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Luke 22:63-71 – “Sentenced and Tried”, March 5, 2023 
I. Welcome 

A. Good morning!  Ohaiyou-gozaimasu!  Welcome to 
Calvary Chapel Iwakuni.  It’s great to be here with you all 
as we gather to worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  
1. Welcome any new people and those who may be 

streaming content.   
B. Before we continue any further, let’s go ahead and 

dismiss our elementary aged children to their Sunday 
School class.   
1. As well as our Bible English class with Mr. Dan. (2nd 

Serivce) 
C. This morning we continue our march through the gospel 

of Luke and the events that transpired the night in which 
our Savior was betrayed and handed over to the religious 
authorities.   
1. Last week, we looked at events that took place after 

the arrest of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, but 
we focused in upon what was going on with Peter 
specifically.   

2. This morning we’re going to look at what was going on 
with our Lord and Savior during that same timeframe 
and then things that happened soon after as well.   

3. Also, because this is the first Sunday of the month, we 
are going to set aside some time at the conclusion of 
our study in order to come to the Lord’s Table through 
Communion.   

D. So, if you have your Bible with you, go ahead and open it 
up to Luke chapter 22.   
1. This morning we’re going to be wrapping up our study 

of Luke chapter 22, but we’ll also be jumping around to 
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the other gospels in order to get a full picture of all that 
was taking place this night.   

2. Our text this morning is going to be Luke chapter 22 
verse 63 on through to the end of the chapter in verse 
71.   

3. The title of our study this morning is going to be 
“Sentenced and Tried”.  That title may sound a bit 
backwards, but I think it will make a little more sense 
as we get into our study this morning.   

4. Will you all please rise to your feet in honor of God and 
His Word?  I’m going to read through our text from my 
Bible, I want to encourage you all to follow along in 
your own Bible.  

5. Luke writes the following in chapter 22, verse 63… (R 
& P) 

II. Intro & Review 
A. Our text this morning picks up right where we left off last 

week at the conclusion of Peter’s denial of the Lord and 
the rooster crowing as day was about to break.   
1. Now for some reason, Luke decided not to give us a lot 

of detail regarding what was going on with Jesus 
during Peter’s denial of the Lord.   
a. Luke goes straight from the arrest of Jesus in the 

Garden of Gethsemane to recording the events that 
transpired involving Peter. 

b. Then He picks up with mentioning how Jesus was 
blindfolded and beat by those who held Him and 
then how he was ushered off quickly to the elders of 
the people in their council as soon as it was day.  
We get the sense that it was at sunrise, probably 
between 5:00 and 6:00 in the morning based upon 
the time of year this took place. 
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2. But what happened to Jesus during this time between 
His arrest and Him being ushered off to the council at 
first light on Friday? 

3. We can try our best to put a potential timeline together. 
a. We know that Jesus and His disciples partook of the 

Passover meal together.  This was only allowed to 
be partaken of after sunset.  Sunset would have 
been around 6:00pm.   

b. We know that the dinner probably took a good 
couple of hours because Jesus also washed the 
disciples’ feet after supper and gave a teaching to 
them that is recorded in John’s gospel that is 
referred to as the “Upper Room Discourse”.   

c. We know that after supper Jesus and His disciples 
traveled to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray and 
that the disciples were having a difficult time staying 
awake.  So, I imagine it was probably at least 
9:00pm by this time. 

d. We are also told that Jesus went away and prayed 
for about an hour according to Mt. 26:40. For when 
He returned and found His disciples sleeping, He 
said to them, “’What! Could you not watch with Me 
one hour?’”. (Mt. 26:40) 

e. We know that He went away and prayed in the same 
manner two other times.  So, it isn’t farfetched to 
think that Jesus could have spent close to 3 hours in 
prayer while in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

f. Immediately after Jesus’ time of prayer, while He 
was still speaking to His disciples, the crowd led by 
Judas approached.  We could potentially put the 
betrayal and arrest of Jesus at around midnight.   

