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Luke 21:8-19 – “The Olivet Discourse”, part 2: The Beginning of 
the End, January 15, 2023 
I. Welcome and Review 

A. Good morning!  Ohaiyou-gozaimasu!  Welcome to 
Calvary Chapel Iwakuni.  It is such a blessing to be here 
with you all this morning. 
1. Welcome any new people and those who may be 

streaming content.   
B. Before we continue any further, let’s go ahead and 

dismiss our elementary aged children to their Sunday 
School class.   
1. As well as our Bible English class with Mr. Dan. (2nd 

Serivce) 
C. As the kids (& Bible English participants) make their way 

out, will the rest of you please make your way to the 
gospel of Luke chapter 21. 
1. This morning we will be continuing our verse-by-verse 

study through the gospel of Luke and a study we 
began last week of Jesus’ intricate and complex 
teaching known as His “Olivet Discourse”. 

2. Jesus’ teaching in this portion of scripture has been a 
challenge for many to grasp and understand, and to be 
quite frank, it still causes quite a bit of confusion for the 
body of Christ today. 

3. There are a number of different ways to look at this 
portion of scripture and volumes of books have been 
written trying to explain and interpret this portion of 
scripture.  But still, there remains some doubt as to the 
overall interpretation of this text before us. 

D. Now last week, I warned you that we were going to take 
our time going through this portion of scripture and that it 
would probably take us a number of weeks to cover this 
teaching of Jesus’ in its entirety.   
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1. Last week, was part 1 and served as an overview of 
why Biblical prophecy is important and a basic 
introduction to Jesus’ “Olivet Discourse” as we noted 
what Jesus’ teaching was based upon.   
a. Jesus was responding to two questions that His 

disciples had asked him about.  As the disciples 
were exiting the temple late Tuesday afternoon, we 
are told that they were in awe of the stones that 
were used in building the temple and the overall 
splendor of the temple. 

b. Jesus said something that would have blown their 
minds away when He said, “These things which you 
see [the stones and the splendor of the temple] —
the days will come in which not one stone shall be 
left upon another that shall not be thrown down.” 
(Lk. 21:6) 

c. The stones that were used by Herod in his 
renovations of the temple were massive.  The use of 
them was seen as a wonder of architecture and 
engineering.   

d. The idea that one day not one of those stones would 
be left upon another was an idea that would be near 
impossible to even imagine.   

e. In response to Jesus’ inexplicable claim regarding 
the temple and the stones therein, the disciples 
asked Jesus two questions.   

f. They had a “what” question and a “when” question.  
They wanted to know “When will these things be?” 
and “What sign will there be when these things are 
about to take place?”. 

g. Now when we look at the whole of this teaching by 
comparing and cross referencing what is recorded in 
the other gospel accounts, we come to understand 
that the “these things” Luke records for us are not 
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only pertaining to the temple and the destruction of 
it.   

h. In Matthew’s gospel we read that the disciples 
stated, “Tell us, when will these things be?  And 
what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end 
of the age?”.  (Mt. 24:3) 

i. The disciples wanted to know when it would be that 
the stones would not be left one on top of another, 
but they also asked about what the sign would be of 
Jesus’ coming and the end of the age. 

j. And what we have in the rest of the “Olivet 
Discourse” is Jesus’ response to those very 
questions.  The questions about when the temple 
and its stones would be dismantled, but also Jesus 
answering the question about the sign that would 
indicate His coming and the end of the age. 

2. Now, there is no controversy about the fact that what 
Jesus teaches here in Luke 21, and also in Matthew 24 
& 25 and Mark 13 is Jesus speaking about future 
events.  He is speaking prophetically of things that will 
come to pass.   
a. The debate comes in when we try to figure out just 

how far into the future Jesus was speaking about.  
And from that I shared with you three of the more 
prominent opinions and interpretations that are out 
there today.  There is the preterist view, the 
historicist view, and the futurist view.   
i. As way of reminder, the Preterist view believes 

and holds that Jesus was speaking about events 
that would take place in the very near future.  That 
Jesus was speaking about events that would take 
place prior to the destruction of the Jewish temple, 
which we know occurred in the year 70AD.   
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• A full preterist view holds that all bible prophecy 
pertaining to Jesus’ second coming and the end 
of the age were fulfilled during the 1st century.  
And that today, there is no more Biblical 
prophecy to be fulfilled.  Everything the Bible 
speaks of in regard to prophecy, whether 
referring to Jesus’ Olivet Discourse or John’s 
Revelation, has been fulfilled. 

