian Captivity.  His name was Zechariah. 

4. And Zechariah, in speaking to the Jews about how 
God would protect them and reestablish them in the 
land, spoke the following prophecy which is recorded 
in Zechariah chapter 9. 
a. “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout, O 

daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your King is coming 
to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and 
riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  
(Zech. 9:9) 

F. You see, Jesus is doing something way different than 
what He has done for the last 30 some years of His life.  
A major change is taking place here as Jesus plans to 
enter into Jerusalem. 
1. For years the line has been “My hour has not yet 

come”, or “My time has not yet come” 
a. At the wedding in Cana, Mary, Jesus’ mother, 

wanted Jesus to do something about the wine that 
had run out.  Jesus said “What does your concern 
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have to do with me?  My hour has not yet come.” 
(Jn. 2:4) 

b. After Jesus fed the 5,000, John’s gospel tells us that 
Jesus perceived that the multitudes were about to 
come and take Him by force to make Him their king, 
and he had to escape to the mountain. (Jn. 6:15) 

c. His brothers mockingly told Jesus to go up to 
Jerusalem during one of the feasts and present 
Himself to the people, but He dismissed them telling 
them “My time has not yet come” (Jn. 7:6) 

d. When confronting some of the religious leaders and 
exclaiming that they did not know the Father, but 
that He did know the Father and was sent by the 
Father, they sought to take Him, but no one was 
able to lay a hand upon Him because “His hour had 
not yet come”. (Jn. 7:30) 

2. For years, His hour had not yet come, His time had not 
yet come.  But all that is changing now.  His hour has 
come, His time is now.  All the waiting has passed 
and now it is time.   
a. The time has come for Jesus to rightly identify 

Himself as the long-awaited King that was 
prophesied by Zechariah some 500 years ago.   

b. He is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of David that 
will establish a kingdom that will never end.   

3. Paul pleads with us in 2 Corinthians that we not 
receive the grace of God in vain.  “For He says: ‘In an 
acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of 
salvation I have helped you.’  Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 
Co. 6:2) 
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a. Today is the day of salvation.  Now is the time to 
come to a proper understanding of who Jesus is and 
accept Him as Lord and Savior of your life.   

b. The scriptures speak with a sense of urgency 
regarding salvation and the timing of it all because 
we never know when the last time to get this right 
will come.  We need to act now.   

4. Jesus told His disciples that if anyone asks about them 
loosing the colt they were simply to say, “Because the 
Lord has need of it”. 
a. Jesus needed this colt to fulfill this prophecy and to 

point to the fact that He was the king that Zechariah 
prophesied of some 500 years prior to this. 

G. Let’s continue on in our text and see what other evidence 
there was pointing to Jesus as the “Blessed King”.  Read 
verses 32-36 with me. 

IV. Luke 19:32-36;  
A. Verse 32 tells us that the disciples went and as they 

went, they “found it just as He had said to them.” 
1. These disciples, who go unnamed in all four accounts 

of the Triumphal Entry leave behind a wonderful 
example for us to follow.   
a. These two were obedient to follow through with a 

mission that was peculiar to say the least. 
b. How awkward would it be to go and start untying a 

colt and then when someone asks you what you’re 
doing you simply said “The Lord has need of it.”  I 
imagine in my own head the number of ways this 
could have gone way wrong, and yet it didn’t keep 
them from following through with the mission the 
Lord had given to them. 
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c. What about us?  Are we willing to follow through with 
a mission that potentially would put us in an 
awkward situation for the Lord? 
i. Sometimes I feel the Spirit inside me telling me to 

go talk to someone about the Lord, or to share the 
love of Christ with someone, or perhaps to share 
something God has laid upon my heart for 
someone.  

ii. I don’t always follow through.  Sometimes, I let 
fear of a potentially awkward situation keep me 
from stepping out for him. 

d. These guys went and did exactly what was asked of 
them without being concerned with the potentially 
embarrassing and uncomfortable situation. 

e. We ought to follow their example and trust in the 
Lord even during those situations that we feel 
may place us in a potentially awkward or 
embarrassing situation.  Trust that God is in 
control and has worked out the details as we’ve 
already noted 

B. When they returned to Jesus with the colt they laid their 
clothes on the donkey and set Jesus upon the donkey.  
And as Jesus traveled upon the back of this donkey 
many others started removing their outer garments and 
placing them upon the road Jesus was traveling upon. 
1. This interesting detail is yet another piece of 

evidence that should have pointed the people to the 
fact that Jesus was their King. 
a. Back in 2 Kings chapter 9 Elisha the prophet sent a 

messenger to Jehu informing him that the Lord had 
chosen Him to be king over Israel. 