4. So from the arrest of Jesus to Him being ushered off to 
the council represents about a 5-6 hour window.  And 
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Luke doesn’t tell us much in regard to what happened 
during that time. 
a. From our study of last week’s text we know that the 

events involving Peter covered at least a few hours.   
i. As the people gathered outside of the high priest’s 

house they started a fire to keep warm.  Peter 
found himself coming alongside the servants of 
the high priest that were warming themselves by 
the fire and was eventually questioned by a 
certain servant girl about his association with 
Jesus. 

ii. Of course, Peter denied it.  Then we were told in 
verse 58 that it was “after a little while” that 
another came and also accused Peter of being 
with Jesus.  (Lk. 22:58) 

iii. We don’t know how much time that was, but I 
think it safe to assume that it wasn’t immediately 
after, and it wasn’t long after.  Maybe 15-30 
minutes would be a good guess.  I’d say less than 
an hour because the next time reference actually 
mentions an hour, so it would seem as though it 
wasn’t that long. 

iv. Peter again denied that accusation and then we 
were told in verse 59 that “after about an hour had 
passed” another confidently affirmed their 
accusation that Peter had been with Jesus 
because of his speech that gave him away as a 
Galilean.  (Lk. 22:59) 

b. We know that Peter’s third and final denial probably 
happened around 5:00am right before the sun would 
rise, for that would be when roosters would be 
crowing.   
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5. So, it would appear that there was about a five hour 
timeline of events that took place between the arrest of 
Jesus and Peter’s third and final denial of the Lord.   

B. This morning, what I’d like to do is try and fill in the 
details that Luke leaves out so that we can get a full and 
accurate understanding of the events that took place this 
night.   
1. Specifically, we’re going to look at the trials that Jesus 

faced during this timeframe.  Jesus would face three 
different trials with three different powers residing over 
each trial.   

2. In order to get these details we’re going to spend some 
time in John’s gospel and Mark’s gospel as well.  So, 
you may want to keep a finger in Luke and make your 
way over to the book of John, chapter 18 to be exact.  
This is where we will read about the very first trial 
Jesus faced.    

III. John 18:12-14, 19-24; Jesus’ First Trial  
A. These verses in John’s gospel pick up right after Jesus 

was arrested and bound.  We’re told that Jesus was first 
led away to a man named Annas. 
1. Annas was a very wealthy and prominent man at this 

time.  Previously he had served as High Priest there in 
Jerusalem.  He was appointed High Priest in the year 6 
AD by Quirinius who happened to be the Roman 
governor over the land of Syria at the time.   

2. However, later on in the year 15 AD a new Roman 
governor was appointed over the region of Judea by 
the name of Valerius Gratus and he deposed Annas as 
High Priest.   

3. But even though he was deposed of his position by the 
Roman authorities he continued to carry a lot of clout 
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and power amongst the Jewish people and was still 
held in high regard.   
a. We see evidence of this in the beginning of Luke’s 

gospel when he mentions the ministry of John the 
Baptist beginning in the wilderness.  Luke writes that 
it was during the time that Annas and Caiaphas 
were high priests.  (Lk. 3:2) 

B. Now, there is only one high priest that officially serves in 
that role at one time and according to the verses here in 
John’s gospel Caiaphas was the one that served as high 
priest that year.   
1. Caiaphas was the son-in-law of Annas, and he was the 

officially recognized high priest as far as the Romans 
were concerned, but Annas still held a lot of power and 
sway over the Jewish people and even the other 
religious leaders. 

C. We’re told an interesting bit of information about 
Caiaphas here in John’s gospel as well.  We are told that 
it was him who advised the Jews that it was expedient 
that one man should die for the people. 
1. This alludes to something that Caiaphas said back in 

John chapter 11.   
2. In chapter 11 of the gospel of John we read of people 

going to the Pharisees and telling them all about the 
things Jesus was doing and it caused the Pharisees to 
panic a bit.   
a. They didn’t know what to do.  If they continued to do 

nothing they feared that Jesus would gather all the 
people to Himself and potentially lead some sort of 
revolt to which the Romans would respond and 
come and take away all their power and positions. 

3. And Caiaphas said, “You know nothing at all, nor do 
you consider that it is expedient for us that one man 
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should die for the people, and not that the whole 
nations should perish.” (Jn. 11:49-50) 

4. John tells us that Caiaphas did not say this on his own 
authority; but being high priest he prophesied that 
Jesus would die for the nation, and not for that nation 
only, but also that He would gather together in one the 
children of God who were scattered abroad.” (Jn. 
11:51-52) 

5. And we are told in John’s gospel that from that day 
forward “they plotted to put Him to death.” (Jn. 11:53) 

6. I said the title of our message today would be 
“Sentenced and Tried”.  Normally we speak of 
someone being tried and sentenced.  Someone goes 
to trial, and then a verdict is come to, and a sentence 
is given.   

