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Luke 20:9-19 – “The Authority of Christ”, December 4, 2022 
I. Welcome and Review 

A. Good morning!  Ohaiyou-gozaimasu!  Welcome to 
Calvary Chapel Iwakuni.  What a blessing it is to gather 
together and worship our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
1. Welcome any new people and those who may be 

streaming content.   
B. Before we continue any further, let’s go ahead and 

dismiss our elementary aged children to their Sunday 
School class.   
1. As well as our Bible English class with Mr. Dan. 

C. This morning we are going to continue through our study 
of the gospel of Luke.  So, if you have your Bible with 
you, would you please open it up to Luke chapter 20? 
1. If you don’t have a Bible with you this morning, feel 

free to reach down and borrow one of the Bibles that 
are placed under some of the chairs around you.   
a. I do believe it important for us all to be able to follow 

along in the Word as we go through it, verse by 
verse.   

2. Also, at the close of our time together, we are going to 
set aside a few minutes to come to the Lord’s Table 
remembering what He did for us through the 
observation of communion.   
a. This is something we do as a church periodically; 

usually the first Sunday of each month.  It is 
important that we always remember what Christ did 
for us in laying down His life for us and establishing 
a new covenant that resulted in grace being poured 
out upon us.   
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D. Now, we’ve been in the gospel of Luke for quite some 
time now.  We began our study back in April of 2021 and 
we probably won’t finish it until early next year.   
1. But, in my defense Luke is the longest of the four 

gospel accounts and is in fact the longest book of the 
New Testament.  So, it shouldn’t be too big of a 
surprise that it has taken us this long to get through it.   

2. The gospel of Luke is broken up into four major parts. 
a. The first part of His gospel focused upon the 

introduction of Jesus as the Son of Man in chapters 
1-4. 

b. The second part highlighted the ministry of the Son 
of Man from chapter 4 through to chapter 9. 

c. The third part dealt with the rejection of the Son of 
Man from the end of chapter 9 all the way up 
through half of chapter 19. 

d. And the fourth and final part, from chapter 19 
through to the end of the book, centers upon the 
crucifixion and resurrection of the Son of Man.  It 
highlights for us Jesus’ final week in Jerusalem 
leading up to the cross where He would lay down 
His life for the sins of humanity.   

E. Now two weeks ago, we started the fourth and final major 
portion of Luke’s account.   
1. This final part of the gospel, began with the account of 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into the city of Jerusalem on 
the first day of the week, a Sunday.  And we covered 
that in detail two weeks ago. 

2. And then last week, we looked at some of the events 
that took place on Monday and early Tuesday of that 
fateful week.   
a. We covered the cleansing of the temple that 

occurred on Monday and then looked at the 
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questioning of Jesus by the religious authorities, the 
members of the Jewish Sanhedrin, that wanted to 
know two things from Jesus. 
i. Number 1, they wanted to know by what authority 

Jesus did the things He did.  And number 2, they 
wanted to know who gave Him that authority.   

b. Now, instead of immediately answering the 
questions of the religious leaders, Jesus proposed a 
question to them first.  Stating that He would answer 
their question, if they, in fact, would answer His. 

c. Jesus asked the religious leaders about the ministry 
of John the Baptist.  He wanted to know if they 
believed the baptism of John was from heaven or 
from men.   

d. So, the religious leaders gathered themselves 
together and reasoned amongst themselves and 
came to the understanding that if they said it was 
from God, then Jesus would ask them why they 
didn’t believe him, and if they said that it was from 
men then the people would revolt against them 
because the people all believed that John the 
Baptist was a prophet sent by the Lord. 

e. And so, they answered, “We do not know”, or ‘we 
cannot say”.  Therefore Jesus told them, “Neither 
will I tell you, by what authority I do these things.” 
(Lk. 20:8) 

F. And that is where we pick up our account today.  Jesus is 
still there in Jerusalem, in the temple area.  It’s still 
Tuesday, and Jesus is going to take this opportunity to 
speak truth to those discerning ears that were listening in 
on all that was taking place there in the temple. 
1. Our text this morning is going to be Luke chapter 20 

verses 9-19, and the title of our message is going to be 
“The Authority of Christ”. 
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2. Will you all please rise to your feet in honor of God and 
His holy Word?   