ii. The Historicist view holds to an interpretation 
that most of the things Jesus spoke of during the 
Olivet Discourse have occurred throughout church 
history and that most of Bible prophecy was 
completed by the 5th century AD.  
• The main emphasis behind the historicist view 

is taking what Jesus spoke of and matching it to 
recorded historical events that took place over 
the centuries following Jesus’ time on earth.   

iii. The Futurist view is the belief that most of the 
things Jesus spoke of during His Olivet Discourse 
relate to yet to be fulfilled future events. 
• Sometimes those who hold to a Futurist view 

are referred to as “Literalists” because they 
believe that the things Jesus said in the Olivet 
Discourse and in John’s Revelation will be 
literal events that take place, not just symbolic 
events like is often the case with the preterist 
and historicist point of view. 

b. Because there are different views on how to 
interpret these portions of scripture it has led to 
some confusion and misunderstanding. 

c. As I mentioned last week, I hold to more of a futurist 
viewpoint when it comes to Biblical prophecy and 
Jesus’ teaching here in Luke 21.   



 

5 

 

i. I believe that the second coming of Jesus is still 
yet to be fulfilled, and I believe the same about 
many other end times events that are mentioned 
in the book of Revelation like the coming of the 
Antichrist, the Battle of Armageddon, the 
Millennial Reign of Christ, and the White Throne 
Judgment. 

d. And while I hold to the Futurist view, and will teach 
this portion from that perspective, I understand that 
there are some difficulties and problems with the 
Futurist viewpoint.   

e. None of the viewpoints are without issue and all hold 
a certain amount of merit when looked at with an 
open mind. Last week I made sure to point out the 
fact that our eschatological viewpoints are not a 
salvation issue.  We are not saved by having the 
correct view about end times events.  So, this need 
not be an issue that divides us as a church. 

f. For me, I just feel there are bigger problems to 
overcome with the preterist and historicist viewpoints 
than there are with the futurist viewpoint, and so that 
is why I stick to that viewpoint.   

g. Of course, I could be wrong.  It could be that the 
preterist got it right, or the historicist, or maybe even 
none of us are correct. 

h. And that is why it is so important that we slow down 
a little and really get into this topic of eschatology 
and what Jesus was teaching through this famous 
discourse of His. 

i. We want to do our best to study the scripture for 
ourselves and understand why we believe what we 
believe.  To follow Paul’s instruction to Timothy 
when he exhorted him to “Be diligent to present 
yourself approved to god, a worker who does not 
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need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15) 

3. Last week I said that there seemed to be three distinct 
timeframes that are mentioned when it came to Jesus’ 
“Olivet Discourse”.    
a. From verse 8 all the way to the end of the chapter 

Jesus gives details in regard to the second question 
the disciples asked regarding the signs of when all 
these things will be fulfilled.  What should we 
anticipate seeing or expect to see before Jesus’ 
coming and the end of the age?   

b. In Jesus’ response He’s going to speak of days of 
vengeance, and great distress coming upon the land 
and wrath upon the people. 

c. The other synoptic gospels refer to it as a time of 
tribulation that will come upon the earth.  And a 
careful examination of the details reveals to us that 
Jesus lays out events that will take place prior to the 
Tribulation, during the Tribulation, and after the 
Tribulation. 

E. Today, we’re going to dive into the first part of those 
details; looking at things and events that are to transpire 
prior to those days of vengeance and great distress and 
wrath.   
1. So, our text this morning is going to be Luke chapter 

21 verses 8-19.  And this is going to be part 2 of our 
teaching on Jesus’ “Olivet Discourse”.  Where we will 
be looking at the beginning of the end and what Jesus 
describes as taking place prior to His return.   

2. I’d like to ask you all to rise to your feet in honor of the 
Lord and His Word.  I’m going to read not only our text 
for today, but also our text from last week just to keep 
the context and flow together.   
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3. Follow along in your Bible as I read from mine.  Luke 
records the following for us in Luke 21 verse 5… (R & 
P) 

II. Interpretation of Prophecy 
A. Before we get into our text, I’d like to take just a few 

minutes to lay out some good principles when it comes to 
interpreting Bible prophecy. 

B. Our text this morning begins with the exhortation “Take 
heed” or your translation may read, “Watch out”, or 
“Beware”.   
1. Jesus is giving the disciples a warning.  The word in 

the Greek, carries the sense of being vigilant, or being 
on the lookout.   

2. We need to be very careful and pay close attention to 
what is going on here.  We need to make sure we 
understand what Jesus is saying, we need to make 
sure we don’t get things mixed up.  That we aren’t 
deceived when it comes to the Biblical prophecy before 
us. 