7. But this was not the case for Jesus.  Jesus was 
sentenced to death long before he ever went to trial 
before these religious leaders. 

8. In fact, Jesus was sentenced to death even long 
before Caiaphas ever prophesied of Jesus dying for 
the nation of Israel and all the children of God.  For we 
read in the book of Revelation of the “Book of Life of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” (Rev. 
13:8) 
a. The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world is 

none other than Jesus Christ Himself.  He was 
sentenced to die upon the cross as the sacrificial 
Lamb of God before the very foundations of this 
earth were created.   

b. Before the universe was ever created, before time 
existed, before man was created, God knew that we 
(in Adam) would sin.  He knew we would rebel 
against our Creator.   
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c. And in the wisdom and love of God, in eternity, He 
predetermined a plan so that we could receive a free 
gift of salvation.  In eternity, God planned for the Son 
of God to step into history to provide the ultimate 
sacrifice—the sinless Son of God would suffer sin’s 
penalty of death, be raised from the dead, and thus 
provide us a way of salvation. 

d. God planned this and predetermined how things 
would go from the very start.  Jesus was sentenced 
to death from before time even began, before this 
world was made, before man was made and before 
man fell.  God knew all this would happen and 
allowed it to happen just so we could have a way to 
be with Him.   

e. The love of God is amazing.  His desire to be with 
us, to have relation with us, is unmatched.  He thinks 
the world of each of us. We are the apple of His eye.  
He had us in mind before we ever existed and 
wanted to make a way for us to be with Him.   

f. Romans 5:8 states, “But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” (Rom. 5:8) 

g. Jesus’ death sentence was a demonstration of 
God’s love for you, and me, and the rest of the 
world.  All this was done because God loves you 
and wants to be with you! 

D. Back in John’s gospel, if we jump down to verses 19-24 
we read of what transpired between Annas and Jesus at 
His first trial.  (Read vs. 19-24) 
1. We’re told that Annas asked Jesus about two things.  

He asked about Jesus’ disciples, and he asked about 
Jesus’ doctrine.   

2. Jesus’ response was basically, “Hey, everything I said 
and taught I did so in a public place.  I spoke openly 
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and plainly and if you want to know what I had to say, 
go ask the people.” 
a. This could have been a veiled attempt by Jesus to 

highlight the fact that there were no witnesses at all 
that had come forward to testify of anything 
deserving of His arrest.   

b. The Law demanded that there be at least two 
eyewitnesses willing to testify against someone in 
order for a trial to be considered legal.   

c. This whole arrest was against the Law.  And as high 
priest, Annas would have certainly known this to be 
true.  

3. Well, Jesus’ response was not very welcomed.  We 
read of how one of the officers struck Jesus with the 
palm of his hand, slapping his face basically, saying, 
“Do You answer the high priest like that?”. 

4. But Jesus replied, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness 
of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?”.   
a. Again Jesus brings up the idea of people bearing 

witness. 
b. Jesus is basically saying that He didn’t say anything 

that wasn’t true and that what He said was well or 
accurate.  He didn’t do or say anything that was evil 
or deserving of the treatment by this officer.   

5. Then, after this, Annas decided to send Jesus on to 
Caiaphas.   

E. From this first trial we see that no crime had been 
committed.  Jesus did nothing deserving of death, 
nothing even deserving of the slap he received from the 
officer before Annas.   
1. And we note the fact that they didn’t even have 

witnesses to testify against Jesus regarding what He 
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said or taught others that was worthy of being arrested 
or being treated this way.   

F. Let’s move on to the second trial.  For this, we will leave 
our place in John’s gospel and head over to Mark’s 
gospel in chapter 14 beginning at verse 55.  (Read 
verses 55-65) 

IV. Mark 14:55-65; Jesus’ Second Trial  
A. Interestingly enough, and perhaps not coincidental, the 

very first thing the religious authorities try to gather 
together here in this second trial are some witnesses that 
would be able to testify against Jesus. 
1. I think it highly likely that Annas may have had a part in 

this based upon his previous interactions with Jesus at 
his first trial.  At the first trial, Jesus spoke of talking to 
the people and getting from them testimony of what He 
said or did that was worthy of their actions against 
Him.   