3. I’m going to read our text from my Bible, the NKJV of 
the Bible, do your best to follow along in your own 
Bible.  Luke continues his account with the following in 
chapter 20 verse 9… (R & P) 

II. Outline; 
A. For those of you who like to outline our text and jot down 

notes, we’re going to break up our text into two major 
sections. 
1. The first major section is going to deal with a parable 

concerning the authority of Christ and is found in 
verses 9-16 in addition to verse 19. 

2. And the second major section is going to deal with a 
prophecy concerning the authority of Christ.  And that 
is found in verses 17 & 18. 

B. So, let’s go ahead and jump back into the first major part 
of our text dealing with this parable concerning the 
authority of Christ.  And the first thing we want to note are 
all the details regarding the giving of the parable.  Read 
with me verses 9-15. 

III. Luke 20:9-15; The Giving of the Parable 
A. Now, before we get into this parable, I want to first lay 

some solid groundwork for how to best understand and 
learn from parables within the Scriptures. 
1. Quite simply, a parable is an earthly story that conveys 

a heavenly truth.  It’s a very simple way to think of 
parables within the Scriptures. 

2. A parable contains something that the people would 
easily and readily recognize in the physical realm, that 
would then be used as a picture or symbol of a truth in 
the spiritual realm. 
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3. Now, as we go through a parable, it’s important that we 
keep to the three basic steps of good, solid, Bible 
study.   
a. We start with making observations.  We read 

through the parable and note all the different 
elements that are involved.  We’re not so concerned 
with the meaning of things here in this first initial 
step, our main goal is to simply make observations 
of all the facts presented. 

b. After we’ve made all the different observations, we 
then move on to interpretation, where we start to 
seek after the meaning of all the different 
observations we’ve made.   
i. A good rule of thumb is to allow Scripture to 

interpret Scripture. 
ii. That is, we need to look to what the rest of the 

Scriptures have to say about certain topics and 
ideas we may feel the Lord is talking about within 
the parable. 

c. After we’ve made our observations, and after we’ve 
figured out the meaning of these observations, we 
then move to application. 
i. What does the text mean to the original audience 

and how does that apply to us today?   
4. And as always, whenever doing any sort of Bible 

study, we need to understand the surrounding context 
and the setting in which the parable was given.  
Parables were often given in response to certain 
situations and events that had just taken place. 
a. The fact that this parable is shared in Matthew and 

Mark’s gospel will help us in this regard as well as 
we will be able to gather all the facts regarding this 
parable from these three different resources.  
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B. Now, with those basic steps in place, let’s jump into this 
parable that Jesus teaches to the people who were 
gathered there in the temple.   

C. We know and understand the immediate context.  We 
just covered the previous text last week where the 
religious leaders came and asked questions about Jesus’ 
authority in verses 1-8. 
1. This parable was given immediately after Jesus’ 

interaction with the religious leaders for verse 9 follows 
up that text with, “Then He [Jesus] began to tell the 
people this parable.” 

2. So, this parable was shared right after Jesus was 
questioned about His authority, where it came from 
and who gave it to Him.  I believe this will be important 
in our understanding of the parable. 

D. But before we get to that, let’s make some observations 
and identify the key components mentioned in the 
parable. 
1. The parable begins in verse 9 describing a certain man 

that planted a vineyard. 
a. The parallel accounts in Matthew and Mark’s gospel 

tell us a little more details about this vineyard.  How 
this certain man set a hedge around the vineyard, 
dug a winepress in it, and even built a tower within 
the vineyard. (Mt. 21:33a) 
i. A hedge would be used to mark out it’s allotted 

space.  A winepress is what would be needed in 
order for the fruit of the vine to be processed into 
wine.  And a tower would be used as a lookout 
against anything that could potentially be 
dangerous or harmful to the vineyard. 
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2. Verse 9 also says that the man who planted the 
vineyard leased it to some vinedressers and went into 
a far county for a long time. 
a. This was typical of how things ran back in the day, 

and even to some degree still today.   
b. Usually the landowners weren’t farmers, but would 

find for themselves tenant farmers to work their 
fields.   

c. There would be an agreed upon contract between 
them that designated a certain portion of the crop 
was to be paid as rent and that at harvest time the 
owners would send agents to come collect the 
agreed upon amount of produce as rent. 