3. A great way to avoid deception is to look to the Word 
of God.  But sometimes even when we have the word 
of God we can struggle with properly understanding 
the lessons God’s Word has for us. 

C. So, I want to do a little more framework for our study here 
in regards to some good principles to keep in mind for 
coming to the proper interpretation of God’s Word, 
specifically dealing with Biblical prophecy.   

D. I want to quickly share with you five basic principles, or 
guidelines to keep in mind when it comes to interpreting 
Bible prophecy. 
1. #1 – As in all good bible study, prophecy is no 

different, we must keep the scriptures central and 
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allow the scriptures to interpret the scriptures as 
best we can. 
a. 2 Peter 1:20-21 “Knowing this first, that no prophecy 

of the scripture is of any private interpretation, for 
prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit.” 

b. We must trust the bible and the Holy Spirit to help us 
to interpret what the prophetic scriptures mean for 
us today. 

2. #2 – We must realize there are types and symbols 
that we do not fully understand yet and we can 
make a mistake to assert an interpretation where the 
bible does not. 
a. This is often the error that is made by end times 

study. 
b. People will look at current events for signs of the 

end and can sometimes create fear or 
sensationalism that can lead people to do 
unreasonable and unbiblical things as they react in 
fear. 

c. So, we don’t want to make definitive statements or 
conclusions where the bible does not.   

d. We can speculate but must know that it is ONLY 
speculation. 

3. #3 – Just as the prophecy given by Jesus about not 
one stone being left upon another was literal and 
would subsequently be fulfilled literally, I believe and 
will teach that many of the prophecies that Jesus 
gives as literal are to be interpreted literally. 
a. Jesus’ prediction of the temple's literal destruction 

that came true in 70 AD helps to give assurance that 
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these other prophecies will also come to pass in a 
literal sense. 

4. #4 – While many prophecies should be taken literally 
and interpreted literally, there are some prophecies 
that are allegorical and use typology.  We must 
consider those as well in their proper context. 
a. For example:  Jesus said that John the Baptist was 

the fulfillment of Elijah who was to come.   
i. In Matthew 17 the disciples asked Jesus the 

following question, “Why then do the scribes say 
that Elijah must come first?” (Mt. 17:10) 

ii. Jesus responded, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first 
and will restore all things…But I say to you that 
Elijah has come already, and they did not know 
him but did to him whatever they wished.” (Mt. 
17:11-12a) 

iii. Matthew continues tell us how the “disciples 
understood that He spoke to them of John the 
Baptist.” (Mt. 17:13) 

b. John was not literally Elijah (he was a type of Elijah). 
c. However, the ministry of John the Baptist literally 

fulfilled the prophecy of Elijah who was to come. 
d. And so, we have allegory and types, or typology, 

that must be considered in interpretation of Biblical 
prophecy 

5. #5 – There are some cases where we will have a type 
of “dual fulfillment” of prophecy, or multiple 
fulfillments 
a. There is an original audience and context in which 

these things were spoken and they mean something 
to the original audience. 



 

10 

 

i. In this case in Luke 21, it is Jesus’ disciples and 
some of the context will be directed to those who 
are Jewish. 

b. There is also a future audience that reads these 
prophecies and it may also apply to them as well. 
i. As a result, we have what is sometimes termed “a 

dual fulfillment” or even a multiple fulfillment of 
prophecy. 

c. Many of the OT prophecies in Daniel and Isaiah are 
like this. 

d. Similarly, we could say John the Baptist and his 
ministry is a dual fulfillment of prophecy.  That He 
fulfilled the prophecy of Elijah as a type, but there 
will also be a complete fulfillment of Elijah coming 
before Jesus’ second coming. 

e. Luke 21 is an example of this idea of dual 
fulfillments or multiple fulfillments.  There will be 
things that Jesus declares that will be fulfilled in the 
disciples’ lifetime, but they will also be fulfilled in the 
future as well. 

E. And so, we must be careful when it comes to interpreting 
Bible prophecy.   
1. We want God’s Word to be the first place we turn to.  

When it appears Jesus is speaking of literal events, we 
should look for a literal fulfillment.   

2. But we also must keep in mind that Jesus does use 
allegory and typology in His teachings.  We need to be 
open to something being understood as symbolic or 
perhaps allegorical.  And we even see that sometimes 
prophecies will have multiple fulfillments.   