2. And so, I don’t find it surprising to see here at Jesus’ 
second trial, the religious leaders trying to find two 
witnesses who could come together with the same 
testimony of something Jesus did that was wrong and 
worthy of the sentence of death.  

3. And despite all their efforts and having many false 
witnesses come forward, they were unable to get two 
of them to actually agree upon anything that Jesus 
said or did that was against the Law and worthy of 
death. 

B. Realizing that they were going nowhere fast, Caiaphas, 
the high priest, arose and stood in the midst of them all 
and asked Jesus, “Do You answer nothing?  What is it 
these men testify against You?” 
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1. No doubt, Caiaphas was hoping that Jesus might say 
something that would incriminate Himself or give them 
reason to solidify their accusations.    

2. But Jesus kept silent and said nothing.  Why would 
Jesus not say something?  Why didn’t He defend 
Himself and prove them wrong? 
a. Perhaps He remained silent because He knew the 

testimony itself was false and He wasn’t even going 
to dignify it with a response.   

b. Perhaps because He knew that this entire trial was 
all a big sham and against the law.  So many things 
that were going on contradicted the law of the day 
regarding trials. 
i. For one, trials of this nature were only to be heard 

during the day.  Criminal trials must begin and end 
in the daylight.  Night trials were against the law. 

ii. Also, according to Jewish law, only decisions 
made in the official meeting place were valid.  
This meeting at Caiaphas’ house was illegal. 

iii. Their law stated that criminal cases could not be 
tried during the Passover season. 

iv. Again, according to Jewish law, only an acquittal 
could be issued on the day of the trial.  Guilty 
verdicts had to wait one night to allow feelings of 
mercy to rise. 

v. All evidence in a trial had to be guaranteed by two 
witnesses, who were separately examined and 
could not have contact with each other. 

vi. Jewish law stated that a false witness was 
punishable by death, yet nothing was done to the 
many false witnesses that came forward. 

vii. The whole thing was a sham and a charade. 
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c. Ultimately though, I believe he kept silent to fulfill 
scripture.   
i. Isaiah 53:7 says “He was oppressed and He was 

afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was 
led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep 
before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His 
mouth.” (Isa. 53:7) 

ii. Again, we see Jesus completely submitted to 
fulfilling His Father’s Word.  Jesus submitted to 
His Father’s plan knowing and trusting that this 
was the only way.   

iii. This prophecy of Isaiah that was uttered some 
700 years previous, was that day fulfilled. 

3. I see in Jesus a wonderful example for us to follow.  
These people were saying all sorts of lies about Jesus.  
They were attacking Him and His character, falsely 
accusing Him of things He didn’t do.  And yet He 
remained silent.   
a. You know, that isn’t something we do naturally.  If 

someone comes against us and starts saying all 
sorts of bad things about us, our natural response 
isn’t to just let it go and not do anything about it.   

b. We usually want to fight with them, we want to 
confront them and tell them their wrong, we want to 
defend ourselves. 

c. But Jesus doesn’t do that.  He remained silent.  How 
could He do that when they were saying all sorts of 
lies about Him? 

d. Let me suggest to you that it was because He knew, 
that God knew the truth, and that was all He needed.   

e. If you have the truth on your side, then you need not 
worry about it.   
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f. Romans 12:19 declares, “Beloved, do not avenge 
yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 
written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the 
Lord.”   

g. Let God vindicate you.  Let God take care of the 
issue.  He’ll bring the truth out and He’ll do it in a 
way that is much better than you or I could ever do.     

4. Jesus remained silent, He didn’t need to vindicate 
Himself, He didn’t have to answer these false 
accusations.   

C. After Jesus continued to remain silent, Caiaphas 
questioned Jesus again, asking, “Are You the Christ, the 
Son of the Blessed?” 
1. Caiaphas knows that this flimsy accusation about 

destroying the temple wasn’t going to stand and so he 
cuts straight to the matter at hand; the identity of Jesus 
Christ.   