b. That the Lord was going to use him to avenge the 
blood of His servants the prophets, and the blood of 
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all the servants of the Lord that had been shed by 
the hand of the wicked queen Jezebel.  

c. The messenger came and anointed Jehu with oil 
and immediately fled from his presence.  And as 
Jehu walked out from the house he was in, the men 
with him enquired as to what went on.  Hesitantly, 
Jehu explained what the messenger had said to him. 

d. And at that time, we’re told that “each man hastened 
to take his garment and put it under [Jehu] on the 
top of the steps which Jehu was upon and they blew 
trumpets proclaiming “Jehu is King”. (2 Kg. 9:13) 

e. And so, as people did likewise here, removing their 
outer garments and laying them before Jesus, that 
should have been a picture to the Jews: this is a 
king. 

C. But there was more than just that.  Let’s continue in our 
text and we’ll see even more evidence and indicators that 
pointed to Jesus as the King.  Read with me verse 37 & 
38. 

V. Luke 19:37-38;  
A. As Jesus drew near the descent of the Mount of Olives, 

His disciples began praising God and shouting out, 
declaring, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of 
the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
1. The people knew that Jesus was proclaiming Himself 

to be a king; but not just any king.  Their praises are 
very revealing. 

2. What they were saying is actually something that 
comes from the OT book of Psalms.  In Psalm 118 the 
psalmist speaks of the stone which the builders 
rejected and how it has become the chief cornerstone. 
a. Psalm 118:22-26a states, “The stone which the 

builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.  
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This was the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous in our 
eyes.  This is the day the Lord has made; We will 
rejoice and be glad in it.  Save now [Hosanna], I 
pray, O Lord; O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
(Ps. 118:22-26a) 

3. This was a Psalm that spoke of the Messiah, the Son 
of David that would come and save His people.  The 
people would sing of the Messiah: “blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord” 

4. As they proclaim before Jesus, “Blessed is the King 
who comes in the name of the Lord!” they are 
identifying Jesus as the fulfillment of that OT 
prophecy from Psalm 118.   

5. In Matthew’s account of the Triumphal Entry, he 
includes that the multitudes were also saying, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David” (Mt. 21:9) 
a. Even more evidence that lets us know that the 

disciples who were praising Jesus as He made His 
way into the city saw Jesus as the Son of David and 
their King who came in the name of the Lord. 

B. This entire scene as a whole should have reminded the 
people of another king, the son of David who replaced 
David upon his throne. 
1. Back in the opening chapter of 1 Kings when David 

was slowly fading and bed ridden, his son, Adonijah, 
made a power play upon the throne. 

2. To deprive Adonijah the throne, David had Zadok the 
priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of 
Jehoida assist him in establishing Solomon as the 
rightful heir to the throne. 

3. David told these men to take Solomon down to a 
spring east of Jerusalem in the Kidron Valley called 
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Gihon.  They were to anoint him as king there and 
place him on David’s donkey and to blow the horns 
declaring him king. (1 Kings 1:33) 

4. And so back in 1 Kings we read of Solomon, the Son 
of David, riding upon the back of a donkey from the 
east of Jerusalem coming into the city being 
proclaimed as the king. 

5. You see the very son of David that sat upon David’s 
throne, Solomon, pictures for us this very scene we 
read about here in Luke.   
a. The description of Solomon’s coronation as king was 

a shadow of something that was going to take place 
over 900 years from then as Jesus, the Son of 
David, the Messiah, came in from the east of 
Jerusalem entering into the city upon the back of a 
donkey. 

C. Everywhere you look you see pictures of Jesus 
proclaiming himself to be king, proclaiming to be the 
Messiah.   
1. From the riding on a donkey, to the spreading of their 

garments, to the shouts of praise as He entered into 
Jerusalem.  All pointed to one thing: Jesus is the long-
awaited King of the Jews. 

D. While there was a great multitude excited about all that 
was happening there was one particular group that was 
not so happy with this outward display of Jesus’ 
proclamation as king.  Let’s read verses 39 & 40.   