3. Keeping all these things in mind, let’s turn to our text 
and see if we can understand what Jesus is teaching 
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His disciples to take heed to, to watch out for, to be on 
the lookout for.  Read verse 8 with me. 

III. Luke 21:8 
A. Remember the overall context here is Jesus responding 

to the disciples’ questions about when these things will 
take place and what will be the sign of His coming.   

B. Jesus begins verse 8 with an exhortation to “Take heed”.  
Again, He is warning them about what is to come in the 
future.  He tells them to take heed that you not be 
deceived.  So, Jesus is warning His disciples about a 
coming deception. 
1. But not just any sort of deception.  It will be a religious 

deception.  Many will come in Jesus’ name saying “I 
am He” 
a. If you are reading from the NKJV you may notice 

how the word “He” is in italics.  The editors of the 
NKJV Bible use italics to indicate a word that is not 
actually found in the original manuscripts.   

b. And so, what Jesus really said is that many are 
going to show up claiming to be “I AM”.   

c. Now that should ring a bell for us.  The words “I AM” 
is the title which God used to refer to Himself when 
Moses asked God how he should respond to the 
Israelites if they ask the name of God.   

d. God told Moses, “I AM WHO I AM…Thus you shall 
say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to 
you.’” (Ex. 3:14) 

e. And what Jesus is saying here is that many will 
come in Jesus’ name claiming to be God.  Claiming 
to be “the Great I AM”.   

2. There are all sorts of people throughout history that 
have come and tried to claim themselves to be deity.  
Many even calling themselves Christ.   
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a. Even today there are people out there who claim to 
be Jesus. 

b. There’s a guy down in Brazil who calls himself Inri 
Cristo, a guy named Moses in South Africa, another 
guy in Siberia, a cross dresser from England, a taxi 
driver in Zambia, an ex-software manufacturer in 
Australia who claims he is the reincarnation of Jesus 
and his wife is the reincarnation of Mary Magdalene. 

c. There was even a guy in Japan who was a politician 
that went by the name Iesu Matayoshi who claimed 
to be Jesus Christ; he died in 2018 and by the 
way…he did not rise from the dead.   

d. All of these people claiming to be Christ, claiming 
divinity, and each of them having a following of 
people that actually believe them.   

3. Ever since Jesus ascended there have been those that 
have tried to claim to be the Messiah or Jesus Christ. 

4. Jesus also warned about those who go around saying 
“The time has drawn near”.  These are those who try to 
do date setting.  They try to claim that they know when 
Jesus is going to come back. 
a. They claim to have figured it out through scripture, 

or some hidden message within scripture.  Or more 
often than not, they will claim some sort of divine 
revelation, a special dream or vision given to them 
that let them know the day and hour of Christ’s 
return. 

b. But Jesus says in Matthew’s account of the Olivet 
Discourse that no one knows the day and hour, “not 
even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” (Mt. 
24:36).   
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c. The Father is the only one that knows the day and 
the hour of Jesus’ second coming and the end of the 
age.   

d. The disciples even asked Jesus after the 
resurrection and just prior to His ascension about 
the timing of the restoration of the kingdom to Israel, 
speaking of course of Jesus coming and 
establishing a kingdom as the Messiah.  And Jesus 
said, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
which the Father has put in His own authority.” (Acts 
1:7) 

e. If God wanted us to know the exact day and hour, 
He would have told us, but He didn’t.  And anyone 
that comes along and says they know the day and 
hour is not speaking on behalf of the Lord.   

5. Do not trust them, do not waste your time listening to 
what they have to say.  They are only trying to deceive 
you. 

6. I think another thing we should be mindful of and watch 
out for is those who are constantly trying to point to 
world events and claim that Jesus is coming back.   
a. This is a fine line, I believe.  I do believe we need to 

be watchful, we need to be ready.  We should pay 
attention to things that are happening in the world 
and how they could be connected to Biblical 
prophecy.   

b. And I do think that the world is ripe for the return of 
Christ.  I do hope that it is soon.  I look at the world 
and wonder how much longer the Lord can wait 
before bringing His judgment upon the earth.   

c. But though I want Christ to return soon, and I think it 
is possible that He could return soon, I believe at 
any moment, I don’t make dogmatic statements 



 

14 

 

about the timing of His return, because I really have 
no idea when He is going to come back.   

d. Again, I hope it’s soon, I want to live like it could be 
at any moment.  But I don’t want to go around 
saying “The time has drawn near” because I don’t 
know when the time will be.   

e. We need to be careful.  We need to exercise 
discernment; be wise.   