3. In verses 10-12 we are introduced to a number of 
servants that were sent by the landowner to receive 
some of the fruit of the vineyard because it was the 
time of the harvest; it was vintage-time. 
a. The first servant was sent to the vinedressers, and 

he was beaten by them and sent away empty 
handed. 

b. A second servant was then sent, and he too was 
beaten by the vinedressers and was even treated 
shamefully, meaning that they did not honor him, but 
instead insulted him and treated him with contempt.  
Eventually the vinedressers sent him away empty 
handed as well.   

c. A third servant was sent, and they wounded him, 
and cast him out just like they had done the previous 
two. 

d. Each of the servants were treated horribly by the 
vinedressers.   
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i. In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus is recorded as saying 
that the vinedressers took the servants and beat 
one, killed one, and stoned the other. (Mt. 21:35) 

4. In verses 13-15 we are introduced to another main 
component of this parable and that’s the beloved son 
of the landowner.   
a. Mark’s gospel tells us specifically that not only was 

this son beloved, but he was also the only son of the 
owner.  (Mk. 12:6) 

b. The landowner thought that if He sent his one and 
only beloved son, that they may respect Him and 
treat Him differently than the other servants.   

c. But the vinedressers did not respect the beloved 
son, but instead decided to kill the son in hopes that 
they may receive His inheritance. 
i. Back then, a piece of land could be possessed 

lawfully by whoever claimed it first if it went 
unclaimed by an heir within a certain period of 
time.   

ii. This was obviously the intention of the 
vinedressers, they wanted control over the 
vineyard and so they took out the only person that 
would be able to make a claim against it.   

5. Those are the basic observations of the text.  Now, 
let’s turn to interpretation and see if we can’t figure out 
what Jesus means by saying this parable.   

E. We want to go through the text again and try to properly 
identify the meaning behind the different elements of the 
parable.   
1. Going back up to the top in verse 9 we once again 

come to the man who planted the vineyard.  This man 
is symbolic of God.  God is the owner of the vineyard; 
He owns it all.   
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2. Now the vineyard is a picture of the house of Israel. 
3. And we know that the owner is symbolic of God and 

the vineyard is a picture of the house of Israel based 
upon what the Scriptures tell us in Isaiah chapter 5. 
a. Turn with me to the book of Isaiah chapter 5.  There 

in the book of Isaiah we have a very similar 
description of the situation before us here in Luke 
chapter 20.   

b. Read verses 1-7 with me.  (Read) 
c. See the parallels between Isaiah chapter 5 and the 

parable here in Luke chapter 20?   
i. Verse 7 of Isaiah 5 says quite clearly that the 

vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of 
Israel. (Isa. 5:7a) 

4. So we know that the man who planted the vineyard is 
the Lord and the vineyard speaks of the house of 
Israel. 
a. And of course that’s exactly how Psalms 80:8 

describes the work God has done through Israel, 
how God “brought a vine out of Egypt; and cast out 
the nations, and planted it.”  

5. Also in verse 9 we have the vinedressers.  The 
vinedressers represent the religious leaders that were 
given the responsibility of caring for the house of 
Israel. 
a. The immediate context helps lead us to this 

understanding seeing as how Jesus shared this 
parable right after the religious leaders questioned 
Jesus about His authority. 

b. And if there was any doubt as to this interpretation, 
the end of our text confirms the identity of the 
vinedressers for in verse 19 we read of how the 
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religious leaders, the chief priests and the scribes, 
knew that Jesus spoke this parable against them.   

c. So, the fact that the religious leaders clearly 
understood themselves to be the vinedressers, lets 
us know that this is so.   