VI. Luke 19:39-40;  
A. As all of this was unfolding, the Pharisees took notice 

and came out to Jesus and tried to rebuke Jesus. 
1. The Pharisees knew very well what was implied by the 

riding in on the donkey, the garments spread out, and 
the praises that were being sung unto Jesus.   
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2. They knew that Jesus was making a claim to be their 
Messiah. 
a. But the Pharisees had already chosen to refuse 

Christ, to refuse their Messiah.  They have been 
plotting for some time now to put an end to, not only 
Jesus’ ministry, but His very life. 

b. Their consternation towards Jesus was further 
evidence of Jesus’ presentation as king.  They 
wouldn’t have cared at all what the people were 
saying unless they felt threatened by Jesus’ 
presentation and all that was taking place.  They 
were well aware of what all these things meant. 

B. When they came on scene as Jesus was descending the 
mountain, they called out to Jesus to have Him rebuke 
His disciples.  They wanted to shut Jesus up and they 
wanted to shut up any who would proclaim the praises of 
Jesus. 
1. You know that’s still going on today.  We don’t 

necessarily have Pharisees walking around, but there 
are all sorts of people out there that want to shut up 
any and all that want to share the praises of Jesus 
Christ. 

2. Don’t be surprised if, as you share Christ, you 
encounter road blocks.  You encounter the same spirit 
of these Pharisees that we’re fearful of losing their 
power and their control as the religious leaders of that 
day.  

3. That same spirit is alive in all those that want to shut 
up Jesus and those that speak of Him.   
a. When you strip it down to the reality of the matter, 

you see that it is people’s struggle with losing power 
and control over their own life.   
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4. That is why they don’t like to hear about Jesus, 
because surrendering to Jesus and acknowledging 
Him and praising Him as Lord and Savior means 
having to give up power and control over your life and 
living according to God’s Word.   

5. People don’t want to give up their perceived power 
over their own life. Their own will to do and say 
whatever they want.  And so, when people speak of 
Jesus, it creates in them a fear of losing that power, 
losing that control and they don’t want to hear about it. 

6. That’s exactly where the Pharisees were at.  They 
didn’t want to give up their power and control to Jesus 
and they wanted to put an end to the scene as quick 
as possible. 

7. Jesus replied to them and told them, “I tell you that if 
these should keep silent, the stones would immediately 
cry out.” 
a. Jesus said, hey if this choir of praise and rejoicing 

were to be silenced, I’ve got a rock band that would 
pick up right where they left off.   

b. If His people would not recognize Him and praise 
Him, creation itself would start shouting out His 
praise.  Amazing… 

C. Let’s look to these final verses and wrap up our text here 
in verses 41-44. 

VII. Luke 19:41-44;  
A. As Jerusalem comes into view and nearly everyone all 

around Jesus is rejoicing and celebrating, Jesus wept.   
1. The word translated here “wept” does not mean simply 

to shed a few tears.  It implies wailing and lamenting 
and every external expression of grief.  It is like an 
uncontrollable sobbing, a flooding of emotions to the 
point of overwhelming tears. 
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B. Why did Jesus weep? Three reasons are alluded to here 
in this text. 
1. Jesus wept because they didn’t know what made for 

their peace 
a. The people so longed for peace.   
b. Here they have the Prince of Peace coming down to 

them and they don’t even understand the peace that 
He can offer. 

c. When Christ was born the angels declared “Glory to 
God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill 
toward men!” (Lk. 2:14) 

d. But because the people are going to reject their 
Messiah, they will not have the opportunity for peace 
on earth. 

e. Notice how in their own words in verse 38 this is 
alluded to.  Glory is still given to God in the highest, 
but peace on earth has been replaced with peace in 
heaven. 

f. Warren Wiersbe said this in his commentary, 
“Because the King was rejected, there could be no 
peace on earth. Instead, there would be constant 
bitter conflict between the kingdom of God and the 
kingdom of evil. There would be no peace on earth 
but, thanks to Christ’s work on the cross, there is 
“peace with God” in heaven. The appeal today is, 
“Be ye reconciled to God!” 

g. If you’re looking for peace on earth, you’re going to 
be sadly disappointed.  We need to long for peace 
with God in heaven.  Our peace does not come 
from earth, but from the Lord and through the Prince 
of Peace, Jesus Christ. 