2. Jesus answered and said, “I am.” His choice of words 
was no doubt chilling.  I wonder if when He said, “I 
am.”, if He paused before continuing.  I want to think 
so.  I wonder how the soldiers that were still around 
would have responded.   
a. If you’re familiar with John’s gospel account of this 

night, you’ll recall that when the great multitude 
came out to arrest Jesus, Jesus asked the soldiers 
“Whom are you seeking?” (Jn. 18:4) 

b. They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth”.  Then 
Jesus said to them, “I am”.  Our English version puts 
in the “He” in John 18:5.  The word “He” is in italics, 
letting us know that it wasn’t part of the original 
manuscripts. (Jn. 18:5) 

c. When Jesus answered “I am” all the soldiers drew 
back and fell to the ground.  (Jn. 18:6) 
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d. I wonder if people braced themselves when Jesus 
once again replies here with the statement “I am”.   

e. This statement of course traces itself back to the 
days of Moses and the burning bush.  In Exodus 
chapter 3 Moses talked to God from the midst of a 
burning bush.   

f. When Moses asked for the name of God, God 
responded by saying, “’I am who I am’.  And He 
said, ‘Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I 
AM has sent me to you’.”. (Ex. 3:14) 

3. Jesus, very clearly and boldly declared that He was 
indeed the Christ, that He was the Son of the Blessed. 

D. Jesus continued “And you will see the Son of Man sitting 
at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the 
clouds of heaven.” 
1. It is as if Jesus said, “What you say is true, but it’s 

incomplete, let me tell you even more.   
2. Jesus’ response to Caiaphas is chockfull of glorious 

truths about Himself. 
a. Jesus claimed His divine nature, by agreeing with 

Caiaphas question of being the Son of the Blessed, 
which was a way Jews referred to God, as the 
Blessed. 

b. Jesus also claimed His human nature by referencing 
Himself as the Son of Man. 

c. Jesus speaks of His ascension into heaven and His 
place at God’s right hand 

d. And He also makes reference to His second coming 
on the clouds of heaven. 

3. He was so much more than what they could even 
imagine. 
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a. To them, Jesus was a problem.  He was meddling 
with the status quo and the religious leaders’ place 
atop the hierarchy of society. 

b. To others, Jesus was just the son of a Carpenter 
from Nazareth.   

c. Some saw Him as a miracle worker, others as a 
great teacher, even a prophet.  But He was so much 
more. 

4. Let me ask you this question, “Who is Jesus to you?”   
a. Some say He was just a guy that lived a couple 

thousand years ago. 
b. Others won’t even give Him that much and claim 

that He never even existed and the stories about 
Him are all made up. 

c. Some see Jesus as a “get out of hell” free card.   
d. Who do you say Jesus is?  Jesus asked this 

question to His disciples once and Peter gave an 
incredible answer that was inspired by the Father 
Himself. 
i. Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

Living God.” (Mt. 16:16) 
e. This is one of the most important questions to ever 

ask yourself.  And how you answer will determine 
your place in eternity. 

f. Jesus Christ is God.  He is real.  He’s not just 
something we’ve made up to make us feel better or 
to give us some sort of meaning or purpose in life.   

g. He is the Lord of heaven and earth, and He can be 
your Savior, if you choose to repent and believe in 
the work He did for you. 

E. After Jesus declared Himself to be the great I AM and 
spoke of sitting at the right hand of God, Caiaphas 
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responded by tearing his clothes and proclaiming that 
there was no further need of witnesses and that all had 
heard His blasphemy and called for a verdict right then 
and there. 
1. Again, this would be totally against the law, but 

Caiaphas isn’t really concerned with following God and 
His Law.  All he is thinking is that he finally has enough 
to bring accusations against Him that were worthy of 
the death sentence and that he could finally be rid of 
Jesus. 

2. Their verdict was to condemn Him of being deserving 
of death.   
a. It’s interesting to me that of all the people that have 

ever walked the earth, the only person that isn’t 
deserving of death is Jesus Christ.  We all are 
deserving of death because we all have sinned.   

b. Romans 3:23 tells us that all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.  All except Jesus Christ, 
that is.  He is the only human being to ever walk this 
earth and not sin.  (Rom. 3:23) 

c. The chief priests, elders, and scribes couldn’t have 
been more wrong in their verdict.   