C. Jesus says at the end of verse 8 “therefore do not go 
after them”.  Do not follow them.  Do not have anything to 
do with those who either claim to be Jesus or God, 
and/or any who try to say they know when Jesus is 
coming back.  Or even those who are constantly saying 
the “time has drawn near”.   
1. They don’t know what they are talking about.  They are 

leading you astray, they are deceiving you.  It’s all part 
of the deception Jesus warns us of here in His Olivet 
Discourse.  

D. How do we avoid being deceived?  How do we ensure 
that we don’t get off track or misled?  By knowing the 
truth.   
1. Jesus said in John 17:17, “Sanctify them by Your 

truth.  Your word is truth.”  We have the truth.  We 
have God’s Word; the Scriptures.  We must make sure 
that we stick to them. 

2. Paul exhorts us to “Test all things; [and to] hold fast [to] 
what is good.”  (1 Thes. 5:21) 

3. The beloved disciple John writes, “Beloved, do not 
believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they 
are of God; because many false prophets have gone 
out into the world.” (1 Jn. 4:1) 

4. We need to play the part of the good Bereans who 
“received the word with all readiness, and searched 
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the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things 
were so.” (Acts 17:11) 

5. Don’t be deceived.  Know the Word.  Test everything 
against it.  Make sure what you are being taught lines 
up with the entirety of the message of God’s Word.   

6. God has given us the resources needed in order to 
avoid deception, we just need to use them. 

E. Well, Jesus warned His disciples about religious 
deception and how it would be widespread, but that’s not 
all.  Take a look at verse 9 for another thing Jesus warns 
us about.   

IV. Luke 21:9 
A. The second thing Jesus warned His disciples about was 

that there would be wars and commotions.  Commotions 
speak of states of upheaval, or instability.  The word 
speaks of rebellions and insurrections.     
1. Wars and commotions and the like have been going on 

ever since the first century and throughout all of 
history.   

2. Jesus is describing the road to the end and how it will 
be marked with continual turmoil between various 
groups of people.  Conflicts, wars and battles will be 
constant. 

B. Jesus said in connection to these wars and commotions 
that take place that we are not to “be terrified; for these 
things must come to pass first, but the end will not come 
immediately.” 
1. So we understand here that Jesus is answering the 

disciples question about the sign of His coming and the 
end of the age.  And He basically is saying that wars 
and commotions will be ongoing.  They are not 
necessarily a sign that He will be coming back. 
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2. Jesus said these things must come to pass, but the 
end will not come immediately.   

3. There will be a delay prior to His return.  These things 
will take place, but it doesn’t mean that He is instantly 
going to come back when there is religious deception 
and wars and commotions.   
a. These things will be ongoing leading up to the end.  

But there will be a delay.  The end won’t come 
immediately.  The word “immediately” means without 
delay or without hesitation, with no time intervening.   

b. The fact that Jesus says it won’t come immediately 
means that there will be a delay, there will be an 
intervention of time before the end comes.  How 
long of a delay?  Well, the Bible doesn’t say 
specifically.   

c. But it’s been nearly 2,000 years since Jesus 
ascended into heaven and the angels declared, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into 
heaven?  This same Jesus, who was taken up form 
you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you 
saw Him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) 

4. Jesus is coming back.  When?  I don’t know.  But I 
think it is important that we comfort and encourage one 
another with this truth. 

5. Peter warns us in his second epistle about how 
scoffers will come in the last days, walking according 
to their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of 
His coming?  For since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning of 
creation.’” (2 Pt. 3:3-4) 

6. People will come and mock us for believing that Jesus 
is coming back.  They’ll say, “All you Christians have 
been saying Jesus is coming back for years and years 
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and He still hasn’t shown up.  Things continue just as 
they normally do.  You guys are crazy”.   

7. We must remember what Peter writes in response to 
this type of thinking.  He writes reminding us that “The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some 
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come 
to repentance.” (2 Pt. 3:9) 

8. Jesus is coming back, but He is patiently waiting for 
those who have still yet to surrender their life to Him.  
He doesn’t want anyone to perish, but gives this time 
we have now to repent and get right with Him.   

9. He is longsuffering, patient, kind, and compassionate.  
I don’t know about you, but I am eternally grateful He 
didn’t come back prior to 1998 when I gave my life to 
Him.  I’m sure there are some here today who are glad 
He didn’t come back 5 years ago, or maybe even 2 
years ago.   
a. So, we must graciously and patiently wait for the 

Lord as He works on the hearts and lives of those 
around us.  He is coming back, but He wants to add 
as many as possible to His kingdom in the 
meantime.   