6. What about the servants in verses 10-12?  Well, the 
servants are representative of the prophets that God 
sent to the house of Israel. 
a. Again, we know this because of what Scripture 

confirms to us.   
b. Time and time again throughout the Scriptures, the 

house of Israel repeatedly rejected the prophets, the 
messengers that God sent to her, not only rejecting 
them and not listening to them, but beating them, 
stoning them, and even killing them.   

c. Jesus said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who 
kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
her!” (Mt. 23:37a) 

d. Stephen also in the book of Acts testified against the 
house of Israel and their treatment of God’s 
prophets stating, “You stiff-necked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears!  You always resist 
the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.  
Which of the prophets did your fathers not 
persecute?  And they killed those who foretold the 
coming of the Just One, of whom you now have 
become the betrayers and murderers,”.  (Acts. 7:51-
52) 

e. So, it’s clear to see that the servants are pictures of 
God’s prophets sent to the house of Israel, 
interestingly enough the last prophet God sent prior 
to Jesus was none other than John the Baptist, and 
true to form, he too was killed by the religious 
leaders of the house of Israel.   
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7. Well, that leaves us with the one and only beloved son 
in verses 13-15.  Which we know is of course speaking 
of God’s one and only beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
a. Jesus Christ was sent to the house of Israel to lead 

them in bearing fruit worthy of repentance.  But the 
religious leaders would have nothing to do with 
Jesus.   

b. Instead of receiving Him as one sent by the Father, 
they instead plotted out ways to kill Him in hopes to 
keep whatever perceived power they had. 

c. The fact that the vinedressers cast out the beloved 
son and killed him in the parable was a 
foreshadowing of what they would do with Jesus. 
i. For Jesus would be rejected by the religious 

leaders, cast outside the city walls, and crucified 
for the sins of all humanity. 

ii. Hebrews 13:11-13 tells us that just as the 
sacrifices (whose blood atones for sin) were 
carried outside the camp, Jesus too—that He 
might sanctify all people by His blood, suffered 
outside the gate, rejected by His own people but 
placed outside the camp for all of us to have 
access to. (Heb. 13:12) 

d. This parable was foreshadowing what was about to 
take place in just a few days’ time.  When the 
religious leaders would reject Jesus and have Him 
crucified upon the cross of Calvary. 

8. As we look at this parable and begin to understand 
what the meaning of it was, we come to find that Jesus 
was revealing the answer to the question regarding His 
authority.   
a. Here Jesus reveals through this parable that His 

authority comes from heaven.  It comes from His 
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Father.  He had the right to do what He was doing 
because He is the Son of God, and God gave Him 
the authority to do so.   

F. The end of verse 15 leaves us with a question regarding 
what the owner of the vineyard will do to the 
vinedressers.   
1. Understanding the identity of these characters, we 

understand that the question is a very serious one.  
What will God do to the religious leaders for the way in 
which they treated His prophets and ultimately how 
they treated His only begotten Son killing Him to try 
and secure their own power.   

G. Let’s read the response to the parable and in so doing 
we’ll come to the proper understanding of the application 
of this parable.  Read with me verse 16 and verse 19.   

IV. Luke 20:16 & 19; The Response to the Parable 
A. Jesus asked the question at the end of verse 15 and then 

provided the answer to His own question at the beginning 
of verse 16.   
1. In response to the question of what the owner of the 

vineyard will do, Jesus stated, “He will come and 
destroy those vinedressers and give the vineyard to 
others.” 

B. We are here introduced to a new element of the parable.  
Who are these others that God will lease his vineyard to?   
1. The vineyard represented the house of Israel.  But not 

just the people or the place, but the special bond that 
God had towards them.  The special relationship He 
shared with them.   

2. The house of Israel had failed to fulfill the purposes for 
which God had established them as a special people 
unto the Lord.  They failed to bring forth the fruit that 
God was desiring the nation to produce.   
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3. And so, what will He do?  He will take away the 
privileges, the opportunities, and He will give them to 
others; specifically, I think Jesus is speaking about the 
Gentiles and His church.   