2. Jesus wept because He knew their future destruction 
was coming. 
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a. In verses 43 and 44 Jesus speaks of an attack upon 
Jerusalem that will not leave one stone upon 
another.  The type of attack was going to be a 
complete cutoff of supply that would cause not just 
the lives of soldiers but all of its citizens. 

b. The fulfillment of these words happened in less than 
forty years from when Jesus spoke them. 
i. For in 66AD the Jews revolted against Roman 

control trying to acquire the peace they so 
desperately longed for.   

ii. Three years later Titus, son of the Roman 
Emperor Vespasian, was sent to crush the 
rebellion.  Roman soldiers attacked Jerusalem 
and broke through the northern wall but still 
couldn’t take the city.   

iii. Finally, they laid siege to it, just like Jesus 
described, and in 70AD they were able to enter 
the severely weakened city and burn it and the 
temple down to the ground.   

iv. Historical records indicate that over 600,000 Jews 
were killed during Titus’ onslaught. (Life 
Application Bible Commentary) 

c. Jesus knew that this was coming to them and it 
made Him weep uncontrollably.   

3. Lastly Jesus wept because they didn’t know that this 
was their day, that this was the time of their visitation. 
a. Jesus said, “If you had known, even you, especially 

in this your day, the things that make for your 
peace!” and He also mentions that they didn’t know 
the time of their visitation.   

b. This day was special.  Something about this day 
was something that the people of Jerusalem should 
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have known about.  Jesus expected them to know 
the significance and importance of this very day.   

c. For years it was “My time has not yet come”, “My 
hour has not yet come”, but all that changed on this 
exact day.  This was their day, the day of their 
visitation and they should have known.   

d. Jesus expected them to know, but why?  Why did 
He expect them to know.  Because the prophets 
foretold the coming of this exact day.   

C. In the book of Daniel, we read of how the angel Gabriel 
met with the prophet Daniel and informed him of the time 
when Messiah would come and then be cut off.  You may 
want to turn to Daniel chapter 9 here.   
1. Gabriel declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, I have now 

come forth to give you skill to understand.  At the 
beginning of your supplications the command went out, 
and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly 
beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand 
the vision: Seventy weeks [or literally sevens; seventy 
sevens] are determined For your people and for your 
holy city, To finish the transgression, To make an end 
of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in 
everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and 
prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy.  Know 
therefore and understand, That from the going forth of 
the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until 
Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks [or 
literally seven sevens] and sixty-two weeks [again 
sixty-two sevens]; The street shall be built again, and 
the wall, Even in troublesome times.  And after the 
sixty-two weeks [sevens] Messiah shall be cut off, but 
not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to 
come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  The 
end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the 
war desolations are determined.” (Dan. 9:22b-26)   
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2. This portion of scripture and the prophecy associated 
with it is commonly referred to as “Daniel’s 70 Week 
Prophecy”.   
a. But the word “week” does not necessary refer to a 

seven day period.  The literal translation of the 
Hebrew word used here, “shabua” [shaw-boo-ah], is 
sevens; and refers to any set of seven. 

b. Think of it like our modern-day use of the English 
word “dozen”.  When we say a dozen, we know 
we’re talking about a set of 12 items.  Likewise, in 
Hebrew, when we use the word “shabua” we know 
we are speaking about a set of 7 things.  Here in our 
text it is referring to time increments. 

c. Though it says weeks in our translation, referring to 
a set of seven “days”, I’m going to suggest to you 
that the use of the word “shabua” is not in reference 
to a set of seven “days”, but seven “years”.   
i. It is the only increment of time that makes any 

sense.  As we’ll note, later on in verse 25, this 
prophecy speaks of Messiah the Prince and we all 
know that is a reference to Jesus Christ.  

ii. Seven years is the only time increment that 
makes any sense in regard to Jesus Christ and 
the Messiah. 

3. Vs. 25 is where I want to draw your attention. (Read 
again) (Dan. 9:25) 
a. Gabriel wanted Daniel to know and understand 

something about a timeframe that involved Messiah 
the Prince.   
i. Now we already read how Gabriel had given 

Daniel the skill to understand in verse 22. 
ii. Understanding this prophecy was of the utmost 

importance.  Daniel is given skill to understand by 
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Gabriel in verse 22, he’s told to consider the 
matter, and understand the vision in verse 23, and 
here again in verse 25 he’s told, “know therefore 
and understand.” 

iii. Do you think God expected Daniel to understand 
the vision?  Absolutely, without any doubt 
whatsoever.  Daniel was to know and understand 
exactly what this prophecy meant.   

iv. I submit to you that God’s people, the Jews, as 
the recipients of Daniel’s prophecy should have 
known and understood this prophecy as well. 

b. Verse 25 speaks of a timetable that begins with a 
decree, a command that goes forth, to restore and 
build Jerusalem and it culminates with Messiah the 
Prince.   
i. The timeframe is seven weeks, or again seven 