C. Let’s continue on and take a look at verse 10.   
V. Mark 13:10; 

A. Jesus says here that nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom.  Some of you may be thinking, 
“Well, isn’t that the same as wars and commotions that 
he spoke about in verse 9?”  Perhaps, but maybe not, 
maybe there is more to this.   

B. The word “nation” here is the Greek word “ethnos”.  It’s 
where we get our English word ethnicity from.  This word 
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speaks of belonging to a social group that has a common 
national or cultural tradition. 
1. The world is filled with examples of ethnic conflict.  

Different people groups rising up against other people 
groups.  Not necessarily from one country to another, 
but from one people group against another.   

2. This is happening all over the world.  The civil war in 
Syria which consists of numerous different people 
groups has left more than a half a million people dead.   

3. Genocide is happening still today in places like 
Myanmar, South Sudan, Iraq, and Syria.   

4. Jesus said that these things would be part of the 
events that take place prior to the end of the age and 
His coming. 

C. He speaks of kingdom coming against kingdom.  Again, 
you may think this is the same as wars and commotions, 
or nation rising against nation, but it could be pointing to 
something else. 
1. The word kingdom is “basileia”.  It’s used 162 times in 

the NKJV of the bible and it is most commonly used in 
reference to the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of 
God; a spiritual kingdom.   

2. Perhaps kingdom against kingdom is more aptly 
speaking of the spiritual battle that rages on between 
the kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world. 

3. Whether we acknowledge it or not, we are involved in 
a spiritual battle that is raging on all around us.   

4. Paul writes, “We do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 



 

19 

 

may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand.” (Ep. 6:12-13) 

5. Interestingly today, in Israel, the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict is, what I believe to be an example of this idea 
of kingdom coming against kingdom.  The conflict is 
not about land.  It is a spiritual conflict.   

6. This is a conflict between two spiritual entities; Jews 
vs. Muslims; Judaism vs. Islam.  It isn’t about the land.  
It is about one kingdom wanting to completely wipe out 
and destroy another kingdom. 
a. A look at the history tells you it really isn’t about the 

land.  Israel has continued to give more and more 
land away in hopes of it bringing peace, but to no 
avail, because it isn’t about the land.  It’s a spiritual 
battle between two kingdoms.   

D. Well, let’s continue and note a few other things Jesus 
said would come.  Read with me verse 11. 

VI. Luke 21:11 
A. Four different things are listed out here in verse 11 as 

things that will be ongoing and taking place before Jesus’ 
coming and the end of the age. 

B. Jesus said there will be great earthquakes in various 
places. 
1. Earthquakes happen all the time.  The National 

Earthquake Information Center locates about 20,000 
earthquakes around the globe each year. 

2. The earth has been shaking and quaking throughout 
time.  Again, the things listed here are not necessarily 
signs of the end times. 

C. Also, He said there will be famines.   
1. It’s estimated that of the 8 billion people that make for 

the world’s population, one in nine people suffer from 
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chronic undernourishment: that’s nearly 900 million 
people.   

2. World hunger is on the rise.  Studies show that from 
2019 to 2022, the number of undernourished people 
grew by as many as 150 million, a crisis driven largely 
by conflict, climate change, and the COVID-19 
pandemic according to sources. 

3. Places like East Africa, Yemen, and north-east Nigeria 
are in the grip of an unprecedented and devastating 
food crisis.   

4. As citizens of highly developed nations, we rarely feel 
the effects of hunger and starvation, but people all over 
the world today are starving. 

5. We complain about the price of eggs and other readily 
available groceries, but there are people in this world 
that are literally starving to death.   

D. Jesus said there would be pestilences as well. 
1. Can you say COVID-19?  A pestilence is any deadly 

infectious malady.   
2. I won’t talk much about Covid because I know it is a 

touchy subject.  But these sorts of things are occurring 
all the time. 

3. There’s Ebola viruses, monkeypox viruses, bird-flu, 
swine-flu, the regular common flu.  Dengue fever, 
yellow fever, measles, and hepatitis, HIV, malaria, and 
the list goes on and on.   

4. Our world is infected.  And it doesn’t seem to be 
getting any better.   

E. At the end of verse 11 Jesus said there will be fearful 
sights and great signs from heaven.   
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1. This is speaking about things that will take place up in 
the sky.  There will be things in the heavens that 
people are very concerned about. 

2. An article I read on Forbes.com told of a recent survey 
they had conducted asking people about their 
perceptions and feelings about space and the results 
were that many are terrified. 