4. You see, the others represent you and me; who are 
part of the church.  God is looking for us to render to 
Him the fruits that the house of Israel failed to produce.   

5. The application for us is that we don't’ make the same 
mistake as the nation of Israel.  The nation of Israel 
was expected to bear fruit for the Lord. To be faithful 
stewards of His vineyard.   

6. If we want to continue to experience the privileged 
position of stewards of God’s vineyard, His special 
relationship with us, then we need to make sure that 
we remain connected to Him and bear the kind of fruit 
He is expecting from us. 

7. We need to receive Christ and make sure we abide in 
Him and bear much fruit.  Unless we abide in Christ 
we have no possible way to produce the kind of fruit 
that God is seeking after.   
a. Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches.  

He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing.” (Jn. 15:5) 

b. In and of ourselves we can do nothing.  But as we 
stick close to Jesus, and abide in Him, He will work 
in us, and bear much fruit through us.   

c. It isn’t a matter of us trying our hardest to bear fruit.  
Our responsibility is to simply abide in Him and let 
Him cultivate the kind of fruit He is desiring in us and 
through us.   

C. Back to our text.  When Jesus spoke of giving the 
vineyard to others, the religious leaders responded in 
verse 16, “Certainly not!”, or “God forbid”, or “May it 
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never be” depending upon which translation you are 
reading from. 
1. The idea of God’s favored position being given to 

another was preposterous in the eyes of the Jews.  
They couldn’t even fathom such an absurdity.   

2. That God would turn to the Gentiles and offer them the 
same kind of affection, and love, and compassion that 
He did to them was something they considered 
impossible.   

3. But that is exactly what He did.  Through Jesus Christ, 
the veil was torn and access to God was made 
available to any and all who would come to Him by 
faith; whether Jew or Gentile.   

D. But instead of submitting to the authority of Jesus Christ 
and receiving the son, the religious leaders rejected 
Jesus and sought to lay hands on Him according to verse 
19.   
1. They knew that Jesus had spoken this parable against 

them, and instead of humbling themselves and 
repenting of their sin and their unfaithfulness, they 
willfully remained in their rebellion and sin, and 
continued to plot against Jesus and to look for 
opportunities to kill Him just as Jesus explained they 
would in the parable. 

2. It’s incredible to consider how blind they were to their 
own sinful actions.   

3. The religious leaders had a choice to make, whether to 
receive Christ or reject Him.  We too have the same 
choice today.  We can either receive Christ or we can 
reject Him.  There is no middle ground.  To not receive 
Him is to reject Him. 

E. Well, let’s quickly take a look at our second major section 
of our text.  We started by looking at the parable 
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concerning the authority of Christ.  Now let’s look at the 
prophecy concerning the authority of Christ, beginning 
with the giving of the prophecy in verse 17. 

V. Luke 20:17; The Giving of the Prophecy 
A. In response to the Jews inability to believe that God 

would indeed turn from Israel and offer the same kind of 
privilege and relationship they enjoyed to Gentiles, Jesus 
quoted an Old Testament prophecy from the book of 
Psalms.   
1. Jesus alludes to this prophecy as support for the idea 

that God would indeed open a new way for people to 
come to Him and experience the kind of divine favor 
and relationship the Jews once had available to them. 

B. The quote comes from Psalm 118.  Psalm 118 is a Psalm 
rich with Messianic ties.   
1. It is the Psalm that the people were crying out when 

Jesus entered into Jerusalem during His “Triumphal 
Entry” just two days prior to this.   
a. When the people cried out “Hosanna, Hosanna!  

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”. 
(Ps. 118:26a) 

2. But here Jesus quotes from verse 22 which reads, 
“The stone which the builders rejected Has become 
the chief cornerstone” (Ps. 118:22) 

3. Now the stone mentioned here in Psalm 118 
represents for us Jesus Christ.  And the builders are 
representative of the religious leaders.  The rejection of 
the stone speaks of the crucifixion of Christ.  And Him 
becoming the chief cornerstone speaks of the 
resurrection of Christ. 