“sevens” and sixty-two weeks, or sixty-two 
“sevens”; it’s that same Hebrew word used 
throughout this text, the word “shabua”. 

ii. During said timeframe the street or open square 
shall be built and the wall, even in troublesome 
times.   

iii. What we have here is a time marker given for the 
Messiah.  From the going forth of a decree to 
restore and build Jerusalem there will be 69 
sevens until the Messiah.   

iv. So, if we could find out when that decree went 
forth, we could then start our prophetic stopwatch 
and count out the 69 sevens and it should end 
with a presentation of Messiah the Prince. 

c. The Bible records for us four different decrees that 
went forth regarding the Jewish people going back 
to Jerusalem to rebuild. 
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i. There are three decrees recorded for us in the 
book of Ezra, in chapters 1, 6, & 7, and one 
recorded for us in the book of Nehemiah chapter 
2.  Each one taking place at different times in 
history. 

d. But when you look closely at these decrees you will 
come to find that only one of the four decrees fits the 
description and details given to Daniel in chapter 9.   
i. Look at verse 25 again, the command was about 

restoring and building Jerusalem, specifically 
mentioning the streets, or open squares, and the 
wall. 

ii. The first three decrees in the book of Ezra only 
dealt with the building of the house of the Lord; 
the temple.  None of the decrees given to us in 
Ezra fit the description given here. 

iii. Only Nehemiah’s decree fits the description 
regarding restoring and building the city of 
Jerusalem and the walls. 

iv. Nehemiah 2 tells us of the conversation that took 
place between King Artaxerxes and his cupbearer 
Nehemiah.  Nehemiah was sad in the presence of 
the king and when the king sought reason for 
Nehemiah’s sad countenance, he told him about 
the reports he had heard about the city of 
Jerusalem and how it still lied in ruins. 

v. Artaxerxes asked what should be done and this is 
how Nehemiah responded, “’If it pleases the king, 
let letters be given to me for the governors of the 
region beyond the River, that they must permit me 
to pass through till I come to Judah, and a letter to 
Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he must 
give me timber to make beams for the gates of the 
citadel which pertains to the temple, for the city 
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wall, and for the house that I will occupy.’  And the 
king granted them to me according to the good 
hand of my God upon me.” (Neh. 2:7-8) 

vi. And if you’re familiar with Nehemiah’s account of 
building the walls you know that it was also done 
during troublesome times, as the workers would 
with one hand work at construction and with the 
other hand held a weapon. (Neh. 4:17) 

e. So, according to Daniel from the moment 
Nehemiah’s decree went out we could then start the 
prophetic stopwatch and count out 69 “sevens” and 
it would end in the appearance of the Messiah.   
i. Scripture tells us that Nehemiah’s decree went 

forth in the month of Nisan in the 20th year of King 
Artaxerxes.  (Neh. 2:1)  

ii. History tells us that his father, Xerxes I, died in the 
year 465 BC on our Gregorian calendar.  If there 
was not a time of coregency, then Artaxerxes’ 20th 
year would have been the year 445 BC.   

f. Now, we’re going to do a little computation here; just 
a little math.   
i. For me, I love math, I was a math teacher before 

joining the ministry full time and anytime I can 
bring a little math into our study it's a plus.  

ii. But I know that not everyone has a love affair with 
math.  For some of you the mere mention of the 
word sends tingles down your spine and brings 
back painful memories of yester years. 

iii. So, I’ll try to keep it simple and show my work.   
iv. If we are to count down from this decree 69 

“sevens” we have to do a little math.  69 x 7 = 
483.  Now remember, I suggested that the sevens 
represented not groups of seven days, but seven 
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years.  So the 69 “sevens” would equate to 483 
years.   

g. One problem we have to work around is the use of 
different calendars.  The 445 BC start date is based 
upon our Gregorian calendar, but many suggest that 
scripture, and biblical prophecy more often relates to 
a 12-month year consisting of 30 days in each 
month. 
i. This of course doesn’t mean that the earth’s orbit 

of the sun is going to speed up or change, it just 
simply means that there is evidence to suggest 
the prophetic year is a measure of time related to 
a 360-day year.   

h. Now, we have to do a little more math.  But don’t 
worry, I’m going to give you the answers.  If we take 
the 483 years and convert them to days based upon 
a 360-day year, we come up with 173,880 days. 
(483 x 360 = 173,880) 
i. Now if we take the Gregorian calendar date of 445 