3. 97% of the 20,000 people surveyed around the world 
said they saw space as a threat.  One in nine people 
are terrified of what could happen in space.   

4. According to Jesus people are justified to be scared.  
He says there will be fearful sights and great signs 
from heaven. 

F. Jesus continues in verses 12-19 speaking about another 
thing that will be ongoing in the future.  Read it with me. 

VII. Luke 21:12-19 
A. Here in verse 12-19 Jesus warns his disciples about 

coming persecution. 
1. Now Jesus’ warning was definitely for His disciples 

during their day.  
a. In Acts 4, Peter and John were imprisoned and 

brought before the Jewish council known as the 
Sanhedrin and were beaten for preaching in Jesus’ 
name (Acts 4:2-3) 

2. It was also for the rest of the Christians in the first 
century church and even throughout history.   
a. Read through Foxe’s Book of Martyrs and you can 

learn of some of the afflictions and tribulations that 
followers of Christ went through during history.  
Even to this day, people are experiencing 
persecution for their faith in Christ. 
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3. In the book of 2 Timothy Paul wrote something to 
Timothy about persecution that is a bit unsettling.  He 
wrote “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Tim. 3:12) 
a. Now that isn’t a favorite verse of anyone. 
b. All you have to do is desire to live a godly life and 

you are guaranteed suffering at the hands of 
persecution.  Even if you desire it, but fail, you’ll still 
be persecuted. 

4. Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica that they 
were appointed to afflictions and that they shouldn’t be 
shaken by them.  (1 Thes. 3:3) 

5. In fact, he told the believers in Rome that we as 
followers of Christ ought to “glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope.” 
(Romans 5:3-4) 

6. So, we see the promise of God in His Word to use the 
tribulations, the trials and difficulties we go through to 
produce in us something greater. 
a. “Therefore we do not lose heart.  Even though our 

outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is 
being renewed day by day.  For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, is working for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while 
we do not look at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen.  For the things which 
are seen are temporary, but the things which are not 
seen are eternal.”  (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)   

b. As we go through different forms of trials and 
tribulations and persecutions let’s keep our eyes 
upon the Lord and realize the victory that we’ve 
already obtained in Him.  And trust that He will see 
us through it all. 
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B. Interestingly enough, Jesus said at the end of verse 12 
that the persecution will be for Jesus’ sake and then in 
verse 13 states how this persecution will turn out for them 
to be an occasion for “testimony”, or your translation may 
read something about being a witness. 
1. That word “testimony” is the Greek word, “martyrion”.  

It’s where we get our English word martyr from.  Which 
means some will end up giving their life as part of their 
testimony or witness to Christ.   

C. Jesus instructed His disciples that they were to settle in 
their hearts not to meditate beforehand or worry about 
what to say in their defense, for He promised He would 
give them a mouth and wisdom which all their 
adversaries would not be able to contradict or resist. 
1. Of course, we see evidence of this happening during 

the 1st century church when we read through the book 
of Acts.   
a. Stephen and his address before the Sanhedrin is 

probably one of the best examples of this.  Stephen 
was brought before the Sanhedrin and was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke powerfully against the 
religious leaders as stiff-necked and uncircumcised 
in heart and ears and how they always resisted the 
Holy Spirit.  (Acts 7:51).   

b. It was a powerful demonstration of God working in 
and through Stephen giving Him the words that he 
shared.   

D. Verse 16 and 17 let us know that this persecution will not 
just be from enemies of ours, or from religious zealots, 
but it will happen amongst even the closest of us; 
amongst family and loved ones. 
1. Parents and brothers, relatives and friends will betray 

us and even put some of us to death. 



 

24 

 

2. We will be hated by all for the sake of Jesus Christ.  
Again, not a promise we like to proclaim or celebrate 
as believers in Jesus Christ.   

E. Despite the hate and persecution that will be 
experienced, Jesus says something very peculiar.  He 
says in verse 18 “But not a hair of your head shall be 
lost.” 
1. Jesus has very clearly indicated that many will die at 

the hands of their persecutors, so what is this promise 
about not a hair of our heads being lost mean? 

2. The word “lost” is very descriptive.  It doesn’t mean 
that we will be untouched, or unscathed through it all 
like you may think. 

3. The word “lost” here is a very strong word used to 
indicate complete destruction, or to perish.  It is used 
to speak about eternal death and is used within the 
scriptures to distinguish between physical death. 

4. Jesus’ promise to all of His followers is that while we 
may experience physical death, rest assured not a 
single hair of ours will be lost when it comes to our 
eternal destination.  We will not perish, but we will be 
saved for all of eternity.   