4. How do we know this?  Again, because the Scriptures 
tell us.  In the book of Acts, Peter and John are seen in 
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the temple area preaching the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ to the religious leaders. 
a. And there in Acts chapter 4 we read the following in 

verses 7-12: 
b. “And when they [the religious leaders] had set them 

[Peter and John] in the midst, they asked, ‘By what 
power or by what name have you done this?’  Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers 
of the people and elders of Israel: If we this day are 
judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by 
what means he has been made well, let it be known 
to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised form the dead, by Him 
this man stands here before you whole.  This is the 
“stone which was rejected by you builders, which 
has become the chief cornerstone.” Nor is there 
salvation in any other, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.’” (Acts 4:7-12)  

5. So clearly, we see that Jesus is in fact the stone.  The 
religious leaders are the builders.  And their rejection 
of Him speaks of the crucifixion, the fact that He has 
become the cornerstone speaks of the resurrection 
and the victory Christ obtained in becoming the savior 
of the world. 
a. The chief cornerstone is considered the most 

important stone of a building.  The cornerstone of a 
large structure gives it a reliable and firm foundation, 
leading to the cohesion and stability of the whole 
building. 

b. Jesus is described as a stumbling block to Israel. 
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i. 1 Corinthians 1:23 states, “but we preach Christ 
crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block…”.  (1 Co. 
1:23a) 

c. But to the church, Jesus is the chief cornerstone.  
He is the most important piece to the church God is 
building.  He is the cornerstone, without Him, His 
crucifixion and resurrection, there would be no 
church, we would have no foundation to build upon, 
we would have no stability, no cohesion. 
i. Ephesians 2 affirms, “having been built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in 
whom the whole building, being fitted together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you 
also are being built together for a dwelling place of 
God in the Spirit.” (Eph. 2:20-22) 

6. Now in Matthew’s gospel Jesus is recorded as saying 
the following after quoting Psalm 118 and the stone 
being rejected and becoming the chief cornerstone, He 
adds, “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will 
be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the 
fruits of it.” (Mt. 21:43) 
a. Because the religious leaders rejected the chief 

cornerstone, Jesus declares that the kingdom of 
God will be taken from them and given to a nation 
bearing the fruits of it. 

b. The word nation, does not mean another country, 
but another people group.  Namely the church that 
was about to be birthed and eventually filled with 
both Jews and Gentiles.   

c. We know this because of what Peter writes in his 
first epistle, stating, “Therefore it is also contained in 
the Scripture, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion A chief 
cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes 
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on Him will by no means be put to shame.’  
Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to 
those who are disobedient, ‘The stone which the 
builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,' 
and 'A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense.' 
They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to 
which they also were appointed.  But you are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light; who once were not a people but 
are now the people of God, who had not obtained 
mercy but now have obtained mercy.” (1 Pt. 2:6-10) 

d. We, the church, are the new nation that God has 
given His Kingdom to and we must be careful not to 
fall into the same temptation and practice of those 
before us.  God expects us to receive Jesus and 
to believe upon Him and His work upon the 
cross and His victory over the grave.  We must 
make Him the cornerstone of our lives. 

C. Well, we’ve looked at the giving of the prophecy, now 
let’s look at the response to the prophecy in verse 18 and 
we’ll wrap this all up. 

VI. Luke 20:18; The Response to the Prophecy 
A. This verse has caused some people to scratch their head 

a little and wonder as to what exactly Jesus meant here.  
It’s pretty simple to understand though.  Let me explain. 
1. The stone is still speaking about Jesus Christ.  

Whoever falls on Jesus Christ will be broken 
a. Now normally we would think of something that is 

broken as a bad thing.  You don’t want the things 
you value to become broken.   

b. However, in God’s kingdom brokenness is not only 
good but also essential.  We must fall upon Christ in 
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humility and allow Him to break us of our pride and 
arrogance, our self-will and stubbornness that we 
may be completely submitted to Him and His will. 

c. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken 
and a contrite heart—these, O God, You will not 
despise.”, writes the Psalmist (Ps. 51:17). 