F. In the final verse of Mark’s gospel is where the account 
begins to line back up with what Luke writes of in our 
primary text from this morning when discussing the 
beating Jesus received at the end of his second trial.   
1. Interestingly enough, Matthew’s gospel tells us that it 

was actually the religious leaders that came to an 
already bound Jesus and began to spit in His face and 
beat Him. (Mt. 26:67) 
a. The wording in the Greek informs us that these were 

full blown punches with the fist that the religious 
authorities were delivering to Jesus. 
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2. Then, after the religious leaders had finished, the 
officers blindfolded Him and began to strike Him 
mockingly asking Him to prophesy who it was who 
struck Him.   
a. What an incredibly brutal and terrible thing to do to 

an innocent man, nonetheless, the very Son of God.   
3. And yet, I want you all to note something here very 

important.  Earlier in this very evening, when Peter 
grabbed His sword and started slicing away.  Jesus is 
recorded as saying something very extraordinary. 
a. In Matthew’s account Jesus told Peter to put his 

sword in its place and said, “do you think that I 
cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide 
Me with more than twelve legions of angels.” (Mt. 
26:53) 

b. You may remember that the number of soldiers that 
came out with the religious leaders was a cohort.  A 
cohort was about 600 men.  It was one-tenth of a 
legion.  A legion was 6,000 in number. 

c. Jesus could have called down more than 12 legions 
of angels, more than 72,000 angels to come to His 
aid, to come to His rescue.   
i. The power that was available to Him was beyond 

our understanding.  Consider the fact that one 
single angel is recorded as having taken out 
185,000 Assyrian soldiers in a single night.  (2 
Kgs. 19:35) 

ii. Imagine what 72,000 angels could have done. 
d. As Jesus was being spat upon, and beaten, and 

slapped, and mocked, He could have called down 
12 legions of angels to come to His rescue.  But He 
didn’t.   
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e. He did not call upon aid, He did not fight against 
them, He did not resist them, He did not try to 
escape this vicious and brutal beating. 

f. Why?  Because although He was undeserving of 
death, you and I were.  And He wanted to pay the 
price for your sins and mine.  

g. Jesus allowed Himself to be spat upon, slapped and 
punched, mocked and ridiculed, all because of His 
great love for us and His desire to pay a debt He did 
not owe.   
i. John 15:13 declares, “Greater love has no one 

than this, than to lay down one’s life for his 
friends.”  (Jn. 15:13) 

ii. 1 John 4:10 proclaims, “In this is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.  (1 Jn. 4:10) 

4. Jesus endured these trials and the shame and the 
mockery and the pain and suffering that came with 
them, because He wanted to pay a debt we owed for 
our sin. 

G. Well, turn with me back to our beginning text as Luke 
mentions for us the details behind the third and final trial 
Jesus endured at the hands of the religious authorities.  
Read with me verses 66-71 

V. Luke 22:66-71; Jesus’ Third Trial 
A. Here we read of how the religious authorities rush to try 

and make all this appear to be on the up and up. 
1. While Jesus’ first trial was before Annas, and His 

second trial was before Caiaphas and the members of 
the Jewish council, we see that here they are coming 
together in an official council meeting.  The word for 
council in the Greek is the word, “synedrion” we can 
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almost hear the transliteration of the English word.  
This is speaking of the Sanhedrin. 

2. The Sanhedrin was the governing Jewish body that 
oversaw many religious and even some civil matters 
amongst the Jews.  The Romans allowed the 
Sanhedrin to have limited power and control in 
governing the affairs of the Jewish people. 
a. The Sanhedrin was composed of 70 members in 

addition to the high priest.  The membership 
consisted of the chief priests, former high priests, 
elders, and scribes.   

b. Much like the US government that has Democrats 
and Republicans, there were two main groups of 
people within the Sanhedrin; the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees. 

c. The high priest would serve as a sort of president of 
the Sanhedrin and would have the power to call 
meetings and call for decisions from the group.   

d. They would be given the authority to judge and even 
levy discipline on their people.   

e. They were even able pronounce a sentence of 
death, with the condition that such a sentence would 
only be valid if it were confirmed by the Roman 
procurator, who at this time is Pontius Pilate.  More 
on him next week, Lord willing. 

3. The Sanhedrin was only allowed to have official 
meetings during the day, so once they had gathered 
their evidence against Jesus, they needed to meet first 
thing in the morning so that they could come to an 
“official” finding and then bring Jesus to Pontius Pilate 
for him to confirm their decision of Jesus being 
deserving of death. 
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a. Again, this is all for pretense and to make things 
seem like they are legitimate.  We know that they 
had already made up their mind to kill Jesus long 
before any of these trials took place. 