F. Jesus gives one final exhortation in verse 19 stating, “By 
your patience possess your souls.” 
1. The word “patience” in the Greek is different from the 

word used to describe God as long-suffering, or 
patient.  This Greek word, according to my lexicon, is 
specifically associated with hope and refers to that 
quality of character which does not allow one to 
surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial.   

2. As believers we must patiently endure the 
sufferings and persecutions of this world looking to 
the eternal hope we have in Jesus Christ. 
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3. It is part of our maturing process according to James.  
James writes, “My brethren, count it all joy when you 
fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces patience [the same Greek word].  But let 
patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking nothing.” (James 1:2-4) 

4. As we walk with the Lord, God will provide for us all 
that we need to patiently endure.  Romans 15 tell us 
that the God we serve is the God of patience and 
comfort. (Rom. 15:5) 

5. And it is by the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling within 
us that we will patiently endure, living for that hope of 
the eternal as Romans 15:13 exhorts us, “Now may 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.”  (Rom. 15:13) 

6. By the strength and power of the Holy Spirit within us 
we will persevere, we will by our patience possess our 
souls.   

VIII. Conclusion 
A. Jesus said that all these things would take place; 

religious deception, wars and commotions, nation rising 
against nation, kingdom against kingdom, earthquakes, 
famines, pestilences, signs from heaven, and great 
persecution.   

B. And we have seen these things take place just as Jesus 
said, throughout history.  But I want to share something 
with you that isn’t shared here in Luke’s gospel, but is 
found in both Matthew and Mark’s gospel when it came 
to Jesus description of these events that would be 
ongoing.   
1. Both Matthew and Mark described these events as 

“the beginning of sorrows”.  I actually like how the NIV 
and ESV translate the phrase “beginning of sorrows”, 
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they translate that phrase as “the beginning of the birth 
pains.” (Mt. 24:8; ESV) 

2. Although I have not experienced birth pains myself, I 
am somewhat familiar with how birth or labor pains 
work. 
a. You see labor pains come and go.  Sometimes 

there’s even false labor that we call Braxton Hicks.  
Braxton Hicks contractions aren’t even real labor, 
but those will be felt at first. 

b. I recall rushing Farah to the hospital when we were 
pregnant with Jonah because Farah thought she 
was starting to go into labor and we went to the 
hospital and waited and waited and waited and 
nothing happened so they just sent us home with a 
nice little bill. 

c. Then about a week later on a Wednesday night, with 
our mid-week service about to start, Farah once 
again thought she was going into labor.   

d. Well, I wasn’t about to miss church, just to go wait at 
the hospital and pay another bill yet again.  So, I told 
her just to hang out in the nursery and make sure 
before we drive off to the hospital again. 

e. Boy was that a mistake.  You should have seen the 
looks I was getting from all the other moms there at 
church.   

f. Guys, if your wife tells you she’s going into labor, 
just take her to the hospital.  Even if they just send 
you home, it will be far better for you in the long run 
if you just take her.   

g. I did wait until church service was complete, Farah 
was in the Nursery in active labor the whole time 
and by the time I got her to the hospital Jonah was 
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born just a few hours later.  I thank God she didn’t 
have him in the nursery at the church.   

3. Anyways, back to labor pains, they come and go.  But 
the one thing we do know is that when the baby is 
coming the labor pains usually intensify and they come 
more often.   

4. I believe Jesus is describing these things as birth 
pains, because as the days draw near for His coming 
these types of things will intensify and they will 
increase in number.   
a. So, while these details are not specific signs of his 

immediate return, it may be that Jesus is telling us 
that the frequency and intensity of these things can 
be clues to the soon arrival of His coming.  

b. When we see religious deception on the rise, and 
gaining momentum.   

c. When we see wars and commotions picking up and 
escalating to more and more extreme measures.   

d. When we see more and more nations, different 
people groups, rising up against other people groups 
and slaughtering them simply for being different.   

e. When the spiritual battle heats up, when the spiritual 
kingdom becomes more and more under attack.  
When the attacks become more and more frequent 
and more and more intense.   

f. When earthquakes increase in frequency and 
intensity, along with famines and pestilences, know 
that the time is drawing near.   

g. Know that these are the beginnings of sorrows, the 
beginnings of birth pains, and something is about to 
be birthed.   
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C. Lord willing, we’ll look at what is to come next time we 
gather together.  I hope to see you all here next week.  
Let’s pray.    