2. Whoever does not choose to fall on Christ and be 
broken before Him will have Christ fall upon them 
crushing them as is described in the ESV and NIV.   
a. You see, Jesus is not only described as a stumbling 

stone to the Jews, and the chief cornerstone for the 
church, but He is also described as a crushing stone 
through the prophet Daniel. 
i. Daniel 2:34-35 speaks of a prophecy concerning 

the end of the age when a stone not cut with 
hands will be used to crush the Gentile kingdoms 
and establish God’s glorious kingdom.  

ii. That crushing stone represents the kingdom 
Jesus will establish when He returns to this earth 
and rules and reigns upon it. 

3. And so, we are offered a choice of brokenness.   
a. We can either fall upon Jesus and be broken by Him 

of our pride and sinfulness, which isn’t always 
pleasant but is necessary.   

b. Or for those that don’t want to submit to Jesus and 
fall upon Him, He will ultimately fall upon them, 
crushing them, and grinding them to powder in 
judgment. 

4. The choice is ours to make, we can either be broken 
before Him, or crushed by Him. 

5. I suggest you fall upon Him in brokenness rather 
than having Him fall upon you and crush you!   



 

20 

 

VII. Conclusion;  
A. This entire text today dealt with “The Authority of Christ”.  

We looked at a parable concerning the authority of Christ 
and we looked at a prophecy concerning the authority of 
Christ. 
1. And with all this talk about authority, I think the obvious 

overarching application for us all, has to do with our 
own decision to yield to and submit to the authority of 
Christ. 

2. We must ask ourselves, “Have we given Jesus all 
authority in our own lives?  Have we relinquished all 
authority to Jesus?  Have we laid down our own selfish 
desires and are we fully and completely submitted to 
Him?  Are we open to however God wants to work in 
us and through us?  Are we open to whatever He 
desires?  Wherever He would send us? 

3. That is my hope.  That we would be able to say without 
reservation, “God, I’m yours.  Have your way in me.” 

4. Amen?  Amen.  Let’s pray and as we do so, the ushers 
and the worship team will come up and prepare for our 
time of communion. 

VIII. Communion; 
A. This morning we discussed the authority of Christ in our 

lives.  He is our chief cornerstone.  Without Him, we 
would have nothing, we would still be lost in our sin and 
headed for an eternity separated from the Lord. 
1. But thanks to Jesus’ work upon the cross of Calvary 

and His subsequent resurrection, we know can have a 
personal fulfilling relationship with the Lord.  We can 
have our sins forgiven.  We can be welcomed into the 
presence of the Lord all because of what Christ did for 
us. 
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2. And so this morning, we’re going to come to the table 
and remember that work upon the cross Jesus did for 
us.  Communion is a time or remembrance.  A time we 
set aside to remind ourselves of the price He paid for 
us. 

3. The ushers are going to pass out the communion 
elements and Matt is going to lead us in some worship.  
I’d like to ask you all to spend these next few moments 
simply remembering what Christ did for us.  How He 
went to the cross and shed His blood for us.  How He 
saved us from our sins and welcomed us into the 
family of God.   

4. When you receive the elements, go ahead and hold on 
to them and then I will come back up and lead us in 
partaking together as a church family.  Let’s spend a 
few moments simply reminding ourselves of all Christ 
has done and all Christ is in our lives. 

B. On the night in which Jesus Christ was betrayed, He sat 
down with His disciples and participated in a very special 
meal with them; the Passover meal.  
1. And during this meal Jesus took bread, gave thanks 

and broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying to 
them, “This is My body which is given for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.”  (Lk. 22:19) 
a. Let’s partake of the bread. 

2. Then likewise, Jesus also took the cup after supper, 
saying to His disciples, “This cup is the new covenant 
in My blood, which is shed for you.” (Lk. 22:20).    
a. Let’s partake of the cup. 

3. Let’s pray.   