B. Once they were in their official meeting place and all 
accounted for, they said to Jesus, “If You are the Christ, 
tell us.” 
1. This was the Sanhedrin’s way of trying to get an offical 

confession out of Jesus. 
2. Jesus had already told them who He was.  This was 

just them trying to get Jesus to say or admit to the 
same thing they got Him to admit to during the night so 
that it could be on “official” record. 

C. Jesus’ response is interesting.  He said, “If I tell you, you 
will by no means believe.  And if I also ask you, you will 
be no means answer Me or let Me go.” 
1. Basically Jesus was pointing out that this whole 

situation was a masquerade and sham.  He knew that 
nothing He said would change their mind of what they 
had already decided about who He was.  It was 
pointless to continue in their little game. 

2. He follows up with saying, “Hereafter the Son of Man 
will sit on the right hand of the power of God.”  This 
was speaking of a place of true Power, of true 
authority.   
a. These religious leaders were sitting in their places of 

power and authority as members of the Jewish 
Sanhedrin, but Jesus speaks of how He will be 
elevated to a true place of power and authority as 
He ascends to heaven and takes His place at the 
right hand of God. 

b. Though not a direct “yes” or “no”, there was no 
mistaking what Jesus was saying.  He was clearly 
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identifying Himself as the Christ, as the Messiah 
spoken of in Psalm 110. 
i. Psalm 110 is a Messianic psalm, and it opens, 

“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, 
Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” (Ps. 
110:1) 

c. Jesus’ response was a clear reference to this Psalm 
and prophecy about Him as the Messiah, the Christ.  
As the Messiah, He would sit at the right hand of 
God and all His enemies would be made His 
footstool.  Meaning He was going to rule over them 
all and that they would all one day be subject to Him.  
The roles here would be reversed.  Jesus would 
rule over all at the right hand of God. 

d. The scriptures attest how God has “highly exalted 
Him and given Him the name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and 
of those under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” (Phil. 2:9-11) 

D. So, they countered His words with another direct 
question, “Are You then the Son of God?”  And Jesus 
replied, “You rightly say that I am”. 
1. This was another clear reference to the name of God 

as the great I AM.  Jesus was affirming what they were 
saying about Him.  He was admitting to being the great 
I AM just as they were saying.   

2. For anyone to try and come along and suggest that 
Jesus never claimed to be God, is a clear contradiction 
to the text before us.   

3. That is the very reason the religious leaders used in 
order to sentence Him to death.  They didn’t sentence 
Him to death because He healed people, or because 
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He taught with authority; they sentenced Him to death 
because He claimed to be equal with God.  He claimed 
to be God in the flesh.   

4. Jesus is God in the flesh.  This wasn’t God simply 
creating a sacrificial Son to take care of the sin of 
mankind.  This was God Himself coming in the 
physical form of man, taking on flesh, and then willingly 
submitting to the cross of Calvary.  Jesus is God in the 
flesh and He experienced physical death for you and 
me.   

VI. Conclusion / Communion;  
A. And this morning we get the opportunity to be reminded 

of that death upon the cross; where Jesus’ body was 
broken for us and His blood shed for the remission of 
sins.   

B. The worship team is going to come up and lead us in a 
time of worship and the ushers are going to prepare to 
distribute the communion elements.  And here is what I 
would like for us to do.   
1. The ushers will distribute both the bread and the cup to 

you while the worship team leads us in song.  Go 
ahead and take the communion elements and hold on 
to them until I come back up and I’ll lead us in 
partaking together as a church body. 

2. In the meantime, I want you to take the next couple of 
minutes to allow the truths we spoke of today to seep 
in.   
a. The fact that Jesus’ crucifixion was all part of God’s 

plan of redemption for us before the world even 
began.   

b. How Jesus was willingly submitted to this plan, 
knowing full well what it would mean for Him and for 
us. 
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c. How Jesus Christ is God in the flesh.  God came to 
this world and dwelt among us and ultimately 
physically died for us. 

d. And He did it all that He may pay the price for our 
sins.  To pay a debt He did not owe.  So that we 
could be with Him in heaven for all eternity. 

3. Remember His work upon the cross, remember His 
great love for you, and His desire for an intimate 
relationship with you.  And just spend some time with 
the Lord in prayer and in worship.  After a few minutes 
I’ll come back up and lead us in our time of communion 
together.  Let’s spend some time in communion with 
the Lord. 