BC and count out 173,880 days from the month of 
Nisan (our March-April timeframe) we would find 
ourselves in the spring, in the Jewish month of 
Nisan, in the year 32 AD, right before the Jewish 
festival of Passover.    

ii. Based upon Daniel’s prophecy, the countdown of 
these days would lead not only to a presentation 
of Messiah, but also a time where He would 
subsequently be cut-off.   

iii. It is my belief that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem is a 
fulfillment of the 69 weeks of years.  From the 
moment the decree went forth from Artaxerxes in 
Nehemiah chapter 2 a countdown began 
culminating on this exact day where Jesus 
presents Himself as the Messiah.  173,880 days 
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after Artaxerxes decree went forth, Jesus 
presented Himself as the Messiah, the King of the 
Jews. 

i. I believe and submit to you today, that Jesus’ 
“Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem was a fulfillment of 
Daniel’s prophecy and that Daniel knew and 
understood this, and the Jews should have known 
and understood this. 

j. The rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem was a 
monumental day in the history of the nation of Israel.  
It was a day everyone should have remembered. 
i. In Jeremiah 16 the Lord spoke through the 

prophet Jeremiah telling the people of Israel about 
how they will no longer be referred to as the 
people whom the Lord brought out of the land of 
Egypt, but they will be known as the people the 
Lord brought up from the land of the north as they 
returned from captivity in Babylon. (Jer. 16:14-15) 

ii. This return to Jerusalem was a HUGE ordeal.  It 
was what was to define them as a nation.  No 
longer were they the people brought up out of 
Egypt, but they are the people whom God brought 
back into the land from Babylon.   

iii. This would be a very important day in the history 
of the nation.  And we remember important dates 
in the history of our nations. 
• As Americans we know what happened on July 

4th, 1776, it’s a date that defines us.   
• As Marines, many of you know what happened 

on November 10th, 1775; it’s a date that defines 
you.   

• The decree given to Nehemiah to go and 
rebuild the city of Jerusalem was that kind of a 
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date.  A date they all should have known; it was 
part of their history, part of what defined them. 

k. That is why Jesus wept over the city.  Because they 
failed to realize that the prophet Daniel had given to 
them the exact day in which he would arrive and 
present Himself as Messiah.   

l. They did not know that this was “their day”, they did 
not know the time of their visitation. 

4. The Scriptures had foretold this day.  Daniel had given 
them a time marker to count down until the days of the 
Messiah and they should have known. 

D. But I must also remind you that there still remains one 
final week of Daniel’s prophecy.  There were 70 weeks of 
years in all.  69 weeks of years have passed, but one 
seven-year period still remains for the nation of Israel and 
its holy city of Jerusalem. 
1. I believe that time is referring to what we read about in 

the book of Revelation from chapter 6-19, what is 
referred to as the 7-year Tribulation period.   

2. A time where God’s wrath is poured out upon a Christ 
rejecting world.   

3. Trust me when I say, you don’t want to be around to 
experience that for yourselves.  But don’t be lulled to 
sleep thinking that the day won’t come.  For just as the 
Jews were forewarned and told about Jesus’ first 
coming, we too have been told and forewarned about 
what is to come at His second coming. 

4. His second coming and the Tribulation will be a 
dangerous time, a time of wide-spread death and 
destruction, famine and plagues, chaos and cosmic 
disturbances along with great earthquakes.  It isn’t 
anything we would ever want to be part of. 
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5. And by God’s grace, I do not believe we’ll have to as 
believers.  For I believe the Scriptures attest to the fact 
that before the Tribulation comes, Jesus will first 
descend to the clouds with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.   

6. “And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And thus we 
shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one 
another with these words.” (1 Thes. 4:16-18) 

7. I believe that the rapture of the church will take place 
prior to the final week of Daniel, the 7-year period of 
Tribulation; that we will not have to go through that 
final week, but we will be spared from it. 

8. But that only applies to those who are believers this 
day.  If you have not surrendered your life to Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior of your life, than you will face 
the wrath of God for rejecting His Son.   

9. Be confident, that just as God spoke through Daniel of 
the coming of Jesus Christ the first time, God’s word 
assures us He is coming again a second time.   
a. Let’s make sure we are living our lives in such a way 

so that we are ready for Him when He comes for 
us.  That we won’t make the same mistake the Jews 
did in missing the day of our visitation.   

b. Get right with the Lord today, and be ready for Him 
when He comes calling for us.  Amen?  Amen! 

E. Let’s pray.    


